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Community 

Bul let in 

Hello!  

Its been a busy month for the Lakes 

Hub staff, we have attended the 

Port Elliot, Strathalbyn, Coonalpyn, 

and Keith Agricultural shows as well 

as the Flyways festival at the 

Adelaide Bird Sanctuary and the 

Waterways event at Clayton Bay.  It 

has been very interesting meeting 

and talking to community members 

about the CLLMM region, and what 

they love about the region and their 

concerns for the future, thankyou. 

The Lakes Hub have started 

engaging with community members 

on the  Drought Ready' Community 

document. See faiths article on 

page 2. and this week is National Recycling week so there are some great 

events and tours to participate in (see our events page).  

Landcare Australia are also holding some great events From farm to Fork 

and  there are many ways you can get involved in supporting our local 

agriculture, you can even nominate your favourite local eatery. 

 

Lakes Hub Bulletin Survey 

2015 

Yes its that time of the year again  

that the Lakes Hub are 

conducting the annual Bulletin  

Survey.  We want our readers to 

get the most out of the Lakes Hub 

community Bulletin and we have 

made several changes over the 

last 12 months so please tell us what you think.  

Click the image above to take the Lakes Hub Bulletin survey and 

you could win a trip for two on the Cruise the Coorong boat trip ….. 

 

mailto:info@lakeshub.com
mailto:meningie@lakeshub.com
http://www.lakeshub.com
http://facebook.com/lakeshub
http://www.gwlap.org.au/
https://docs.google.com/a/lakeshub.com/forms/d/1BMbbXTp4rLLB7HDxhODSKEUIn3THZsXdJ1yatKTU2Ds/viewform
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The Great Community Seal Count 

In typical Lakes and Coorong style, the 

communities around the lakes have decided 

that talking about the Long-nosed Fur Seal 

issue is not enough. They would like to be 

involved in quantifying the issue or potentially 

finding a solution.  

Lack of data is the most commonly stated 

issue in responses from scientists to 

community queries. Several Lakes and 

Coorong locals believe it is a few individual 

animals and their broader distribution, rather 

than the sheer number of animals near the 

mouth, which is causing some of the more 

visible impacts, attributed to the issue. The 

existing DEWNR surveys (quite rightly, due to 

resource restrictions) are targeted to pick up 

the high-population areas within the 

Coorong, but that will not provide answers to 

these broader questions.  

With all of this in mind, a number of 

community individuals decided it was time to 

undertake a citizen science project – For 

community volunteers to use DEWNR 

methodologies to undertake a broader 

assessment of where the Long-nosed Fur 

Seals are and what they are doing, within the 

Ramsar site.  

At present many of the Long-nosed Fur Seals 

have gone back to their colonies to breed, 

so the numbers are significantly down, so this 

was considered the ideal time to trial a 

community monitoring event. On the 17th of 

October, nine fisher folk and nine general 

community members went out on the water 

and along the beaches, with seal recording 

kits, to try and count what they saw. Seven 

News tagged along, keen to get a positive 

story on the Lakes and Coorong Fur Seal 

issue.  

While the final log books have only just made 

it back to the coordination team and only a 

portion of the Coorong and Lakes were 

surveyed, the results are looking promising. 

The numbers within usual DEWNR count are 

were very similar (if anything, the community 

count was less) with a matching numbers 

found in Lake Alexandrina and a few seals 

seen further down the Coorong. In total, the 

community recorded fourty-five seals, but 

some of these are likely to be duplicates, 

once the data is mapped.  

The organising committee are keen to make 

this a regular monthly event, they just need to 

sort out some small things, like some way to 

cover the petrol costs for the boats and 

insure the participants for any misadventure.  

 

Drought Ready Communities 

Late last year, the Lakes Hub committee 

started discussing  the need for the 

communities and major stakeholders around 

the Lakes and Coorong to start discussing  

how the community can do to be more 

ready for the next drought.  

In October, we had our first major sit-down 

discussion with a group of stakeholders about 

what this could look like, with many 

attendees at the main meeting and 

participants in smaller meetings agreeing that 

trying to initiate something like the American 

Drought Ready Communities program would 

be a useful model for the community to 

investigate.  

If you are part of an organisation that or 

stakeholder group within or adjacent the 

Ramsar site and would like Faith to come and 

discuss the proposed Drought Ready 

Communities program with you, please give 

her a call on 0419 823 286.  
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Waterbird Aerial Surveys coming up - Uni NSW 

 
Researchers from the Australian Centre for Ecosystem Science at the University of New 

South Wales will be conducting low level aerial surveys of waterbirds in the Lower Lakes 

and Coorong districts from the 5th to the 7th of November 2015. 

