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Community 

Bul let in 

Future proofing the Lakes Hub 

As the end of the financial year approaches, along with the end of 

CLLMM project funding for the Lakes Hub, those of us in the two Lakes Hub 

outlets are busy working out how we can best keep this community 

resource going, without paid Hub staff.  

 

We are approaching this three ways. One part is negotiating with various 

stakeholders to either cover the costs or provide free office 

accommodation. The second is working with our amazing volunteers 

(while recruiting more) to keep the basic functions of the Hub going 

(office attendance, bulletin, facebook page, website, email system). The 

third part is developing new project ideas, which may attract activity 

based funding, through the development of a Community Drought Ready 

Plan.  If you are able to help with any of these strategies, we would love to 

hear from you.  

In the mean time, we have a Drought Ready Communities planning 

workshop at Meningie on Wednesday the 27th, at 4PM, with guest 

speaker Jonathan Sobels, which we would love to see you at.  

On the 19th of May, we are hoping to have a presentation from a 

climatologist from the Bureau of Meteorology, discussing long-range 

weather forecasts in the Murray Darling Basin.  

National Reconciliation Week is celebrated across Australia each year 

between 27 May and 3 June.  We are looking forward to sharing 

information on local Reconciliation events on our Facebook page.  

All the best,  

Faith Coleman 

Jamie Briggs visits the Community Nurseries     

Jamie Briggs spent a day travelling 

around the Lower Lakes, Clayton Bay, 

Milang and Langhorne Creek . He 

called into the Clayton Bay Community 

Nursery. 

 

http://mrjamieebriggs.cmail20.com/t/

ViewEmail/

r/1E0C933CEBADDB762540EF23F30FEDED/01DED8884D022604F7E8006BBCB

98688 

Lakes Hub contacts 

 

Milang Office  

phone  08 8537 0808 

info@lakeshub.com 

 

Meningie Office 

phone 0427 751 488 

 

meningie@lakeshub.com  

www.lakeshub.com 

facebook.com/lakeshub 

 

Faith Coleman 

Lakes Hub Coordinator / Sustainable  

Development Project Officer 

 

Andrew Dawes 

Lakes Hub – Info. & Admin. Officer 

Meningie 

 

Jill Dennis and Jo Scott  

Lakes Hub – Info. & Admin. Officers, 

Milang  

 

 

GWLAP 
Office 8537 0807 

www.gwlap.org.au 

 

Will Miles 

GWLAP - Projects Manager Lower Lakes 

and Coorong Projects 

Regina Durbridge 

GWLAP - Monitoring & Evaluation Project 

Officer  

Leah Hunter 

GWLAP - Revegetation Planner/

Coordinator   

Kerri Bartley 

GWLAP - Community Revegetation 

Program Project Officer  

 

Coorong-Tatiara LAP 
 

Samantha Blight 

http://mrjamieebriggs.cmail20.com/t/ViewEmail/r/1E0C933CEBADDB762540EF23F30FEDED/01DED8884D022604F7E8006BBCB98688
http://mrjamieebriggs.cmail20.com/t/ViewEmail/r/1E0C933CEBADDB762540EF23F30FEDED/01DED8884D022604F7E8006BBCB98688
http://mrjamieebriggs.cmail20.com/t/ViewEmail/r/1E0C933CEBADDB762540EF23F30FEDED/01DED8884D022604F7E8006BBCB98688
http://mrjamieebriggs.cmail20.com/t/ViewEmail/r/1E0C933CEBADDB762540EF23F30FEDED/01DED8884D022604F7E8006BBCB98688
mailto:info@lakeshub.com
mailto:meningie@lakeshub.com
http://www.lakeshub.com
http://facebook.com/lakeshub
http://www.gwlap.org.au/
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Lake Alexandrina 

Sources— Various internet; including government sites 

Lake Alexandrina is a freshwater ephemeral 

lake located in the Fleurieu Peninsular and 

near Kangaroo Island and the Murray Mallee 

regions of South Australia, adjacent to the 

coast of the Southern Ocean, about 100 

kilometres south-east of Adelaide. 

 

 It covers an area of 649 km2. 

 has an average depth of  2.8mtrs; 

reaching a maximum depth  of 6mtrs. 

 The lake holds approximately  1.61km3 of 

water. 

The main town on the lake is Milang, with the 

village of Clayton Bay and the aboriginal 

community of Raukkan also sharing the shores 

of this freshwater lake. 

Lake Alexandrina is fed by three rivers.  The 

main one being the River Murray; but fed also 

by the Angus and Bremer Rivers. 

