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Hello all,
We say our final goodbye to our coordinator Megan Collins, who is
leaving us to pursue her passion in Community health. Megan’s hard work,
patience and knowledge have been a valuable asset to the Lakes hub,
and we wish her all the best. She will be sadly missed by all in the office
and also by those in the community who have been privileged to work
with Megan.
We are very pleased to announce Faith Coleman will recommence as the
Lakes Hub Coordinator (Faith filled the role previously while Megan was on
Maternity Leave). Faith is extremely passionate and dedicated to the
local environment and our Community and we are grateful she will
continue working with us at the Lakes Hubs.
Congratulations to Andrew Dawes and the Meningie progress association
for their highly commended award for ‘Health and Wellbeing” and
Meningie RSL for the Highly commended achievement for “Appearance
Amenities and Facilities” award at this years KESAB ceremony.
The awards were held at the entertainment centre on the 13th of
November and were a fabulous day to acknowledge and show
appreciation for the many communities who value and make an impact
on environmental issues and awareness.
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30th anniversary of Ramsar listing for Coorong
and Lower Lakes
Date posted: 12 November 2015
Minister Ian Hunter
Minister for Sustainability, Environment and Conservation
Minister for Water and the River Murray
Minister for Climate Change

Water and the River Murray Minister Ian Hunter today joined celebrations marking 30 years since the
listing of the Coorong, Lakes Alexandrina and Albert wetland as a Ramsar wetland of international
significance.
“There is much to celebrate today – alongside the
30th anniversary, we also marked five years of continuous flows to the Coorong, made
possible with environmental flows at the end of the Millennium drought, and the opening
of the Boundary Creek Fishway,” he said.
“These are noteworthy milestones that show the progress we have made in helping return this beautiful region to health following the drought.
“State and Australian Governments and the local community have all been vital in restoring the region and building its resilience, however its future is dependent on environmental water.
“This is one of the many reasons why the State Government is calling for the Murray Darling Basin Plan to be implemented on time and in full.
“The delivery of environmental water under The Living Murray Initiative has been essential
to maintaining freshwater releases to the Coorong, and these flows are critical to supporting the ongoing recovery of native fish, waterbirds, vegetation and maintaining the
site’s ecology and international importance.
“We must continue to highlight the importance of continued, careful management by
South Australia to make the most efficient use of environmental water.”
The Boundary Creek fishway is the first of several new barrage fishways, with others
planned for the Ewe Island, Goolwa and Mundoo Island barrages.
The fishway has been completed in collaboration with the Murray-Darling Basin Authority
and SA Water, and supported by RecFish SA.
Minister Hunter said some great outcomes for the region were starting to be realised. recreation, tourism, agriculture and fishing, and as an area central to Aboriginal culture and
spiritual beliefs,” he said.
“But we still have more work to do to sustain the Coorong, Lakes Alexandrina and Albert
wetland as a Ramsar site, as well as supporting its role in ( More over page)
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Fast facts
 The Convention on Wetlands of International Importance (the Ramsar Convention) was signed in Ramsar, Iran on 2 February 1971
 The Ramsar Convention aims to halt the worldwide loss of wetlands and to conserve, through wise use and management, those that remain
 The Convention encourages member countries to nominate sites containing representative, rare or unique wetlands, or that are important for conserving biological
diversity, to the List of Wetlands of International Importance (Ramsar sites)
 The Coorong and Lakes Alexandrina and Albert wetland was listed under the
Ramsar Convention in 1985, and has a total surface area of 242,500 hectares.
 Number of Contracting Parties to Ramsar Convention: 169
 Number of Ramsar Sites worldwide: 2,218
 Total surface area of designated sites: 214,131,110 hectares
 Australia was one of the first countries to become a Contracting Party to the
Convention and designated the world's first Ramsar site, Cobourg Peninsula, in 1974
 Australia's 65 Ramsar sites cover more than 8.3 million hectares, forming an impressive estate of diverse wetland types; freshwater and marine; permanent and
ephemeral; in every climatic zone
More information on Australia's wetlands and the Ramsar Convention in Australia is
available from www.environment.gov.au/wetlands or the Ramsar Convention website at www.ramsar.org

