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Lakes Hub contacts 

 
Milang Office  

phone  08 8537 0808 

info@lakeshub.com 

 

Meningie Office 

phone 08 8575 1830 

meningie@lakeshub.com  

 

www.lakeshub.com 

facebook.com/lakeshub 

 
Megan Collins 

Lakes Hub Coordinator  

Andrew Dawes 

Lakes Hub – Info. & Admin. Officer 

Meningie 

Robynne Barrett 

Lakes Hub Office Admin assistant  

(part time) Meningie 

Carole Richardson 

Community Nurseries Network 

Coordinator  

(part time) Milang 

Jo Scott  

Admin. 

GWLAP 

Office 8537 0807 

www.gwlap.org.au 

Will Miles 

GWLAP - Projects Manager Lower Lakes 

and Coorong Projects 

Regina Durbridge 

GWLAP - Monitoring & Evaluation Project 

Officer  

Aaron Cheesman 

GWLAP - Revegetation Planner/

Coordinator  -shared position 

Kerri Bartley 

GWLAP - Community Revegetation 

Program Project Officer  

Jonathan Starks 

Coorong District Council - Revegetation 

Works Coordinator Meningie 0419 049 

208 

Samantha Blight 
CTLAP - Implementation Officer Meningie 
0447 900001 

The Lakes Hub is an initiative of the Milang and District Community Association Inc. funded by the Australian Government and the South Australian Government's Murray Futures program. 

Weekly Bul let in  

Have you heard….. 

Congratulations to the Community Nurseries Network for winning 

the Kesab Sustainable Communities: Community Action and Partnerships 

Awards. An excellent and well deserved by all involved. A big Thankyou 

to all the Community Nurseries involved, GWLAP, Milang and Districts 

Community Association and all the staff at the Lakes Hub for making this 

happen. Well done  to all.  

Also a big congratulations to the GWLAP 

for winning the Kesab Sustainable 

Communities: Environment Award. Well 

done, amazing what can be achieved 

with the strength of a community.  

Kesab: Beyond the Kerb Tour 

We still have a few places left on our Kesab Beyond the 

Kerb Tour  scheduled for Friday November 7th. This tour 

has been organised by the Lakes Hub  to coincide with 

National Recycling week, it is free and all are welcome. 

I'm excited as I've heard it is a fantastic tour, life chang-

ing in fact...Bookings at Lakes Hub.  

mailto:info@lakeshub.com
mailto:meningie@lakeshub.com
http://www.lakeshub.com
http://facebook.com/lakeshub
http://www.gwlap.org.au/
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Murray Darling Association Celebrates 70 Years  

Last week the Murray Darling Association held its annual conference at Tumut in the 

Snowy Mountains.  President Greg Toll and CEO Emma Bradbury welcomed all the 

delegates to the MDA conference and gave a brief overview of the Association. 

Senator Simon Birmingham officially opened proceedings and outlined four key 

areas which he had been focusing on over the past twelve months. 

Chairman of the Murray Darling Basin Authority Mr Craig Knowles gave a 

presentation outlining the MDBA’s commitment to communities and the wellbeing 

thereof. He then went on to say “The Basin will remain the food bowl of our Nation”. 

Following the two days of presentations the delegates were taken on a tour of some 

of the water storage facilities within the Tumut region with the highlight of the tour 

being a visit to Tumut 3 power station.  For more information about the conference 

and the Murray Darling Basin Association  go to www.mda.asn.au 
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Murray–Darling Basin water ministers meet in Brisbane 

 The Murray–Darling Basin Ministerial Council met in Brisbane today to consider a range of basin manage-
ment and water reform matters and to be updated on the progress of Basin Plan implementation. 

  
The Ministerial Council is chaired by the Hon. Simon Birmingham (Commonwealth) with members from 
each basin state—the Hon. Kevin Humphries MP (NSW), the Hon. Peter Walsh MP (Victoria), the Hon. An-
drew Cripps (Queensland), the Hon. Ian Hunter (South Australia) and Mr Simon Corbell MLA (ACT). 
  
