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Swampy, in more ways than one…

Lakes Hub contacts

While last bulletin was full of funding
opportunities, this one seems full of
events fliers. Just goes to show how busy
the Coorong and Lower Lakes
community is.

Milang Office
phone 08 8537 0808
info@lakeshub.com
Meningie Office
phone 08 8575 1830
meningie@lakeshub.com
www.lakeshub.com
facebook.com/lakeshub
Faith Coleman
Interim Lakes Hub Coordinator
Andrew Dawes
Lakes Hub – Info. & Admin. Officer
Meningie
Robynne Barrett
Lakes Hub Office Admin assistant
(part time) Meningie
Carole Richardson
Community Nurseries Network
Coordinator
(part time) Milang
Jo Scott
Admin Milang

Hello!

Not to get too bogged down in details,
many of the upcoming events are
Yesterday’s Power Rally participant,
celebrating the Coorong Ramsar site
parked outside the Milang Lakes Hub.
turning 30 years old or World Wetlands
Day, which is an annual celebration of signing the Ramsar Convention.
The Lakes Hub have helped organise an Environmental Forum and a Film
Festival at Goolwa, while the Goolwa to Wellington LAP is launching a
new plant ID Guide at Mount Compass.
Given that I am new to the western side of the lakes, I look forward to
meeting many of you there!
Keep safe,
Faith Coleman

GWLAP
Office 8537 0807

www.gwlap.org.au
Will Miles
GWLAP - Projects Manager Lower Lakes
and Coorong Projects
Regina Durbridge
GWLAP - Monitoring & Evaluation Project
Officer
Aaron Cheesman
GWLAP - Revegetation Planner/
Coordinator -shared position
Kerri Bartley
GWLAP - Community Revegetation
Program Project Officer

Coorong-Tatiara LAP
Jonathan Starks
CTLAP - Revegetation Works Coordinator
Meningie 0419 049 208
Samantha Blight
CTLAP - Implementation Officer Meningie
0447 900001

Youth Photo Competition
To celebrate World Wetlands Day, the Ramsar Convention Secretariat is
running a photographic competition for 15-24 year olds.
The winner will receive a free flight to a famous wetland of their choice
anywhere in the world. To enter, take a picture of your favourite wetland
with your phone or digital camera between 2 February and 2 March 2015,
and upload it to the Ramsar Convention Secretariat’s World Wetlands Day
2015 website (www.worldwetlandsday.org/). There is a button on the
bottom of the page.
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Clayton Bay Foreshore Master Plan –
Public Consultation on Draft
Over the past six months Alexandrina Council
has been working with WAX Design (landscape
architects) and EBS Ecology (environmental
consultants) to prepare a 10-year Master Plan
for the Clayton Bay Foreshore. The first stage of
consultation took place in October 2014 and
the second stage of consultation is about to
begin.
Copies of the draft Master Plan will be available
to view online as of 9am Tuesday 3 February
2015. Hard copies will also be available for the
public to view at Sails at Clayton Bay and the
Council offices in Goolwa and
Strathalbyn. Council will be accepting
submissions on the draft Plan for a 4-week
period closing 5pm Friday 6 March 2015.

Vote for our favourite wetland!
The third round of the Wetland Globe Awards
scheme has opened, which aims to highlight
good practice at wetland sites, as well as draw
attention to wetlands under threat, see press
release here.

Civil society groups (e.g. the LAPs and Lakes
Hub) spend a lot of time working with, living
in and enjoying wetlands, and are often the
To view the draft Plan and make a submission
groups that know these sites the best. This
you will need to visit: http://
scheme allows local people to nominate
mysay.alexandrina.sa.gov.au/
wetlands that they know for a Blue Globe
ClaytonBayForeshoreMasterPlan,after the 3rd of
Award (good practice) or Grey Globe Award
February.
(wetland under threat).
The awards have previously given groups a
You are also invited to attend a presentation on
great tool to run campaigns, to get wetlands
the draft Master Plan by WAX Design. The
noticed by decision makers and governments,
presentation will be followed by a community
Q&A session.
and to seek funding and support to protect
wetlands. The results will be announced at the
When: Saturday 7 February 2015 from 10.30am –
Global Convention meeting of Ramsar in
12pm.
Uruguay in June 2015, and we hope that the
Where:
Clayton Bay Community Hall, winners will be able to attend to receive the
award. See the voting page for more details.
Cnr Alexandrina Drive & Grand View Drive
Shen Mann
Environmental Strategy Officer
Alexandrina Council
Ph: (08) 8555 7000
Fax: (08) 8555 3603
Email: Shen.Mann@alexandrina.sa.gov.au
Web: www.alexandrina.sa.gov.au