Photos of CLLMM regional stakeholders were taken for the CLLMM Recovery
Program Ramsar Celebrations and displayed on the day at the gallery.
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Article sourced from the Murray Valley Standard Newspaper 19/11/2015

CLAYTON BAY – Long-time water campaigner, the late Henry Jones, has been acknowledged for his hard work at a ceremony earlier this month.

The Murray-Darling Wetlands Working Group (MDWWG) held the ceremony at Sails Restaurant at Clayton Bay, where the group awarded Henry a place in the Hall of Fame
Gallery.
His induction is to recognise his work in the wetland and river management and advocacy.
MDWWG chair Howard Jones said the award acknowledged those who made an outstanding contribution to water work.
“I call them water warriors,” Mr Jones said.
He said Henry’s intimate knowledge of the River Murray, Lakes and Coorong was
acknowledged through the award.
“He knew his patch and he knew his people,” he said.
Working Group members travelled from Wentworth, Mildura and other towns along the
Murray Darling to recognise Henry’s work.
Henry was a commercial fisherman who, with his wife Gloria, founded the community
of Clayton Bay.
He saw the failing health of the River Murray, Lake Alexandrina, Lake Albert, and
Coorong; the disappearance of the Murray Cod, Silver Perch and Catfish; and the impact on the community.

In 1981, when the Murray Mouth closed for the first time, he began to advocate.
Henry gave many hours of his time to the Native Fish Strategy and Basin Community
Committees and the Living Murray Community Reference Group, and was one of the
found members of the River, Lakes and Coorong Action Group.
He was the first community member to receive the River Murray Medal, awarded by the
Murray Darling Basin Authority, and his work was essential in the shaping of the Murray
Darling Basin Plan.
Henry passed away in April 2014, and his legacy lives on in his family, who continue to fish
and live in the area.

The Hall of Fame induction award is not be an annual award, rather an acknowledgement of outstanding commitment to the wellbeing of the Murray-Darling Basin.
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South East Flows Restoration Project
Project update November 2015
This update provides an overview of activities underway to deliver the South East Flows Restoration Project (SEFRP). Please refer to previous project updates on the SEFRP webpage for further background information.
Design and Survey
The SEFRP is currently in design stage, involving a series of onground engineering surveys and water modelling investigations to identify the infrastructure that will be needed to move water along the flow path.
Design for the SEFRP is being developed in three phases of concept design, design development and
design documentation.
In July 2015, the concept design was confirmed for the alignment section of Blackford Drain off-take to
Henry Creek Road. Since this time, the design development phase has involved further consultation with
landholders to confirm the best locations for crossings, fencing and drainage infrastructure. This is to ensure that any new infrastructure complements existing landholder operations and considers stock, vehicle and machinery movement. This phase has also identified landholder interest to inundate wetlands
along the way to the Coorong, which will be incorporated in the design where applicable.
Over the coming months, onground survey and desktop water flow modelling will continue to refine the
alignment design, with completion scheduled for December 2015.
The alignment from Henry Creek Road to the Salt Creek outlet is in the final stages of investigation to
identify the feasibility of inundating the Tilley Swamp Watercourse en route to the Coorong South Lagoon. Once completed, a concept design for this section of the alignment will be confirmed.
Environmental Management Program
Data collected during the flora, fauna and native vegetation surveys in June 2015 has been reviewed
and a Native Vegetation Management Plan is currently in preparation. This Plan will outline how construction of the project intends to avoid or minimise clearance of native vegetation. Strategies to minimise the spread of weeds and Phytophthora will be developed. It will also identify wetland areas that
have become “terrestrialised” due to a lack of water, and how these may be restored to aquatic environments through additional flows once infrastructure is operational.
The Plan and survey data will inform the Environment, Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (1999)
(Cwth) referral regarding matters of national environmental significance and the Native Vegetation Act
(1991) (SA) assessment regarding native vegetation clearance.
Wetland condition monitoring at representative locations en route to the Coorong was scheduled to
commence in spring 2015, including the Taratap and Tilley Swamp flats and Morella Basin. Due to unseasonably dry conditions the monitoring has been deferred until 2016 in anticipation of wetter conditions.
Water quality monitoring in the Coorong and the South East Drainage Network is currently underway. It
involves the Environmental Protection Authority sampling 14 locations on a fortnightly to monthly basis.
This monitoring is providing data to support a water quality risk assessment for the project. Four science
workshops have taken place to identify risks and appropriate mitigation strategies to ensure the project
has no adverse impacts upon Coorong water quality.
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South East Flows Continued
Community Engagement
The SEFRP Steering Committee continues to meet every six weeks to review project progress and provide
advice and recommendations to the Department of Environment, Water and Natural Resources on project delivery. The SEFRP Steering Committee is supported by two advisory groups including the SEFRP Design and Environment Advisory Group.