Ministers agreed to apply the historic cost sharing formula for long-standing jointly-funded programs in 
the basin. Ministers requested preparation of advice for their next meeting on the treatment of future 
Living Murray Environmental Works and Measures Program operations and maintenance costs. Ministers 
also confirmed the importance of stable multi-year funding arrangements for the proper management of 
joint assets. 
  
The ministers were briefed on the draft findings of the review into the cost efficiency of River Murray Op-
erations. The review examined the costs of water management and delivery services by the Murray–
Darling Basin Authority and State Constructing Authorities; Goulburn-–Murray Water; State Water Corpo-
ration and SA Water. 
To improve ministerial oversight of River Murray Operations, the council agreed to establish a new River 
Murray Operations Committee representing all southern basin jurisdictions. This replaces and improves 
upon previous structures. 
  
The ministerial council also agreed to improve the coordination of watering activities in the southern con-
nected basin in order to streamline environmental watering. Ministers further agreed to look at opportu-
nities to better integrate environmental monitoring and evaluation activities across the basin to avoid du-
plication and to meet regional, state, basin and national reporting obligations. 
  
Council noted progress with basin plan implementation and in particular the criticality of ensuring that 
the program of work to support the northern basin review was delivered on schedule. 
  
Progress on the forward work program for the Sustainable Diversion Limit adjustment process was also 
noted by ministers and they emphasised the need for all agencies to meet the timeframes for the opera-
tion of the SDL adjustment in 2016 set out in the Intergovernmental Agreement on Implementing Water 
Reform in the Murray–Darling Basin. 
  
Minsters were advised that while additional flows delivered through the Basin Plan have slowed the rate 
of sand build-up at the Murray Mouth, connectivity between the Coorong and the sea is progressively de-
clining. In light of low inflows expected in the system over coming year due to drier climatic conditions, 
ministers agreed to an additional budget of $4 million to allow the MDBA to undertake dredging to keep 
the Murray Mouth open, in the event it is needed. 
  
Finally, ministers acknowledged the contribution of current MDBA chair Craig Knowles during his four-
year term, particularly in relation to his emphasis on involving local communities in the development of 
the basin plan, following his recent announcement that he will step down from the role when his term 
expires in January 2015. 
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MEDIA RELEASE 

 

Murray–Darling Chairman announces plan to end at term 

Murray–Darling Basin Authority chairman Craig Knowles has advised he will finish in the 

role when his  four-year term expires in January 2015. 

Federal Parliamentary Secretary for the Environment, Senator Simon Birmingham, said 

that Mr Knowles  had played an extremely valuable role in working towards a balanced 

and consultative approach in the development of the Basin Plan. 

“Craig was appointed to take on a difficult task at a time of great disparity about what 

the Basin Plan  should look like and considerable uncertainty about the ability to even 

achieve an agreed Basin Plan,” Senator Birmingham said. 

“Over his four years as Chair, Craig has placed a great emphasis on involving local com-

munities and  stakeholders in, firstly, the development of the Basin Plan and, subsequent-

ly, its implementation. Craig’s approach to working with stakeholders, communities and 

Basin Governments ensured a plan that included a range of opportunities and options 

for governments to consider, build on, adapt and finally reach consensus. 

“I am grateful to Craig for his advice, leadership and hard work, as all Australians should 

be grateful for  his role in achieving historic reforms to secure sustainable management 

of our greatest river system. “I thank Craig for his outstanding work and personal commit-

ment as Chair, for his leadership of the  MDBA and for his commitment to the wellbeing 

of the Basin and Basin communities,” said Senator Birmingham. 