We have nominated The Coorong, Lake
Alexandrina & Lake Albert Ramsar wetland for a
Green Globe, due to the huge amount of
coordinated effort that has gone into it since
2008. What do you reckon?
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Progress at the Murray Mouth

Redback reminder

For those interested in collecting Redback
spiders for venom research, they need to
Dredging operations at the Murray Mouth
commenced on 9 January 2015 to maintain
be placed into a small jar or vial (around
connectivity (exchange of water) between the the same size as a urine collection bottle),
river and the Southern Ocean.
with a small hole in the lid for air. One spider
Exclusion Zones have been established around per bottle.
(Source: DEWNR Weekly Flows report)

the dredging operations to ensure public
safety. For more information refer to the Notice
to Mariners
There is also a partial park closure in place for
the northern tip of the Coorong National Park.
For more information refer to the DEWNR Park
Closures website.
Signage has been installed at appropriate
locations and flyers have been distributed
advising of Exclusion Zones.

To get a spider into a container, make sure
you wear gloves. Either get the spider to
crawl into the container, place the
container over the spider then slide a piece
of paper under it, or use a stick, cotton
wool swap, pop stick or tweezers to lift it
into the vessel.
As long as there is an air hole, the spiders
will survive in these containers for a week or
more. They do not need anything else.

Any boats navigating through the Murray
Mouth region should proceed with caution due Deliver the captured spiders to the Lakes
to sandbars being present at shallow depth.
Hubs at either Meningie or Milang, where
Boats equipped with ‘echo sounders’ are
they will be picked up.
strongly encouraged to regularly check depths.

Lower Lakes water levels
The water level in Lake Alexandrina is
approximately 0.61 m AHD and Lake Albert is
approximately 0.65 AHD.

Remember that Redback spiders are
dangerous if you get bitten. Always wear
gloves, use a paddle pop or similar to
handle them and don’t collect them if you
are not confident.

Localised rainfall over the past week has
increased water levels within the Lower Lakes.

Barrage operations
When conditions are favourable, barrage
releases of approximately 1 GL/day will be
prioritised through Tauwitchere and Goolwa
(approximately 70:30 ratio), adjacent to the
fishways. All fishways are operating.
SA Water will continue to operate the barrages
to minimise any negative salinity impacts from
reverse flow events.

Salinity levels
To see live salinity data at various locations on
the River Murray and in the Lower Lakes, please
refer to this website.
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Red Back spider
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Metering compliance
(Source: DEWNR media release)

Almost 98 percent of irrigators and other nondomestic water users have installed water
meters as required, supporting sustainable
water use in communities and protecting local
ecosystems.
The Department of Environment, Water and
Natural Resources (DEWNR) monitored activity
of more than 3,200 licence holders in various
areas in 2013-14 and found only a 2.2 percent
of licence holders were non-compliant with
metering requirements.
Monitoring was conducted in the following
prescribed regions:











Fishways at Goolwa (National Museum Australia)

River Murray Flows update
(Source: DEWNR Weekly Flows Report 16/01/2015)

During December 2014, the total River Murray
System inflow was approximately 160 GL,
compared to the December long-term
average of 460 GL.

Angas Bremer
Barossa
Clare Valley
Mallee
Marne Saunders
McLaren Vale
Northern Adelaide Plains
Peake, Roby & Sherlock
River Murray

DEWNR Compliance Unit manager Adrian
Robb said only 71 compliance breaches were
detected across the 4,693 meters targeted in
the compliance operation which focused on
meter installations.