Before the white man came to the area there 

was a fairly large aboriginal population due to 

the abundance of food; plants, animals & 

marine & bird life. According to historical 

records there was a greater abundance of 

native wildlife in and around the lake.  When 

the white man came to the area, he 

introduced a number of non-native species, 

(cows, sheep, rabbits etc.), to the area and 

that turned the local ecosystem on its head 

and changed it to something that we are 

familiar with today. 

Wetland Area 

This wetland forms at the terminus of the 

longest and largest river in Australia. It 

incorporates 23 different types of wetlands 

which range from: freshwater to hypersaline, 

dense vegetation to open water, and 

temporary to permanently inundated land. 

The site meets eight nomination criteria 

specified by the Ramsar Convention. It covers 

an area of approximately 140,500 hectares, 

most of which is Crown Land and National 

Park. 

The Coorong and Lakes area supports many 

nationally and internationally significant flora 

and fauna. It provides habitat for nationally 

threatened species such as the: 

 Orange-bellied parrot 

 Mount Lofty ranges Southern Emu-Wren 

 Murray Hardyhead 

 hooded plover 

 freckled duck 

 southern pygmy perch 

 Murray cod 

 Southern bell frog. 

Also in the area are the critically endangered 

swamps of the Fleurieu Peninsula, the 

threatened Gahnia Sedge land ecosystem 

and a number of other threatened plant 

species such as the Metallic Sun-orchid. 

 

 

 

 

Metallic Sun-orchid 

(Thelymitra epipactoides)  

 

 

 

A diverse range of waterbirds regularly visit the 

wetland, particularly in summer. It is an 

important breeding site for the Australian 

pelican, crested tern, fairy tern, and the rufous 

night heron.  

 

 

Rufous Night Heron 

(Nycticorax 

caledonicu) 

 

 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=7&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiQ296WuI3MAhUD8mMKHTTkBA4QFghFMAY&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mdahlem.net%2Fbirds%2F5%2Fnheron.php&usg=AFQjCNFpshGlj1t5ezmHXspkfrMgITZ2Tw
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=7&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiQ296WuI3MAhUD8mMKHTTkBA4QFghFMAY&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mdahlem.net%2Fbirds%2F5%2Fnheron.php&usg=AFQjCNFpshGlj1t5ezmHXspkfrMgITZ2Tw
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Time again to count cockies  

 The Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo 

Recovery Team and BirdLife Australia are again 

seeking volunteers to assist with the 2016 annual 

count for the endangered SE Red-tailed Black-

Cockatoo, which will be held on Saturday 7 

May. 

2016 marks the 20th year of counting cockies, 

with the Recovery Team keen to see a good 

turnout of volunteers to help locate as many 

flocks as possible across more than 60 sites in 

stringybark forest across  the South-east of 

South Australia and South-west Victoria. 

Participating is easy – all you need is a survey 

partner/friend or group, binoculars, a love of 

the outdoors and a vehicle; preferably 4WD. 

For more information see the website and fill in 

the registration form, or contact Bronwyn 

Perryman 1800 262 062 redtail@birdlife.org.au. 

http://southeastnaturalresourcesmanagementboard.cmail20.com/t/r-l-ehhmht-irhyjjjjti-p/
http://southeastnaturalresourcesmanagementboard.cmail20.com/t/r-l-ehhmht-irhyjjjjti-x/
mailto:redtail@birdlife.org.au
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Monarto Zoo’s plans for Wild Africa will expand 

later this year with 30 Southern White 

Rhinoceros on the road to arriving in the 

Murraylands. 

The endangered Rhinos will be rescued from 

South Africa, where the poaching crisis 

threatens their extinction. 

If all plans go ahead, another 50 Rhinos could 

make Australian Zoo’s their home over the next 

two years.  On their arrival, Monarto Zoo will 

hold the biggest Rhino collection in the country. 

Monarto Zoo is one of the Australian Zoo’s 

working with The Australian Rhino Project, who 

are collaborating to safeguard this species. 

The Rhinos will be the first to arrive at Monarto 

since the seven from Kruger National Park, 

South Africa in 2002. 

Zoos SA Chief Executive Officer Elaine Bensted 

said it is essential to save these Rhinos and 

Monarto Zoo is thrilled to begin the process. 

“They are critically endangered, 1200 are 

slaughtered each year, despite their species 

count at just 20,000” she said. 

 “They are killing horrifically for their horns 

because it is believed that they contain a cure 

for a range of different diseases and this is 

incorrect,” she said. “Horns are made of keratin, 

the same stuff in human finger nails and hair.” 