ment, representative images of onground survey works and wetland birds.
On completion of the full alignment concept design, a series of public information sessions will be held
across the South East and CLLMM regions. Further information will be provided about these information
sessions over the coming months.
Cultural Heritage Program
The Cultural Heritage Program involves conducting a cultural heritage survey as part of the design process to identify Aboriginal cultural heritage sites (sites, objects or burials) along and adjacent to the proposed construction works. The survey will be conducted within the proposed construction area.
Pre-construction cultural heritage monitoring is scheduled to commence in early November 2015. It will
involve an archaeologist and two community heritage monitors surveying the length of the alignment.
Any heritage sites identified through this work will be managed a culturally appropriate manner.
Aboriginal cultural heritage cannot be disturbed without authorisation under section 23 of the Aboriginal
Heritage Act 1988. The Ngarrindjeri Regional Authority and the South East Aboriginal Focus Group
(through a partnership with Burrandies Aboriginal Corporation) will conduct the cultural heritage survey of
the alignment.
Land Acquisition
Land for the project will be acquired by agreement or by compulsory acquisition in accordance with the
Land Acquisition Act 1969. It is preferred to acquire land by agreement and this process will commence
once design development of the alignment has progressed.
Construction Delivery
A construction contract will be awarded on completion of design documentation for the SEFRP alignment. This is scheduled to enable mobilisation of construction crew in spring 2016.
The South East Flows Restoration Project is part of the Coorong, Lower Lakes and Murray Mouth Recovery
Project funded by the South Australian Government’s Murray Futures program and the Australian Government.

The South East Flows Restoration Project is part of the Coorong, Lower Lakes
and Murray Mouth Recovery Project funded by the South Australian Government’s Murray Futures program and the Australian Government.
For
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“Your everyday actions are the open windows whereby the world may see your beliefs!”
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Commonwealth Environmental Water Office Media Release
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Decline of Tiger Snakes
Source: edited from an article by Peter Mirtschin; Director of Venom Science Pty Ltd, in FAME –
Issue # 2, 2015; Newsletter for the Foundation of Australia’s Most Endangered species
Tiger snakes (Notechis scutatus) were once the largest cause of snakebite and snakebite related deaths in Australia. Before anti - venom was developed in Australia Tiger snake bites contributed to 40% of snake bite deaths in Australia. Today this has been surpassed by the Brown
snake; which seems to be able to better cope with degraded habitat than the Tiger snake.

Over the last 20yrs it has become
evident that Tiger snakes on mainland Australia have been disappearing at an alarming rate. Populations on offshore islands have remained stable, it has become evident however that mainland populations are disappearing. An example of this decline can be shown in
the population of Tiger snakes in the
Lower Lakes area of the Murray River; Lakes Alexandrina & Albert and
environs.