 

If you see the small orange and black aircraft – they are conducting surveys, done an-

nually each spring, are funded by the National Water Commission as part of ongoing 

work to monitor the health of the River Murray and Lower Lakes and Coorong wetlands. 

 

The surveys will be done in a single engine light aircraft (Cessna 206) operated by the 

NSW National Parks & Wildlife Service. The NPWS pilot and aircraft are fully certified and 

endorsed for low level flight operations. The surveys are rapid and most of the low level 

flying is done over water so disturbance to stock or residents is minimised. 

 

For further information please see: https://www.ecosystem.unsw.edu.au/content/rivers-

and-wetlands/waterbirds/national-waterbird-survey 

  

The outcomes of the survey will be published in a public summary report in December.  

http://gwlap.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fb13f19c64c0a3d40eb781f1b&id=3bff9c38b3&e=426c6fe9c5
http://gwlap.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fb13f19c64c0a3d40eb781f1b&id=3bff9c38b3&e=426c6fe9c5
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Native sedge grass helps restore Lower Lakes wetlands 

Date posted: 12 October 2015 DENWR Media Release 

New research has shown that the planting of native sedge grass is helping improve wetland 

health in the internationally significant Lake Alexandrina and Lake Albert Ramsar wetlands. 

Department of Environment, Water and Natural Resources (DEWNR) Vegetation Program re-

searcher Dr Sacha Jellinek said agriculture, water regulation and droughts have all impacted on 

native plant communities, water quality and quantity, aquatic vegetation and wetland fauna. 

"The health of wetlands around the world, including those at the Coorong, are now a priority 

thanks to agreements such as the Ramsar Convention which was implemented to protect these 

valuable ecosystems," Dr Jellinek said. 

"Our research has focused on the positive impact the planting of the native sedge species, river 

club-rush (Schoenoplectus tabernaemontani), has had on ecosystems in targeted areas around 

the Lower Lakes region. 

"Planting sedge along the shoreline creates a breakwater that slows down water flow and actu-

ally allows wetland plants to recover, recolonise and grow. 

"This happens quite quickly, with the newly planted areas soon resembling older, more estab-

lished plant communities. 

"We have found the planted river club-rush has ultimately helped restore aquatic habitats, plant 

communities and wetland biodiversity which demonstrates that the work we’re carrying out is 

having a real impact on the region. 

"Anecdotally, land erosion is also reduced by restoring native sedge species, and native animals 

start to use these replanted areas which is a great outcome." 

Approximately 40 kilometres of shoreline has been planted at 23 sites around Lakes Albert and 

Alexandrina over the past three years, with further planting scheduled for 2016. This follows ten 

years of plantings undertaken by community groups around the Lower Lakes area. 

This project is just one of a number helping to restore the ecological and productive value of the 

region through the Coorong, Lower Lakes and Murray Mouth (CLLMM) Recovery Project. 

The CLLMM project was established when the impacts of prolonged drought and water over-

allocation across the Murray-Darling Basin left the Coorong and lakes Alexandrina and Albert 

(the Lower Lakes) wetlands on the brink of environmental collapse. 

The extensive Vegetation Program is restoring up to 130 native plant species by collecting and 

propagating seeds, planting seeds and seedlings, putting up fences, protecting Aboriginal herit-

age and controlling pest plants and animals. 

The research was commissioned by the CLLMM Recovery Program Vegetation Project and un-

dertaken by PIRSA’s South Australian Research and Development Institute (SARDI) Aquatic Sci-

ences team with assistance from the Goolwa to Wellington Local Action Planning Association 

and the Ngarrindjeri community. 

The project was funded through the State and Federal Government’s $137 million Coorong, Low-

er Lakes and Murray Mouth Recovery Program. 

To find out more after this research project, contact Dr Sacha Jellinek at sa-

cha.jellinek@sa.gov.au. 
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Why is the Lakes and Coorong a Ramsar site?  

The Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar Convention) is an intergovernmental treaty that provides 

the framework for national action and international cooperation for the conservation and wise 

use of wetlands and their resources. There are currently 169 signatories, including the Australian 

Government.  