Mr Knowles said he had enjoyed his time in the role and felt he had achieved what he 

had set out to do. “I came into this role with the challenge of taking the MDBA through a 

process and delivering a Basin Plan to the Australian Parliament in what has been, for 

more than 100 years, an extremely challenging  and important area of public policy,” Mr 

Knowles said.  “Seeing the Australian Parliament give such strong bipartisan support to 

the Basin Plan in 2012 was an  important historical moment and a moment that is now 

being recognised internationally. “I’ve had the privilege of working with some of the 

most talented and dedicated professionals and I thank the MDBA staff, the members of 

the Authority and all those I have worked with for their support, their professionalism and, 

at times, their forbearance under difficult and testing times.  “I also express my great ap-

preciation to the many thousands of Australians who attended meetings, wrote submis-

sions, came up with solutions, took leadership roles and helped to educate us all along 

the  way. The fact that we are now well into the second year of implementation is a tes-

tament to both the quality of the Basin Plan and to the men and women who crafted it.” 

Mr Knowles, who sits on a number of boards in government and the private sector, said 

his remaining few months at the MDBA would be focused on working with MDBA staff to 

finalise some key pieces of  work under the Basin Plan and meeting with basin communi-

ty and industry contacts.  Senator Birmingham said an appointment of a new Chair 

would be made in due course, consistent with  the requirements of the Water Act. 
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Nature spot…... 

In your garden Look for the …..Red Wattle bird: 

 
In all of our gardens you will find the Red Wattle Bird 

Anthochaera carunculata 

 

The red wattlebird is a large, and quite rowdy honeyeater. The common name refers to 

the reddish wattle on the side of the neck and not the yellow on the belly. The plumage 

is grey-brown on the body with white streaks and lemon-yellow on the Centre of the bel-

ly. The tail is long, face pale and legs pink. You will see the red wattle bird performing ac-

robatics whilst eating blossoms and also feeding on flying insects while hopping on the 

ground. Widespread through South East, south and Southwest mainland Australia. Red 

wattlebirds raise one or two broods in a season. Both sexes have been recorded sharing 

incubation duties. Both parents feed their young.   http://birdlife.org.au/bird-profile/Red-

Wattlebird 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the Beach 

Look for the………Pied Oystercatcher 

As you travel along the beach you are likely to see the resident Pied Oystercatcher. The 

birds bill is flattened side on which enables it to dig out cockles and mussels and open 

them by a hammering and stabbing technique.  Lays 

eggs in shallow scrape in sand on open beach or 

among low growth behind beach. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.birdlife.org.au 

http://birdlife.org.au/bird-profile/Red-Wattlebird
http://birdlife.org.au/bird-profile/Red-Wattlebird
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=2iCg_r0cXlaYlM&tbnid=Crb9HStr2vwHPM:&ved=0CAYQjB0&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.birdlife.org.au%2Fbird-profile%2Faustralian-pied-oystercatcher&ei=tqw8VKufIZP38QWHkoD4AQ&bvm=bv.771
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History Spot…. 
 
At Coorong Cottage Industries– Meningie . 

Another wonderful historical display is presently being showcased at the Chambers at 

Coorong Cottage Industries Meningie. “Sewing and Accoutrements” though the years is 

the theme. As seen from the photos its has been an incredible effort form the members 

of CCI to gather so much material from the ages and produce such a historical timeline 

of sewing throughout the years. 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is the Buddhist Endless Knot: belonging to 

Margie Gambling 

The endless knot is one of the eight Auspicious 

symbols in Buddhism and one of the most pop-

ular symbols in Tibetan Buddhism., it symbolises 

the infinite wisdom and compassion of the Bud-

dha for all sentient beings. Resembling the well-

known Celtic Knot this unbroken weaving of 

geometric lines has shown up in many cultures 

around the world making it a universal symbol. The design is a symmetrical knot loosely 

woven, balanced and graceful with no loose ends in fact no end at all and a closed 

loop signifying eternity and unity. 
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National Recycling week Beyond the Kerb Tour  
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Ramsar Forum   

Please see some below information that might be of interest to you and 

your networks. 