The flow to South Australia during December
2014 was approximately 255 GL, compared to
375 GL in December 2013 and the December
long-term average of 690 GL. The flow
comprised:


217 GL of December Entitlement Flow;



38 GL of environmental water from The
Living Murray program and
Commonwealth Environmental Water
Holder.

“In most instances these breaches were minor;
such as licensees failing to maintain clear
access to meters– although there were also
The flow at the South Australian border is
some isolated cases of incorrect meter
approximately 8.0 GL/day and will increase to
installation and interference with the operation
around 8.4 GL/day during the coming week,
of a meter,” Mr Robb said.
depending on upstream river and storage
“A small number of infringement notices and
operations, extractions, and rainfall events.
formal warnings were issued and follow-up
investigations are continuing where required.” The flow comprises the normal January
Entitlement Flow of 7 GL/day plus
Read more information on the recent
environmental water from the Commonwealth
operation focusing on meter compliance and
Environmental Water Holder (CEWH). The
other DEWNR compliance activities in 2013-14.
environmental water is being delivered to
provide in-channel, Lower Lakes and Coorong
environmental benefits and assist in
discharging salt through the Murray Mouth.
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Fleurieu Peninsula Swamps

the swamps.

(Source: GWLAP)

The Mount Compass School Swamp is a
superb example of a Fleurieu Swamp and is
open to the public during school hours.

Fleurieu Swamps are a critically
endangered vegetation community that
only occurs in South Australia.
These special swamps are located in and
around waterlogged areas throughout the
Fleurieu Peninsula, mainly in the Mount
Compass area and to the south and west
of Yundi and Finniss. The swamps are home
to approximately 170 native plant species,
of which almost half are considered either
rare or threatened.
In their natural form, the Fleurieu Swamps
are densely vegetated and support a
range of sedges, reeds and heathy plants.
They are important for a variety of birds,
mammals, reptiles, fish and frogs, many of
which are endangered and rely solely on
the habitat and food sources provided by

Natural Resources - SA Murray-Darling Basin,
Goolwa to Wellington Local Action
Planning Association and Conservation
Council SA have produced a new Fleurieu
Swamps Plant Identification Guide (see
details of the launch, below).

Landholders involved with the Fleurieu
Swamps Recovery Project will soon receive
a copy in the post, others interested in the
swamps can collect a copy from the
Strathalbyn Natural Resource Centre.
For more information about the Fleurieu
Swamps Plant Identification Guide or
Fleurieu Swamps in general, contact John
Gitsham at Goolwa to Wellington LAP on
0498 114 047.
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What is World Wetlands Day?

Consultation on the River Murray WAP

(Source: Comm. Dept. of Environment and Heritage)

The SA MDB NRM Board has undertaken a
review of the Water Allocation Plan for the River
Murray Prescribed Watercourse (the plan) and
a draft plan is now available for comment.

World Wetlands Day is celebrated
internationally each year on 2 February. It
marks the anniversary of the signing of the
Convention on Wetlands of International
Importance (Ramsar Convention) in Ramsar,
Iran, on 2 February 1971.
This year is particularly relevant to our area, as
2015 marks the 30th year since the Coorong
and Lower Lakes were listed as a Ramsar site.
World Wetlands Day is
celebrated by undertaking
actions to raise public
awareness of wetland
values and benefits, to
promote conservation and
wise use of these special
places.

The draft plan includes policies that have been
developed since the plans adoption in 2002,
and also incorporates lessons learnt during the
drought. Additional changes have been
required for consistency with legislation.
The Basin Plan has been considered in the
writing the draft plan, however, full compliance
with the Basin Plan is not
required until 2019.
To find out more about the
changes in the draft plan, a
number of materials are
available here. The fact sheets
provide an overview of what is
included in the draft plan and
how the changes may affect
you.

The international theme for
World Wetlands Day 2015
is Wetlands for Our Future.
Wetlands offer substantial
economic, social and
environmental values. If managed sustainably,
these benefits will be conserved for future
generations.
Raising awareness and understanding of
wetland values and services is essential for
ensuring their wise use and conservation.
The Ramsar Convention Secretariat has
developed a number of downloadable World
Wetlands Day materials for 2015, including a
teaching guide, handouts, posters and fact
sheets. These materials can be found on
the Ramsar Convention Secretariat’s World
Wetlands Day 2015 website.
Groups and individuals are encouraged to
adapt these materials for their own World
Wetlands Day events and activities.

Comments are invited on the
draft plan until Friday 27
February 2015 (5pm).
All comments received throughout the
consultation process will be considered for
inclusion before the draft plan is finalised and
forwarded to the Minister for Sustainability,
Environment and Conservation for
endorsement.