The Coorong, Lakes Alexandrina and Albert is listed as a Ramsar site, as the area is known to 

meet eight of the nine criteria: 

 

Criterion 1: A total of twenty-three Ramsar wetland types are found in the Coorong and Lakes 

Alexandrina and Albert Ramsar site. The site is unique in its wide representation of wetland types 

within the bioregion. 

 

Criterion 2: The threatened swamps of the Fleurieu Peninsula ecological community is partially 

found within the Ramsar site, habitat for the threatened Mount Lofty Ranges Southern Emu-wren. 

Other threatened species include the Orange-bellied Parrot, Southern Bell Frog, Murray Cod, and 

Yarra Pygmy Perch. There are six threatened plant species including the Silver Daisy-bush, 

Sandhill Greenhood and Scarlet Grevillea. 

 

Criterion 3: In addition to the threatened community and species listed under Criterion 2 above, 

the Ramsar site also supports another vegetation community, the Gahnia sedgelands, and 

several species of note, including the Murray Hardyhead, Dwarf Flathead Gudgeon, Australasian 

Bittern, and Hooded Plover, that contribute to the biological diversity of the site. 

 

Criterion 4: A large number of fish and bird species are supported by the Ramsar site during 

critical stages of their life cycles. Several fish species move between fresh, estuarine and marine 

waters at various stages of their life to breed, including the Common Galaxias and Estuary Perch. 

Twenty-five bird species listed under international migratory conservation agreements use the 

site, as well as many resident species that breed in the Lakes and Coorong or rely on it during 

adverse conditions. 

 

Criterion 5: A significant number of waterbird species use the Ramsar site, at times reaching 

numbers far in excess of the 20,000. This includes species listed under international migratory 

conservation agreements. 

 

Criterion 6: Sixteen species of waterbirds have been recorded in numbers greater than 1% of the 

global population, including the Cape Barren Goose, Curlew Sandpiper, Red-necked Avocet 

and Fairy Tern. 

 

Criterion 7: The Ramsar site is considered significant for 49 species of fish due to both the diversity 

of species as well as the diversity of their form and structure, and breeding styles, including 

migration habits between fresh, estuarine and marine waters for breeding.  

 

Criterion 8: Most of the 49 species of fish identified in Criterion 7 are reliant on the Ramsar site 

wetlands for food, spawning ground, and nursery areas.  

 

In November 2005 at Ramsar's 9th Conference an additional criterion was added as follows: 

 

Criterion 9: A wetland should be considered internationally important if it regularly supports 1% of 

the individuals in a population of one species or subspecies of wetland-dependent non-avian 

animal species. This is yet to be determined for the site.  
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World Wetlands Day 2016 

The Lakes Hub are promoting the World 

Wetlands Day 2016 event early this year as 

we want to hear from members of the 

community if you would like to help organise 

an event or if you have any great ideas that 

will showcase the CLLMM region wetlands of 

importance. 

The theme for 2016 is Wetlands for our 

Future, Sustainable Livelihoods . 

In nature there are neither rewards nor punishments; there are consequences! 

 

William Ralph Inge 
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Let us know how you think our natural resources should be managed. 

 
W H A T  I S  B E I N G  D E C I D E D ?  
 

The SA Murray-Darling Basin NRM Board and the SAMDB community are faced with a num-

ber of financial and environmental challenges. There are different ways that we can re-

spond to these challenges, and we want to work through these together, seeking commu-

nity input into what we should focus on to effectively manage our natural resources, and 

how it can be funded. 

Managing natural resources in the South Australian Murray-Darling Basin region is important 

and challenging. The region is home to over 110,000 people who use and enjoy the natural 

resources of the River Murray and surrounding areas. It is also home to South Australia’s 

most productive agricultural region and ecosystems that are internationally recognised as 

having significant environmental importance. Managing natural resources is about working 

together to ensure that these needs of the community, industries and the environment are 

balanced in a way that is sustainable. 

 

H O W  C A N  Y O U R  I N P U T  I N F L U E N C E  T H E  D E C I S I O N ?  
 

The community’s input will provide the SA Murray-Darling Basin NRM Board with useful infor-

mation about the community’s values and ideas with regard to the management of natu-

ral resources. Take the survey and join the discussion to have your views heard. 

This input will also be fed into a Deliberative Panel process, being held from 31 October to 

7 November, during which a diverse, representative group of community members will ulti-

mately provide recommendations to the Board. 

There is no draft decision that the SA Murray-Darling Basin NRM Board has prepared. What 

is recommend by the Panel will be made public and taken to the Board unchanged. The 

Board will then publicly respond to those recommendations. 