The above diagram shows a rapid
decline in numbers over the last 65yrs in the Milang area. There have been no scientific studies
carried out on the reasons for this decline so we can only speculate as to the causes. Tiger
snakes are heavily reliant on frogs, and frogs are declining also in numbers.
The regulation & reduction of water flows in the river Murray is a serious threat to amphibians.
This coupled with a multitude of other threats; i.e. introduced weeds, pesticides, herbicides &
also feral animals, such as cats, European Carp and other exotic fish. Also the decline of water
quality and loss of Habitat due to agriculture and the rise of salinity in the water.
On the positive side, we have seen a major increase and interest in native vegetation restoration, which will be of some assistance in saving tiger snakes, although it won’t be enough on its
own.
Action to arrest the decline of tiger snakes and frogs is needed, including:


Stabilising river flows to coincide with normal flood & drought cycles; control of the use of
pesticides and herbicides near water.



Serious reduction of feral animals, especially feral cats.



Studies to determine the best ways to eradicate or control weeds, such as Couch
grass, currently choking many littoral habitats (shore area’s) of the Lower lakes.
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History Spot
Milang Public School—150 years ago
Source—trove.nla.gov.au

In honour of the 150yrs celebration of the Milang school here are a few old newspaper articles of
events at the Milang School.
From the “South Australian Register” dated 2 July 1869
SCHOOL EXAMINATION.
Mr. KEMP'S SCHOOL, MILANG.

The half-yearly examination of the Milang School was held on Friday, June 25. There was
a fair attendance of parents and friends, the chair was occupied by Mr. W. J L Crawford.
Mr. Kemp reported that the central improvement during the last six months had far
exceeded that of any former half-year. The attendance had been more regular, and in
all the classes the competition had been such that many of the scholars were generally
so nearly together in marks that it was difficult to decide who had the most determinedly
persevered. In conclusion, he assured the parents present that no labour would be
wanting on his part to promote the interests of their children, and their advancement in
learning and Christian deportment. Recitations were delivered in a very creditable
manner by the following scholars:— J. Kemp. W. Kimber, W. Shackle. M. Crawford. W.
Gosling, W. McRae, and E. Kemp. The Rev. C. D. Watt, assisted by the Chairman,
proceeded to examine the scholars in geometry, history, geography, grammar,
arithmetic, &c Those who distinguished themselves in the first division were J. Kemp, W.
Shackle. E. Kemp, W. Kimber. S. Pavy. M. Goldsworthy, and M. Crawford : second
division, A. Gosling, P. Pavy, W. Dunk, J. Golds worthy, and K. Crawford; third division, J.
Pomery, T. Chalklen. and J. Heseltine; fourth division, E. Dunk. T. Turvey, and W. Gosling.
Mr. Crawford proposed, and Mr. Goldsworthy seconded, a vote of thanks to Mr. Kemp.
Mr. Kemp expressed a wish that the parents would interest themselves more in the
education of their children, as both their future happiness and prosperity in a great
measure depended upon their early education. At the conclusion the pupils gave three
hearty cheers for their respected teacher, after which the parents and friends, with the
scholars, sat down to a sumptuous tea, kindly provided by Mr. and Mrs Kemp.
The original article can be seen here :- http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/
article/41394055#pstart3957158
Copy of notice in “The Advertiser”, Adelaide newspaper dated “Saturday, December 20 1890”
Milang Public School
[by telegraph]
Milang, December 19.
The annual prize distribution and speech day with the Milang Public School, took place today,
when there was a large attendance of young people, and nearly 50 prizes were presented. The
year has been marked by great success.
Original article can be viewed here : - http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/26768180?
searchTerm=Milang%20school&searchLimits=l-title=34|||l-australian=y
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GWLAP Native Grasses Workshop
Come and join us for an evening with Andrew Crompton, an expert
on the grasses that are indigenous to our area.
This workshop is aimed at people with little knowledge about native
grasses – new property owners in particular will benefit from this
workshop.
The evening will be divided into two parts.
Part 1 – an overview of native grasses in our area.
What are native grasses? How do they differ to introduce species?
How can I tell if I have them on my property?
What does it mean if I do?
How can I care for them and encourage them to spread?
Part 2 – a closer look at native grasses.
Have a closer look at some common native grasses as well as some
common introduced grasses.
Bring along a sample for id.
Find out how to get more information when you need it.
Supper will be provided. Please RSVP to Jacqui Wilson
jacqui.wilson@gwlap.org.au 8536 5617.
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Additional Funding opportunities
http://www.nrm.gov.au/national/sustainable-agriculture-small-grants
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Water Bird Arial Survey Results
UNSW Australia Centre of Ecological Science Australia
The results are out and its exciting to hear that due to the increase in water levels in the
Lakes, habitat restoration is increasing…...here's a little extract from the report …….
We also spent a little more time estimating the sizes of the impressive colonies of pied cormorants and straw-necked ibis. The lakes were obviously highly productive this year for
these species as there were more colonies established than in previous years. These are
particularly important given the absence of breeding anywhere else in the MurrayDarling Basin, apart from some small colonies in the Barmah-Millewa Forest