  

Ramsar Forum, 12 November, Sydney – WetlandCare Australia is hosting 

a Ramsar Forum alongside the World Parks Congress next 

month. Christopher Briggs, Secretary General of the Ramsar Secretariat is 

head-lining the forum. The event is free and open to all those with an in-

terest in conservation and wise use of wetlands. Further information can 

be found online at : www.wetlandcare.com.au/index.php/our-work/

current-projects/australian-wetland-alliance/world-parks-congress-2014/. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To down load the program click here 

http://www.wetlandcare.com.au/index.php/our-work/current-projects/australian-wetland-alliance/world-parks-congress-2014/
http://www.wetlandcare.com.au/index.php/our-work/current-projects/australian-wetland-alliance/world-parks-congress-2014/
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River Murray – Weekly  Flow Advice 
For weekly flow / level reports on the River Murray and Lakes go to 

the following website: www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au  

Up‐to‐date River Murray flow and water level information can be 

accessed at the Department for Water, SA Water and Murray‐

Darling Basin Authority websites: Water Connect, 

Daily Flow Report, River Murray Storage Data 

Details of river height and rainfall information in the River Murray 

within Victoria and New South Wales are available at the Bureau of 

Meteorology website: http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood 

Information on the discharge of acid drainage water into the Lower 

River Murray can be accessed online at: 

www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au 

 

Some electrical conductivity ranges 

Water type 
Electrical conductivity 

(µS/cm) 

Deionised water 0.5-3 

Pure rainwater <15 

Freshwater rivers 0 - 800 

Marginal river wa-

ter 
800 - 1600 

Brackish water 1600 - 4800 

Saline water > 4800 

Seawater 51 500 

Industrial waters 100 - 10000 

Source: Suttar S., Ribbons of Blue Handbook. Scitech, Victoria, 1990. 

Data received from: www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au/RMWD/Pages/default.aspx  

On the Level 

Lake Levels (AHD)     

Date Goolwa Milang Raukkan Offshore Meningie Jetty 
Nth Warrengie 

Point 

13-Oct 0.583 0.657 0.664 0.675 0.649 

14-Oct 0.61 0.692 0.658 0.598 0.57 

15-Oct 0.683 0.668 0.675 0.596 0.623 

16-Oct 0.668 0.66 0.666 0.658 0.673 

17-Oct 0.672 0.666 0.658 0.662 0.683 

Average 0.643 0.669 0.664 0.638 0.640 

Salt Levels (EC)     

Date Goolwa Milang Raukkan Offshore Meningie Jetty 
Nth Warrengie 

Point 

13-Oct 904 732 603 2524 2300 

14-Oct 911 745 594 2507 2281 

15-Oct 912 753 591 2468 2295 

16-Oct 898 752 601 2421 2297 

17-Oct 891 751 612 2403 2355 

Average 903 747 600 2465 2306 

http://www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au
http://bit.ly/OJWstQ
http://bit.ly/OJWzFT
http://bit.ly/OJWNwP
http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood
http://www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au
https://www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au/RMWD/Pages/default.aspx


CALENDAR OF EVENTS  for more info contact the Lakes Hub  

If you have any relevant community event or courses that you would like added to the Calendar of 

Events please contact the Lakes Hub. 

Disclaimer 

All the links and articles in this Bulletin are provided as a courtesy to recipients. While I try and keep these links and articles as up-to-

date as possible, I can't guarantee their accuracy, adequacy, timeliness, or completeness. 

In addition, the existence of a link to another site or resource does not constitute a recommendation or endorsement of that site or 

resource. The Lakes Hub does not accept responsibility or liability for any information at any of the sites linked to from this Bulletin. 

 October  2014 

 

19 National Water week 19-25 October  www.awa.asn.au  

20 Aussie Back Yard Bird Count…...www.aussiebirdcount.org.au 

21  

22  

23  

Goyder Institute : National water week forum 

24 

 

 

25  

26  

27   

28  

 

29  

30  

1 November  

 

2  

3  

4  

5 Community Land Care Forum  GWLAP 

6  

7 National Recycling Week– Beyond the Kerb Tour,  Bookings @Lakes Hub 