Quarantine stages will prolong the process of 

their arrival but Ms Bensted said plans are in 

place to have 20 Rhinos arrive to Australia each 

year until all 80 are here. 

“Six should arrive later this year, initially to 

Western Plains Zoo in Dubbo, New South Wales 

before three are transferred here to Monarto,” 

she said. 

Shadow Minister for Tourism Anthony Albanese 

said the new Rhinos are great for tourism in the 

region. “The project will make positive 

contributions to sustainability and economic 

growth with job increases and is an attraction 

to tourists that should be supported by the 

government,” he said. 

Ms Bensted said Monarto Zoo was chosen 

based on their expertise and space, with 500 

hectares in Wild Africa for the Rhinos to be held. 

Zoo’s SA Chief Executive Officer, Elaine Bensted & Federal shadow Minister for Tourism, Anthony        

Albanese, at Monarto Zoo with two of the eight Southern White Rhinos awaiting more of their kind to 

arrive. 

Monarto’s New Rhinos 

Source – The Murray Valley Standard; Thursday 14th April 2016; Edited version;  

Writer – Emmalie Balnaves-Gale 
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Here’s How You Can Help Bee’s Survive        

Today 

Author: Jessica Tucker 

Source: http://www.onegreenplanet.org/

animalsandnature/ways-you-can-help-bees-

survive-today/  

With their numbers dwindling, the honeybee 

population faces a dire situation. Beginning in 

2006, beekeepers have been reporting yearly 

losses of their hives at rates of 30 to 90 percent. 

Aptly dubbed Colony Collapse Disorder to de-

scribe this disturbing new phenomenon, popu-

lations of beehives were simply disappearing 

and dying. 

Theories attributing the die-offs to a host of 

things ranged from radiation from cell phone 

towers to the parasitic Varroa mite. While the 

cell phone tower radiation may be less of a 

concern than it once was, and the varroa mite 

has been determined to be a legitimate threat 

to bee populations, all indications are now 

pointing towards pesticides as being the most 

harmful offenders of all – specifically, a group 

called neonicotinoids. 

How Do Neonicotinoids Affect Bees? 

Bees aren’t necessarily the targets of these pes-

ticides – rather, they are more appropriately 

considered to be the innocent bystanders of 

their application. When applied to the soil, pes-

ticides are then taken up into the structure of 

the plant, and assimilated into the material pro-

duced by the plant such as pollen and nectar. 

Bees are then essentially poisoning themselves 

when consuming these toxic products, which 

affect their central nervous systems and their 

immune systems. 

These two things (both linked to exposure to ne-

onicotinoids) are in line with the primary reasons 

for die-off: 

 

1. Colony Collapse Disorder 

Bees leave the hive, never to return again – as if 

they are lost and can’t find their way back 

home; the bees’ sense of direction is affected 

from the toxins that affect their central nervous 

systems. 

 

2. Compromised Immune Systems 

With compromised immune systems, the varroa 

mite has a much bigger impact on the bee 

population now that it is more vulnerable. 

Another important factor linked to the decline 

of bee populations is habitat loss. Every piece 

of land that gets developed is a piece of land 

that is no longer viable as habitat for wildlife. 

With less blooming plants, bees have less pollen 

and nectar available to them, eventually lead-

ing to food shortages. 

How Can We Help? 

While the situation facing honeybees may 

seem futile, there are things we can do to give 

them a helping hand: 

 

1. Stop using pesticides! Many natural alterna-

tives exist for use around the garden. Not only 

are they Earth friendly, they’re budget friendly 

too! 

2. Plant bee friendly gardens! Use native flowers 

(bees are especially attracted to blues & yel-

lows) that bees can utilize. Also take into con-

sideration the flower’s shape – long, tubular 

blooms are good for hummingbirds, but not for 

bees – think large landing pads (coneflowers, 

sunflowers, bee balm) and easily accessible 

nectar and pollen. 

3. Buy organic products! Both food and goods 

such as hemp and cotton grown organically 

are inherently healthier for the planet and bees 

than their conventionally grown counterparts. 