It is anticipated that the Deliberative Panel recommendations to the Board will be consid-

ered by the end of November 2015. Feedback will be provided to community members 

through media releases and the Natural Resources SAMDB website and social media chan-

http://yoursay.sa.gov.au/surveys/managing-our-natural-resources-together-survey-1
http://yoursay.sa.gov.au/discussions/managing-our-natural-resources-together-managing-our-natural-resources
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Micro Volunteering - Changing The World In Just Your Pyjamas! 

What is Micro Volunteering? 

A quick scout around the web reveals many definitions, but one that seems most apt would be 

'small, quick, low commitment actions that benefit a worthy cause'. The actions might be a 

task that could be accomplished as a whole unit from start to finish by one person within, say 

30 minutes or it might be an action that could be broken down into its component parts where 

an individual is just one of many people performing the same task to achieve an end result. 

Micro volunteering has been around for quite a while. Consider the act of helping an old lady 

cross the street - that's micro volunteering because you spent a few minutes of your own time 

helping somebody out. 

Nowadays, micro volunteering has moved on a bit. You can still help out little old ladies, but 

this time you can do it from your own computer or your own smartphone, whilst on the bus or in 

your own home either fully dressed or just wearing your pyjamas - although the pyjamas bit is 

optional, especially if you're on that bus. That little old lady could be somebody half way 

across the globe and you could be helping her out via click to donate websites, micro loans or 

a knitted article of clothing. No matter how you help her, there are initiatives out there that 

provide opportunities that will take no more than 30 minutes to accomplish. 

The Pros 

So what makes micro volunteering potentially attractive to this new breed of do-gooder? Well, 

here's a few points on the 'pros' of micro volunteering that may just persuade you to put those 

pyjamas on and start changing the world: 

 Micro-actions can be conducted anywhere, at any time and so therefore people can 

control the environment in which they volunteer their time, thereby making it potentially saf-

er than traditional volunteer opportunities 

 

 Most micro-actions are non-committal, which means that one of the barriers that inhibits 

people to perform traditional volunteering, has now been stripped away. You can dip in 

and dip out whenever you want 

 

 People who are shy and uncomfortable with a group of strangers might feel more at 

home with micro volunteering as they can now volunteer in their own company 

 

 It empowers people to realise they can make a difference, as they can now do some-

thing that benefits a worthy cause on their own terms, which gives them greater control 

over the difference they can make 

 

 You can do it while watching telly, on the bus or in your pyjamas. You're not restricted to 

being at a certain place at a certain time anymore. Volunteering can go wherever you go. 

 

If micro volunteering sounds of interest to you and you would like to find out how you 

could get involved in micro volunteering for the Lakes Hub please contact Megan on 

85370808  
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National Recycling Week 

It is National recycling week from the 9th to the 15th November 

2015. So we thought it would be a good idea to have a look at 

what we can recycle and where to take our item we want to 

recycle. And what benefits can be gained by recycling our 

unwanted items. 

Recyclable Items 

When we think of recyclable products we often just think of bottles, (glass, & PET plastic); 

tins & soft drink cans. Also Cardboard & paper products. Organic or green waste. 

Now a days just about anything can be recycled, especially items that have the recycle 

brand on them.  

Most councils in Australia offer a broad range of product categories for recyclable 

products.  These include building waste, furniture, white goods, electronic waste e.g. 

computers, video players, LCD screens etc.  Also oil and chemical waste items.  (Please 

check with your local council as to what they recycle and where their depots are and of 

course times the depots are open) 

There are also numerous other organizations that offer a service which is essentially a 

recycling service, where you can recycle house hold items such as clothing, crockery, 

toys, tools, mobile phones, batteries etc. e.g. Op-shops; Salvage yards. 

Recycling has become a major industry in our modern world.  And a common motto in 

use by recyclers is this: 

Reduce : the amount of waste in your home or business by buying products or items 

that come with a limited amount of or no packaging. And can be recycled or made 

from recycled products. Also it is sometimes better to pay a bit more and buy a better 

quality, longer lasting item than a cheaper version of the same thing that doesn’t last as 

long. 

Use: Use what you have efficiently; when it comes to buying stuff consider this do I 

really need it, is it a replacement for a worn out or broken item. 

Reuse: When an Item has been used for the purpose that it was bought or you have, in 

the case of clothing (etc), simply outgrown it or for some reason no longer need the item 

then you should see if you can reuse it in another way. E.g. clothing that no longer fits 

you can either be given to a younger sibling or someone else who may be able to wear 

it. 