To read the full report go to : www.ecosystem.unsw.edu.au/logs/eastern-australianwaterbird-survey/aerial-survey-6th-november-2015

Left image
Colony of breeding Straw Necked Ibis
Right image : Looking south of the Coorong to the Murray Mouth

Source: UNSW Australia, Center of Ecosystem Science Australia
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Hooded Plover
Hooded Plover (Thinornis rubricollis)
Family: Charadriidae
Other Names: Hooded Dotterel; Dotterel;
(colloquially) Hoodie
Body length: 19 – 23cm
Height: 10cm
Average Weight: 90 – 100gm
Wingspan:

36 -44cm

Mature birds will lay 1 – 3 white or yellowish-grey eggs with blackish-brown and inky grey
spots. Which they will incubate for approximately 28 days. Once hatched the chicks will
follow their parents around to find their own food. It takes 5 weeks before the hatchling
is able to fly. They reach full height in 35 days

It is estimated that there are approximately 500 – 800 Hooded Plovers in South Australia,
and less than 70 birds on the Fleurieu Peninsula.
Hooded Plovers live and raise their young on beaches. And they like to nest where we
like to walk, between the high water mark and the sand dunes Because the sea washes
up seaweed & algae onto the shore this provides a rich & easy source of insect and other small creatures for the birds to feed on.
Living on the beach you would think that they would be easy to find, but because of
their colouring they are not that easy to see, they blend into their enviroment very well.
And becomes a problem as it is difficult to spot them and it would be very easy to tread
or drive on and crush eggs or chicks. And if humans or dogs stay near the nest this may
mean that the parents will stay away from the nest and leave the eggs vulnerable to
natural predators and young chicks will hide and stay still, and as a result may starve.

While there are strategies in place by local conservation groups and local councils and
also relevant government departments. We, being the people on the spot so to speak,
can help to protect this species.
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Ways we Can Help

Learn to identify Hoodies. If they are present on your beach during spring & summer, it is likely that they are nesting there.
If you are walking your dog at these times, please put them on a leash and walk
them along the waters edge. Adult plovers will warn their chick to stay still and
hide for longer if they see an unleashed dog on the beach.
If you see a fenced area or signs warning of Plovers; don’t sit near or park vehicles
near these signs. Staying near these signs will keep parent birds away from their
young and the young may starve.
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Dolphin Watching and Monitoring
The school holidays will soon be upon us and if you are looking for something that all the family
can enjoy, then taking part in the Kangaroo Island/ Victor Harbour Dolphin watch program may
be just the thing for you and your family. There is a data sheet available to help in identifying
and tracking Dolphins that you may see. For further information go to either of these websites;
www.kangarooislanddolphinwatch.com.au or www.wdcs.org.au ; for sources of the data sheets
and other information.