SWAMP FEST PLANTING DAY  

WHEN: 29 MAY 2016 

PLACE: STIPITURUS CONSERVATION PARK FLEURIEU PEN-

INSULA 7KMS FROM MOUNT COMPASS 

RSVP: REGISTRATIONS BY 22 MAY TO JODIE WOOF  

TELEPHONE: 8550 3426  

EMAIL: jodie.woof@s.a.gov.au 

(Please let me know if you have any special dietary 

requirements) A complimentary lunch will be provided 

(vego and vegan options) 

Families welcome. 

http://www.onegreenplanet.org/animalsandnature/ways-you-can-help-bees-survive-today/
http://www.onegreenplanet.org/animalsandnature/ways-you-can-help-bees-survive-today/
http://www.onegreenplanet.org/animalsandnature/ways-you-can-help-bees-survive-today/
http://www.ars.usda.gov/News/docs.htm?docid=15572
http://www.cnn.com/2010/WORLD/europe/06/30/bee.decline.mobile.phones/
http://www.cnn.com/2010/WORLD/europe/06/30/bee.decline.mobile.phones/
http://extension.entm.purdue.edu/publications/E-201.pdf
http://bees.pan-uk.org/neonicotinoids
http://www.comfycountrycreations.com/bugspray.htm
http://www.comfycountrycreations.com/bugspray.htm
http://eartheasy.com/grow_nat_pest_cntrl.htm
http://www.onegreenplanet.org/lifestyle/what-to-plant-in-your-garden-to-help-save-the-bees/
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From the Archives 

Trove.com.au 

The following is an article published in the 

“Advertiser” on the 7th  April 1934 

Because of the size of the article we will publish 

it in two parts, part 1 in this issue, part 2 in the 

next issue of the Bulletin.   

VANISHED TRIBAL LIFE of 

COORONG BLACKS 
 
Tragedy of Supplanted Race 

 

COUNTRY'S CHANGED ASPECT 

By NORMAN B. TINDALE, 

 

Ethnologist, S.A. Museum. 

 

As appeared in the Advertiser, 7th of April, 1934.  

 

Viewed through the eyes of the last full-

blooded aborigine in the South-East, 

whose memory can bridge the gap between 

our times and those of the vanished tribal life of 

the blacks in that portion of the State, we can 

dimly realise the tragedy to these people of the 

making over of their whole country to suit 

another race. 

 They were supplanted by the white man, and 

now only a few survivors remain. Until recent 

years the native customs and language of this 

area were as little known as those of any of the 

settled areas of Australia, and it is 

fortunate, therefore, that the Rockefeller 

Foundation, through the National 

Research Council, recently made a small 

fund available for detailed research among the 

few survivors of the Coorong or Tangane 

tribe. Recently, with Dr H. K. Fry, I spent eight 

days in the field, under the guidance of 

Clarence Long, whose native name is Milerum, 

the last surviving old man of the tribe, and a 

further three weeks at Taratap Station. 

 Valuable Details. This led to the gathering of 

many new facts about the native life of the 

South-East. Details of all the boundaries of the 

clans of the Tangane and Yaralde tribes, and of 

many of the small tribes of the lower South- East 

were determined, and detailed lists secured of 

the hunting and fishing places and the principal 

localities mentioned in native legends relating 

to the movements of totemic ancestors.  

Several important stories were written out, the 

native marriage customs were described, and 

details of hunting, fighting and magical 

practices secured. A long vocabulary of native 

words was compiled, and is to be added to 

notes obtained during previous phases of the 

investigations, which have extended 

at intervals over a period of two years. Most of 

the detailed information was supplied by old 

Milerum. The story of his life is an epitome of the 

taking over by a new race of the old hunting 

grounds of a stone-age people. He was born 

only about 66 years ago, and in that brief span 

he has viewed changes of which no ancestor 

of his would have dreamed.  

Tribal Wanderings - Milerum spent the first 20 

years of his life wandering about the Coorong 

with the already diminishing clans of the 

Tangane tribe. Fewer and fewer children were 

being born, and most of those that did come 

died in early youth, unable to withstand the 

new diseases and the strange demands of the 

new environmental conditions which were 

being thrust upon them by the ever-increasing 

European population.   His own country, the 

coastal parts of the Coorong, was at first 

practically untouched by the new human tide 

and remained much as it had always been. The 

Coorong was then very different 

in appearance from what it is today. Nearest 

the sea was a ninety-mile stretch of beach 

upon which the Southern Ocean thundered. 

Inland from this was a wide belt of sand hills, so 

densely clothed in scrub that scarcely a white 

strip showed, except where a shell-strewn break 

in the range marked some place where the 

people habitually camped. Beyond the sand 

hills there was a wide lagoon, teeming with 

animal and bird life, with ducks and swans 

and with fish such as mullet and 

mulloway. Fringing the landward shore of 

the Coorong, called by natives "Tengi," 

were numerous freshwater springs or 

"sucks," where the bird life congregated, 

and behind it all was the dense low scrub 

of Mallee, Yacca and honeysuckle, 

leading inland for many miles to 

mysterious country about which the natives 

had heard little except that it was the home of 

the dingo people, called in Milerum's tongue 

the Ngarkat.  