Feedback can be provided online at Have
Your Say.
Written submissions can be provided via email
to rmwap.feedback@sa.gov.au
or by post to:
Natural Resources SA Murray-Darling Basin
GPO Box 2834
ADELAIDE SA 5001
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Looking for ideas to celebrate Bat Night?
Why not organize a sporting event, like a “Bike
for Bats” or a “Midnight Bat Run” right around
the time bats fly?
If you live near a landscape where bat colonies
are frequently spied in the twilight skies, a local
Evening Bat Walk could be just the ticket. Expert
bat conservationist advice and the right
Be part of Australasian Bat night
location may mean you have the makings for
March and April 2015
an exotic Eco-Bat Tour. You can give a
presentation on any bat research or survey you
Australasian Bat Night is a public awareness
have carried out. Or arrange a visit to a bat
programme aiming to educate people about
bats, to raise the profile of bats and debunk the clinic or bat exhibit at a zoo or museum. You
can also organize a bat shaped cookie baking
myths and fears, to achieve better
session or bake sale at your kindergarten or
conservation outcomes and assist people to
school! Or try a fun hour of finger painting or
live with bats.
other craft activity with a bat-tastic theme.
The inaugural Australasian Bat Night was held in What about bat masks or bat mobiles? Family
2012. Last year bat specialists again teamed up or group activities such as planting trees to
with community and local government groups benefit both bats and forests, is a good
to hold over 30 bat events throughout Australia opportunity to spend the day in a stimulating
environment of informal learning. Or ask your
and New Zealand, with up to 200 participants
local hardware store and or bat group, to
at some events.
sponsor a family bat box-building day at a
nearby zoo or public park.
Do you hold community events? Add a batty
element to your event next autumn.
Have a look on the ABS website at last year's
We are inviting local councils, land-care
events for more ideas.
groups, Field Naturalists, eco and wildlife
Holding a bat event outside of Bat Night
tourism operators, wildlife carers, zoos,
months?
sanctuaries and wildlife parks, museums and
We can still promote it on the Bat Diary page
other community groups to participate by
and on ABS facebook and twitter. Just send
running bat activities during March and April.
details to Maree Kerr at
Anything from a Bat walk looking for microbat
batnight.ausbats@gmail.com
activity or watching a fly-out to building bat
boxes or holding a Bat Festival.
We invite community and local government
organisations and individuals to register events
and activities for 2015 and to promote Bat Night
in your networks. We will promote individual
events on the ABS website, and our social
media pages.
For more information and to register contact
Maree Treadwell Kerr at
batnight.ausbats@gmail.com. And then check
the ABS website http://ausbats.org.au/ to keep
in touch and find out more.
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Reminder: NRM Agricultural
and Fishing Innovation Grants
Natural Resources SA Murray Darling Basin is
pleased to announce to opening of the 2015
NRM Agricultural and Fishing Innovation Grants.
What is the application criteria?
The NRM Agricultural and Fishing Innovation
Grants can be used to undertake the following
activities including but not limited to:


Trials and demonstrations of innovative
agricultural or fishing practices and
technologies



Development of innovative agricultural or
fishing practices and technologies



Increase on farm adoption of innovative
agricultural or fishing practices and
technologies



Promotion of innovative agricultural or
fishing practices and technologies.

New Weed App

In addition, to be successful projects must
demonstrate the following:

A new national
smartphone app is the

Projects must be conducted within and/or latest weapon in the
for industry within the SAMDB NRM Region fight to control weeds

Innovation that will provide increased
and protect South
profitability and a resource sustainability
Australia’s valuable
benefit.
crops, pastures and
native bushland.
How much can be applied for?
The total amount of funding available through
the NRM Agricultural and Fishing Innovation
Grants Program is $200,000.
There are two tiers of grants.

The free Weed Control
app provides essential information about the
control of weeds declared in South Australia
under the Natural Resources Management Act
2004.

·
Tier 1 - Up to $10,000 (GST Exc.).
These are intended for smaller projects
and will make up to $50,000 of the total
amount of funding

The weed control app includes:

control recommendations for over 100
declared plant species

chemical and non-chemical treatments
·
Tier 2 - From $10,000 to $25,000 (GST 
information on the safe use of herbicides
Exc.). These will make up the remainder

colour photographs of each species for
of the total available grant monies
identification.
What is the opening and closing date for
applications?
Applications are open from 9am on Monday 5
January 2015 and close at 5pm on Thursday 19
February 2015.
Click here for more information.

In addition app users can:

record the location of weeds

keep a personal log of control activities

phone or email regional Natural Resource
officers

send photos and text of high risk weeds.