Recycle: Some items may never be able to be reused by you or your family.  So that is 

when you make use of your local council recycling service or donate your unwanted 

items to another organization. You will be amazed at the things that can be recycled in 

today’s world.  Always remember; “One man’s trash can be another man’s treasure.” 
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Benefits of Recycling 

The benefits of recycling can be summed up very simply. One of these is cost 

reduction; the cost to ourselves of constantly buying new products to do things that we 

may be able to do with existing products; also the cost of getting rid of waste product 

is reduced simply because we have less waste. 

 

Our environment benefits because there are less greenhouse gasses in the atmosphere 

and less poisons in the ground. E.g. waste oil and chemicals.  Which in turn helps our 

wildlife and plant life.  And we and our children get to enjoy the beauties of the 

country in which we live. 
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https://fromfarmtofork.gofundraise.com.au/cms/ff2f-restaurant


 

Page 17 

 



 

Page 18 



 

Page 19 

River Murray – Weekly  Flow Advice 

For weekly flow / level reports on the River Murray and Lakes go to the following website: 

www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au  

Up‐to‐date River Murray flow and water level information can be accessed at the Department 

for Water, SA Water and Murray‐Darling Basin Authority websites: Water Connect, 

Daily Flow Report, River Murray Storage Data 

Details of river height and rainfall information in the River Murray within Victoria and New South 

Wales are available at the Bureau of Meteorology website: http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood 

Information on the discharge of acid drainage water into the Lower River Murray can be 

accessed online at: www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au 

For the latest River Murray Flow Report and Water Resources Update - 16th November 2012 visit: 

http://www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au 

Contributions to the Bulletin  

The Bulletin comes out on the second and fourth Friday of each month.  We are always looking 

for Coorong and Lower Lakes events and articles of interest. Contributions must reach the Lakes 

Hub Coordinator (info@lakeshub.com) by the start of business, the Tuesday prior to release.  

Some electrical conductivity ranges 

Water type 
Electrical conductivity 

(µS/cm) 

Deionised water 0.5-3 

Pure rainwater <15 

Freshwater rivers 0 - 800 

Marginal river water 800 - 1600 

Brackish water 1600 - 4800 

Saline water > 4800 

Seawater 51 500 

Industrial waters 100 - 10000 

Source: Suttar S., Ribbons of Blue Handbook. 
Scitech, Victoria, 1990. 

 

Electronic versions of these charts are 

available from the Lakes Hub website.  

A spreadsheet of data is available on 

request from the Lakes Hub Coordinator.  

Data received from: 

www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au/RMWD/

Pages/default.aspx  

Please note: salinity levels in the Goolwa 

Channel can be influenced by tidal in-

gress. 

On the Level 

http://www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au
http://bit.ly/OJWstQ
http://bit.ly/OJWzFT
http://bit.ly/OJWNwP
http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood
http://www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au
http://www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au
mailto:info@lakeshub.com?subject=Bulletin%20contribution%20or%20event
lakeshub.com/lake-levels/
https://www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au/RMWD/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au/RMWD/Pages/default.aspx


CALENDAR OF EVENTS  for more info contact the Lakes Hub  

If you have any relevant community event or courses that you would like added to the Calendar of 

Events please contact the Lakes Hub. 

Disclaimer 

All the links and articles in this Bulletin are provided as a courtesy to recipients. While I try and keep these links and articles as up-

to-date as possible, I can't guarantee their accuracy, adequacy, timeliness, or completeness. 

In addition, the existence of a link to another site or resource does not constitute a recommendation or endorsement of that site 

 November 

1 Port Elliot Market 

2  

3 Hindmarsh Island Propagation day 

Milang Community Garden Trading Table—9-10:30AM 

4  

5 International volunteer day. 

6  

7 Love Langhorne Creek (regional Cellar Door event) 7th and 8th. Entry free.  

8  

9  

10  

11  

12  

13 KESAB waste and Sustainability Expo. 

14  

15 Port Elliot Market 

16 Young farmers Scholarship Opens. 

17 Milang Community Garden Trading Table—9-10:30AM. 

18  

19  

20  

21 Creative Sustainability Tour Mt. Pleasant. 

22  

23  

24 Bat and Frog Workshop. River glades wetland. 

25  

26 Fish and Turtle workshop. Paiwalla Wetland. 

27  

28  

29  

30  

  