  Strange Sights - The Coorong natives of 

Milerum's childhood had seen the famous 

Gold Escort seek its way across trackless wastes 

to the Victorian diggings, to return with the 
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precious yellow metal which altered the white 

man's outlook in Australia and gave new 

impetus to the advancing tide of 

Europeans. Close on the heels of the Gold 

Escort they had seen travelling bands 

of strange beings more curious even than the 

white men. These were Chinamen, travelling 

overland from Port Adelaide to the promised 

land of gold. More than one "Chinaman's well" 

re- mains to mark their passing. A mail coach 

service from Wellington to the rapidly 

developing town of   Kingston wound its 

tortuous way along the landward side of the 

Coorong waters, struggling through dense 

Mallee scrub, and across swamp flat 

and around rocky points. Only the ruins of the 

old stables and the dimly visible tracks of the 

old four-wheelers skirting the points and 

swamps remain to- day to tell of unchronicled 

journeys along the dreaded Coorong. To this 

period belong the almost legendary tales of 

cattle killing and stealing, the shooting of 

natives, even of the burning of a party of 

aborigines who were trapped in a cave, and of 

their wholesale obliteration by means of 

poisoned flour.  

The metamorphosis of this part of the South-East 

was just beginning. Sheep stations followed 

hard upon the cattlemen, and soon the more 

trustworthy natives became shepherds, tending 

the flocks of their white supplanters. Milerum, as 

a young man, drifted into employment on the 

sheep stations. He worked on Taratap after it 

was first opened. With the native preference for 

bursts of activity rather than steady routine, he 

became a shearer, and was soon a champion 

in many sheds and acquired a reputation 

as blade shearer which many white men would 

envy. 

Firmly fixed in the traditions of his forefathers 

and influenced by his tribal laws, he accepted 

the wife chosen for him by the old men of 

his clan. She came from the tribe which lived 

above Wellington, and the old men gave a 

woman of their own clan in exchange for her. 

Of the seven children of this first marriage, all 

but two succumbed to the new environment 

into which they were born. When his wife died, 

Milerum again followed the rules of his tribe 

and would have sought a new bride from the 

same clan as before, but they were all dead. 

So he was given a second wife, from a place 

further up the Murray. Two full-blooded 

daughters and a son survive the death of 

his second wife. Today Milerum is a widower, 

unable to remarry according to tradition, 

for not one woman survives of the clans within 

which he should wed. Although overlain by 40 

years of casual association with Europeans 

and employment in occupations foreign to his 

forefathers, Milerum's knowledge of his country 

has not vanished. Untrammelled in his youth, he 

learned the arts of his forefathers, and 

his inability to read or write has doubtless 

helped him to retain his native outlook. 

Speaking three dialects of his own language 

freely, he still recalls the stories of long unused 

hunting grounds and camping spots, each 

with its name and associations, its legends and 

folk tales of the wanderings of the strange 

heroic ancestral human beings who formerly 

travelled over the country, and who became 

changed into the birds and animals of the 

present day. In his youth Milerum wandered 

over an area extending from Goolwa in 

the north-west to Bosun's Point (near Robe), in 

the south-east, and travelled from the seashore 

right inland to Cold and Wet and to Blackford.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clarence (Milerum) Long 

 

 

“Never fear shadows. They simply mean 

there’s light shining somewhere nearby” 

  Ruth Renkel 
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SA MDB NRM news 

Rejuvenating productive pastures in 

the  

Murraylands 

Within the Ranges to River District, a new focus 

on restoring paddock health is hoped to 

increase the production of pastures and 

conservation of native grasses. The Marginal to 

Mainstream project is designed to rejuvenate 

degraded pastures and improve productive 

capacity, particularly in areas where the 

economic viability of grazing is in decline. 

Natural Resources SAMDB staff and farmers are 

working together on a series of large-scale 

demonstration sites, hosted by farmers, to 

investigate various management strategies to 

boost pasture production and species diversity.                                                         

Factors being investigated include the 

management of invasive weeds, rotational and 

holistic grazing, chemical control and  

supplementary feeding sources.                                                           

Dick Richardson explaining the use of grazing cages 

in holistic grazing management to a group of 

farmers and land managers on a field day. 