Coastal Walkabout

Another idea for the school holidays and also an opportunity for you hand your family to
participate in a citizen science project. Is to take walks along the coast and using your
smartphone record info or take pictures using the free coastal Walkabout App.
Murdoch University along with the Nicholas School of the Environment at Duke University; Marine
Ventures Foundation along with Cetacean Research unit; Marine Conservation Ecology
collaborating with Gaia Resources. Have developed this free app in which you can use to
record information on coastal fauna. It uses an open source database, and enables people
from all over the world from all walks of life; e.g. scientists, government, schools, business,
community and also individuals both to collaborate providing information and using it to get a
comprehensive picture of their environment.
This app is also designed so that it can be used in any number of different environmental
projects. i.e. Bushfire management, cane toad monitoring.
To learn more about this app and download it go to the Coastal Walkabout website at
www.coastalwalkabout.org
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On the Level
Some electrical conductivity ranges
Water type

Electrical conductivity
(µS/cm)

Deionised water

0.5-3

Pure rainwater

<15

Freshwater rivers

0 - 800

Marginal river water

800 - 1600

Brackish water

1600 - 4800

Saline water

> 4800

Seawater

51 500

Industrial waters

100 - 10000

Source: Suttar S., Ribbons of Blue Handbook.
Scitech, Victoria, 1990.

Electronic versions of these charts are
available from the Lakes Hub website.
A spreadsheet of data is available on
request from the Lakes Hub Coordinator.
Data received from:
www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au/RMWD/
Pages/default.aspx
Please note: salinity levels in the Goolwa
Channel can be influenced by tidal ingress.

River Murray – Weekly Flow Advice
For weekly flow / level reports on the River Murray and Lakes go to the following website:
www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au
Up‐to‐date River Murray flow and water level information can be accessed at the Department
for Water, SA Water and Murray‐Darling Basin Authority websites: Water Connect,

Daily Flow Report, River Murray Storage Data
Details of river height and rainfall information in the River Murray within Victoria and New South
Wales are available at the Bureau of Meteorology website: http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood
Information on the discharge of acid drainage water into the Lower River Murray can be
accessed online at: www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au
For the latest River Murray Flow Report and Water Resources Update - 16th November 2012 visit:
http://www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au

Contributions to the Bulletin
The Bulletin comes out on the second and fourth Friday of each month. We are always looking
for Coorong and Lower Lakes events and articles of interest. Contributions must reach the Lakes
Hub Coordinator (info@lakeshub.com) by the start of business, the Tuesday prior to release.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

for more info contact the Lakes Hub

If you have any relevant community event or courses that you would like added to the Calendar of
Events please contact the Lakes Hub.

November
24
25

Milang to Goolwa Freshwater Classic

26
27
28

Milang School—150th celebrations

29

Goolwa Wharf Market—9am—3.30pm

30

December
1

Milang Community Garden Trading Table—9-10:30AM

2
3
4
5

Drawing on Country exhibition opens; South Coast Regional Arts Centre, Goolwa;
Port Elliot Market; 9am—2pm

6
7
8
9
10
11

Strathalbyn Christmas Pageant & fireworks display

12
13

Goolwa Wharf Market—9am—3.30pm ; Goolwa Christmas Festival

14

Milang Community Garden Trading Table—9-10:30AM

15

Port Elliot Carols

16
17
18
19

Port Elliot Market; 9am—2pm

20
21
Disclaimer
All the links and articles in this Bulletin are provided as a courtesy to recipients. While I try and keep these links and articles as up-todate as possible, I can't guarantee their accuracy, adequacy, timeliness, or completeness.