For further information and to download the
Weed Control Handbook App, click here.
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Water Footprint—How we use
freshwater

It includes the use of:

blue water (rivers, lakes, aquifers)

green water (rainfall in crop growth)
(Source: World Wildlife Fund for Nature)

grey water (water polluted after
agricultural, industrial and household use).
A water footprint is a measure of the freshwater
used in producing and delivering the goods
The water footprint tells us how much water is
and services that a particular individual,
used, but the impact of changes to a water
business or nation uses.
footprint depends entirely on where water is
A water footprint is comprised of two
components: direct water use and indirect use.
The indirect water use is measured as “virtual”
water (the volume of water required to
produce a certain product).

taken from and when.
Water footprints increasing in an area where
water is plentiful is unlikely to have an adverse
effect on society or the environment. However,
if that growth occurs in an area already
experiencing water scarcity, then serious
problems could result.





Such water problems might include:
the drying of rivers
the destruction of habitats and livelihoods
the extinction of species
changes to agricultural prices, supplies
and local economies.

Captain Plop
For those interested in educating kids about our
water cycle, including reducing water use,
check out SA Water’s Captain Plop…
There are books, activities and educational
resources
available via the
SA Water
website, or for
something more
modern, he even
has an iPhone
App here.

Page 15

On the Level
Some electrical conductivity ranges
Water type

Electrical conductivity
(µS/cm)

Deionised water

0.5-3

Pure rainwater

<15

Freshwater rivers

0 - 800

Marginal river water

800 - 1600

Brackish water

1600 - 4800

Saline water

> 4800

Seawater

51 500

Industrial waters

100 - 10000

Source: Suttar S., Ribbons of Blue Handbook.
Scitech, Victoria, 1990.

Electronic versions of these charts are
available from the Lakes Hub website.
A spreadsheet of data is available on
request from the Lakes Hub Coordinator.
Data received from:
www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au/RMWD/
Pages/default.aspx
Please note: salinity levels in the Goolwa
Channel can be influenced by tidal ingress.

River Murray – Weekly Flow Advice
For weekly flow / level reports on the River Murray and Lakes go to the following website:
www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au
Up‐to‐date River Murray flow and water level information can be accessed at the Department
for Water, SA Water and Murray‐Darling Basin Authority websites: Water Connect,

Daily Flow Report, River Murray Storage Data
Details of river height and rainfall information in the River Murray within Victoria and New South
Wales are available at the Bureau of Meteorology website: http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood
Information on the discharge of acid drainage water into the Lower River Murray can be
accessed online at: www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au
For the latest River Murray Flow Report and Water Resources Update - 16th November 2012 visit:
http://www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au

Contributions to the Bulletin
The Bulletin comes out on the second and fourth Friday of each month. We are always looking
for Coorong and Lower Lakes events and articles of interest. Contributions must reach the Lakes
Hub Coordinator (info@lakeshub.com) by the start of business, the Tuesday prior to release.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

for more info contact the Lakes Hub

If you have any relevant community event or courses that you would like added to the Calendar of
Events please contact the Lakes Hub.

January
25

Milang to Goolwa Freshwater Classic

26
27
28
29
30

Coorong and Lakes Environment Forum, Alexandrina Council Chambers, Goolwa

31

Announcement of Living Memorials first round recipients

February
1

World Wetlands Film Festival, Centenary Hall, Goolwa
Port Elliot Market

2

Launch of Fleurieu Swamps Plant ID Guide (Mt Compass)
World Wetland Day (International)

3

Hindmarsh Island Propagation day
Milang Community Garden Trading Table—9-10:30AM
Deadline for articles into the next Hub Bulletin

4

MDCA Volunteering Information Session. 5-6PM

5
6

Release of the next Bulletin

7

Love Langhorne Creek (regional Cellar Door event) 7th and 8th. Entry free.

8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

Birdlife Australia Identifying Shorebirds Workshop, Port Noarlunga.
Port Elliot Market

16
17

Milang Community Garden Trading Table—9-10:30AM

18
Disclaimer
All the links and articles in this Bulletin are provided as a courtesy to recipients. While I try and keep these links and articles as up-todate as possible, I can't guarantee their accuracy, adequacy, timeliness, or completeness.
In addition, the existence of a link to another site or resource does not constitute a recommendation or endorsement of that site or
resource. The Lakes Hub does not accept responsibility or liability for any information at any of the sites linked to from this Bulletin.