 

In addition, many of the trial sites will be used to 

assess the pasture consumption of southern 

hairy-nosed wombats, sheep, kangaroos, snails 

and rabbits, and compare their grazing 

pressure potential. Field days will be held 

throughout the coming year, where 

landholders can experience firsthand the results 

of the trials located at Mount Mary, Keyneton, 

Tungkillo, Cambrai, Truro, Finniss and Kyeema. 

Sites at conservation parks will be used to 

measure the influence of fire, chemical control, 

soil disturbance levels and the effects of 

kangaroo grazing on native grass growth, and 

use of these factors as management tools to 

promote grass growth. The project has brought 

together 17 host farmers, more than 40 

participating farmers and ten recognised 

grassland and agricultural experts to share 

knowledge, design the trials, and to form a 

network to encourage adoption of 

management strategies to improve pastures. 

While significant outcomes are unlikely for at 

least two years, encouraging results have 

already been seen including a reduction in the 

weed population and the germination of sown 

native grass seed.  

Burning is just one of the trialled methods used to 

improve native pastures. 

The dry 2015 season has resulted in low 

germination rates but longer-term experiences 

will form a more comprehensive picture of 

useful management approaches, which will 

have endured the all too common dry times. 

This project is supported by the SA Murray-

Darling Basin Natural Resources 

Management Board through funding from 

the Australian Government. 
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Historical Spot 

Point Malcom Lighthouse                                    
Source—Internet 

Point Malcolm is the only freshwater inland 

lighthouse in the Southern Hemisphere and was 

named after Neill Malcolm who took up 4,000 

acres (1,600 ha) in the area in 1839. This was the 

beginning of Poltalloch Station which includes 

about 12 miles (19 km) of Lake Frontage. 

The Point Malcolm Lighthouse was built in 1878 

on the eastern side of the narrows between 

Lake Alexandria and Lake Albert, opposite 

Narrung. 

The importance of the Murray River trade and 

the expected increase in the exporting of 

riverine-delivered produce via Port Victor (now 

Victor Harbour) led to the decision to build the 

lighthouse at Point Malcolm. The lighthouse was 

built to assist ships that were passing through 

Lake Alexandria on their way to Lake Albert or 

the ports on the Murray River. 

The lighthouse was built by Richard Trenouth, a 

well-known builder from Strathalbyn, at a cost 

of £1,043 for both the tower and keeper's 

cottage. The light was first exhibited on 1 

February 1878. 

Mr. Geo Edmunds was appointed as Point 

Malcolm’s first Keeper on 8th January 1878. 

Mr. Lyell succeeded Mr. Edmunds as Keeper. 

In 1889 Mr. F Gardener succeeded Mr. Lyell as 

Keeper and in 1902 he took wildfowl, other birds 

and snakes to London and sold a pair of 

Pelicans for 5 pounds. On his return he took up 

250 acres of land at Watson Park near Milang. 

The next Keeper was Mr. Samuel Fowler 

however, dates cannot be found for his term. 

The keepers were self-sufficient and sold extra 

produce to locals. They stored excess produce 

in a small cave near the riverbank, which was 

cool and damp, while they waited for a boat to 

transport it to town for sale. A hole in the 

ground near the lighthouse dropped 

immediately to the cave below. 

After the light house was shut down in 

September 1931 due to a drop in the number of 

boats using the lakes. A ‘light on a pole’ was 

installed next to the old lighthouse. 

Over a period of time the lighthouse keeper’s 

homes fell into disrepair, one of which only has 

its walls still standing, (the home at the bottom 

of the hill), While the one next to the light house 

has recently been bought privately and has 

been restored and modernised. 

Public access to the light house is unrestricted, 

and makes available to people a fantastic 

view of the surrounding countryside & the lakes.  

But access to the old lighthouse keeper’s 

cottage is restricted to the owners. But access 

to the old lighthouse keeper’s cottage is 

restricted to the owners. 
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Felis catus (cat) –  an overview of a wildlife 

predator  

History Do you have a warm and furry 

companion purring on your lap as you read 

this? Good. What follows has been written for 

cat-owners who appreciate the natural 

environment but who are equally attached to 

a feline friend. Any meaningful discussion about 

cats and the environment must include both 

feral and domestic animals because in reality 

one can become the other. Evidence of 

wildlife losses caused by cats, through hunting 

and the spread of disease, is mounting as the 

findings of more studies are reported. Some 

people may feel exposed to criticism and even 

derision because of their cat and its effect on 

wildlife, but there is positive news for 

beleaguered owners and their pets. Some 

simple and sensible steps will remove the threat 

to wildlife. The cat, Felis catus, whether 

domesticated or feral, is a natural predator of 

animals up to its own weight and size, although 

the majority of animals killed weigh less than 

100 grams. In Australia, cats have been 

recorded as consuming a wide range of 

endemic wildlife as well as introduced pest 

species like the rabbit. Known prey includes 186 

species of birds, 87 reptile and 64 mammal 

species and numerous frogs and insects. 

According to the Environmental Protection 

Agency1 it is inevitable that rare and 

endangered animals, such as freckled ducks 

and bilbies, are numbered among the victims. 

Statistics vary from m source to source, but it 

seems likely that Australia has between 2.2 and 

3 million domestic cats. According to a study 

conducted by Adelaide zoologist Dr. David 

Paton1 these pets, despite generally being well 

fed at home, on average take 16 mammals, 8 

birds and 8 reptiles annually – potentially up to 

96 million vertebrates each year. Some people 

claim there are actually 12 million feral cats 

Australia-wide. Even if we accept the more 

cautious estimate of 3.8 million nominated by 

the Cape York Peninsula Landuse Strategy3 , 

this is still a lot of feral cats living on whatever 

they catch – an adult cat needs about 300 

grams of food daily to sustain itself. Since feral 

cats have no supplementary diet it is certain 

that they require more prey than domestic cats 

and the loss of wildlife is much greater, 

thousands of millions of animals a year. The 

blood protozoan disease Toxoplasmosis gondii, 

to which the cat is a host, causes death and 

foetal injury to native animals including 

marsupials and macropods. The endangered 

Proserpine rock wallaby is among the 

casualties.  

Domestic cat care  

From the outset it should be made quite clear 

that there is a simple win-win solution to the 

problem of domestic cats and the surrounding 

wildlife – a bonus for the humans that love both. 

The companionship provided by cats to many 

people is important socially and should not be 

played down by over-ardent environmentalists. 

A 1989 survey of cat-owners revealed that 23 

percent of men and 45 percent of women 

spent between 30 and 120 minutes playing with 

their cat every day  

There are three big management issues 

confronting a cat-owner – uncontrolled 

breeding; wildlife hunting and spread of 

disease. 

 But they are easily resolved by those genuinely 

wanting to make an environmental difference. 

1) De-sexing domestic cats prevents them 

further populating the wild should they stray or 

interact with feral animals. The pay-off is that, 

on average, desexed cats live longer and 

fighting and roaming in 90 percent of males is 

eliminated. Both sexes rarely spray urine when 

de-sexed because they become less territorial. 

2) Most cats will use litter trays if trained to. By 

cleaning the litter out daily and carefully 

disposing of the faeces, you can remove the 

danger of toxoplasmosis to members of the 

household as well as to wildlife. 

For more information click here                             

http://www.training.ntwc.org.au/PDF/

enjoying_both_your_cat_and_wildlife.pdf  ; http://

www.discoverycircle.org.au/projects/cat-tracker/tracks/ 

Feral Cat Workshop 

Thursday May 12 

7pm Strathalbyn  

Natural Resource 

Centre  

7Catherine Street 

Strathalbyn 

08 8536 5612  

An%20update%20of%20the%20Communications%20Report%20Card%20for%20January%20has%20been%20attached,%20with%20some%20images%20on%20the%20next%20page.
An%20update%20of%20the%20Communications%20Report%20Card%20for%20January%20has%20been%20attached,%20with%20some%20images%20on%20the%20next%20page.
An%20update%20of%20the%20Communications%20Report%20Card%20for%20January%20has%20been%20attached,%20with%20some%20images%20on%20the%20next%20page.
An%20update%20of%20the%20Communications%20Report%20Card%20for%20January%20has%20been%20attached,%20with%20some%20images%20on%20the%20next%20page.


 

Page 17 

 



 

Page 18 

Cullen australasicum  Common name Scurf Pea  

Erect much-branched herb or shrub, to 2 m high, 

Caterpillars eat the flowers and soft green parts of these 

annual or short-lived perennial plants . Cullen ssp. make an 

attractive addition to gardens and butterflies can also use 

the flowers as a nectar source. Aside from the ornamental 

value the native Scurf 

Pea is also used as 

pasture for livestock. is 

relatively high in 

nutritive value with 

leaves comparable to 

lucerne. 

BUSHWALKING                                                      

Dry Creek Native Forest Reserve 

The Dry Creek Native Forest Reserve offers two 

walking trails; the Creek Bed Walk and River 

Walk and is only a 20 minute drive from Mount 

Gambier. This reserve invites visitors to meander 

along the creek beds and up to the viewing 

platforms to see a magnificent view of the 

Glenelg River. 

A walk along the creek bed will take you along 

the Glenelg and you may even spot a wombat 

hole or two, as these shy natives are common 

in this area. 

A leisurely walk along the river bed is 

approximately 4 kilometres long and takes 

about 2 hours to complete. The walk can be 

considered moderately difficult and loops back 

to the starting point. There are ample 

opportunities along the way to take some 

beautiful photos, so make sure you bring your 

camera. 

Another walk available in the Dry Creek Native 

Forest Reserve is the River walk. The River walk is 

a little shorter at about three kilometers and 

takes about 90 minutes to complete. This walk 

features viewing platforms and you will see the 

spectacular Glenelg River along your way. This 

walk is easy to moderate and a person with 

average fitness will easily be able to complete 

the walk. 

The Mount Gambier township is located on the 

slopes of Mount Gambier (an extinct volcano) 

and is inundated with volcanic craters above 

sea level and the limestone caves beneath. 

The creek beds of the Forest reserve were 

formed as the result of volcanic activities many 

years ago.  
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River Murray – Weekly  Flow Advice 

For weekly flow / level reports on the River Murray and Lakes go to the following website: 

www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au  

Up‐to‐date River Murray flow and water level information can be accessed at the Department 

for Water, SA Water and Murray‐Darling Basin Authority websites: Water Connect, 

Daily Flow Report, River Murray Storage Data 

Details of river height and rainfall information in the River Murray within Victoria and New South 

Wales are available at the Bureau of Meteorology website: http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood 

Information on the discharge of acid drainage water into the Lower River Murray can be 

accessed online at: www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au 

For the latest River Murray Flow Report and Water Resources Update - 16th November 2012 visit: 

http://www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au 

Some electrical conductivity ranges 

Water type 
Electrical conductivity 

(µS/cm) 

Deionised water 0.5-3 

Pure rainwater <15 

Freshwater rivers 0 - 800 

Marginal river water 800 - 1600 

Brackish water 1600 - 4800 

Saline water > 4800 

Seawater 51 500 

Industrial waters 100 - 10000 

Source: Suttar S., Ribbons of Blue Handbook. 
Scitech, Victoria, 1990. 

 

Electronic versions of these charts are 

available from the Lakes Hub website.  

A spreadsheet of data is available on 

request from the Lakes Hub Coordinator.  

Data received from: 

www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au/RMWD/

Pages/default.aspx  

Please note: salinity levels in the Goolwa 

Channel can be influenced by tidal in-

gress. 

On the Level 

Contributions to the Bulletin  

The Bulletin comes out on the fourth Friday of each month.  We are always looking for Coorong 

and Lower Lakes events and articles of interest. Contributions must reach the Lakes Hub Coordi-

nator (info@lakeshub.com) by the start of business, the Tuesday prior to release.  

http://www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au
http://bit.ly/OJWstQ
http://bit.ly/OJWzFT
http://bit.ly/OJWNwP
http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood
http://www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au
http://www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au
lakeshub.com/lake-levels/
https://www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au/RMWD/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au/RMWD/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:info@lakeshub.com?subject=Bulletin%20contribution%20or%20event


CALENDAR OF EVENTS  for more info contact the Lakes Hub  

If you have any relevant community event or courses that you would like added to the Calendar of 

Events please contact the Lakes Hub. 

Disclaimer 

All the links and articles in this Bulletin are provided as a courtesy to recipients. While I try and keep these links and articles as up-to-

date as possible, I can't guarantee their accuracy, adequacy, timeliness, or completeness. 

In addition, the existence of a link to another site or resource does not constitute a recommendation or endorsement of that site or 

 May 

1 Bird identification & monitoring workshop & field surveying workshop  

2 Managing your farm business workshop Milang 

3 Managing your farm business workshop Strathalbyn 

4  

5  

6  

7 2016 annual count for the endangered SE Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo, 

8  

9  

10  

11  

12  

13 Asist program suicide prevention and intervention methods workshop May 13 and 14 

14 Bird identification & monitoring workshop & field surveying workshop  

15 2016 Morgan Living River Festival  May 14 and 15  

16  

17  

18  

19 Lakes Hub Drought Ready Communities planning workshop at Wellington  

20  

21  

22  

23 Managing your farm business workshop Milang 

24 Managing your farm business workshop Strathalbyn 

25  

26  

27  

28  

29 Swamp fest planting day Mt Compass  

30  

http://www.aroundyou.com.au/whats-on/events/2016-morgan-living-river-festival

