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Lakes Hub contacts 

 
Milang Office  

phone  08 8537 0808 

info@lakeshub.com 

 

Meningie Office 

phone 08 8575 1830 

meningie@lakeshub.com  

 

www.lakeshub.com 

facebook.com/lakeshub 

 
Megan Collins 

Lakes Hub Coordinator  

Andrew Dawes 

Lakes Hub – Info. & Admin. Officer 

Meningie 

Robynne Barrett 

Lakes Hub Office Admin assistant  

(part time) Meningie 

Carole Richardson 

Community Nurseries Network 

Coordinator  

(part time) Milang 

 

GWLAP 

Office 8537 0807 

www.gwlap.org.au 

Will Miles 

GWLAP - Projects Manager Lower Lakes 

and Coorong Projects 

Regina Durbridge 

GWLAP - Monitoring & Evaluation Project 

Officer  

Aaron Cheesman 

GWLAP - Revegetation Planner/

Coordinator  -shared position 

Kerri Bartley 

GWLAP - Community Revegetation 

Program Project Officer  

Jonathan Starks 

Coorong District Council - Revegetation 

Works Coordinator Meningie 0419 049 
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Samantha Blight 
CTLAP - Implementation Officer Meningie 
0447 900001 

The Lakes Hub is an initiative of the Milang and District Community Association Inc. funded by the Australian Government and the South Australian Government's Murray Futures program. 

Weekly Bul let in  

 

Welcome to the Lakes Hub Bulletin, 

 

Congratulations to Kerri Bartley who was the winner of the 

Lakes Hub Bulletin survey competition. Kerri and a friend won a trip 

for two on the Cruise the Coorong. Thank you to all who 

participated in the survey, your feedback is very much appreciated. 

The results  of the survey will be available on the Lakes Hub website 

shortly.  

 

Spring is well and truly here as the weather warms up we notice the 

wattles are in flower and the orchids are blooming. With the warm 

weather our reptilian creatures are also waking up and are  

becoming active .  

 

The CLLMM region is home to four snake species, the Common 

brown snake, The Red bellied black snake, the Tiger snake and the 

Pygmy copperhead. Whilst there is always the risk of snake bite in this 

region, it is very low and these snakes can live quite happily and in 

harmony with us.  

 

Other reptiles include the Eastern Bearded dragon lizard, Gippsland 

water dragon, Common blue tongued lizard and the Common 

dwarf skink  If you would like to learn more about local snakes  

around the Lakes Peter Mirtschin from Venom Sciences is giving a 

presentation at the MOSHCC– Ace space on Wednesday October  

1st at 4pm. The presentation will be interactive and suitable for all 

ages. Please book via the Milang Lakes Hub Office.   

 

 

 

 

MDBA draft Basin-wide environmental watering 

strategy now available 

The draft Basin-wide environmental watering strategy is 

now released and is available on the Murray-Darling Ba-

sin Authority (MDBA) website. The consultation period 

closes on Friday 26 September 2014. You can provide 

feedback on the strategy via the MDBA online form. 

mailto:info@lakeshub.com
mailto:meningie@lakeshub.com
http://www.lakeshub.com
http://facebook.com/lakeshub
http://www.gwlap.org.au/
http://samdbnrmboard.cmail2.com/t/j-l-ikutill-nlkkhak-c/
http://samdbnrmboard.cmail2.com/t/j-l-ikutill-nlkkhak-c/
http://samdbnrmboard.cmail2.com/t/j-l-ikutill-nlkkhak-q/
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History Spot 

HOLT CATERPILLAR IN YACKA COUNTRY. (November 1923) 
Owing to unforeseen circumstances, the Holt tractor, which should have demonstrated 
at 'Yalkuri' on October 24, was left on the Milang jetty and did not arrive at Narrung on 
time. ' The tractor arrived by Wednesday's boat at Meningie and was on view at the show. 
The field trial arranged for the following day had to be cancelled, and the tractor, in charge 
of Mr. W. Taplin, works manager for the Australian distributors, Messrs. Taplin Ltd., and 
Mr. Arch. Bartholomaeus, of Barfs motor garage, the local agent, left Meningie at 9.30 
p.m., and driven to 'Yalkuri. October 26, Friday, on the property of the Yalkuri Pastoral 
Co., Ltd., a field trial was carried out in the presence of a large number ot pastoralists and 
farmers. After ploughing fire breaks with two ploughs attached, five furrow and four fur-
row, a measured acre, one chain wide, was ploughed in 50 minutes.  The front plough 
continually choking owing to the nature of the ground and condition of the implement. It 
was estimated that the time being equal to over two acres per hour on straight out work. 
The tractor was then taken into yacka ground, which had been burnt off some days previ-
ous. Two Shearer four-disc ploughs were attached, equal to 16 horse job. The extended 
control was fitted, and with one Shearer four-disc controlled from the implement seat, the 
section ploughed, and then cross ploughed, the tractor and implement were then handed 
over and worked by men who had not previously handled tractor control, and pronounced 
hundred per cent efficient for the job. The Caterpillar's ability exceeded expectations, and 
demonstrated its power  
under the most severe conditions in the 
district. The Holt was driven up and down a 
sandhill and over tussocks, to the  
entire satisfaction of the spectators, its 
ease of control from the seat of the  
implement appealed very much to the 
farmers. The Holt, 2 ton, T35'  
model, Caterpillar tractor, is without the 
slightest doubt a very suitable engine for 
this class of country, which abounds in 
crab holes, sand, and yacka. The Australi-
an distributors, Messrs. Taplin, Ltd., and 
the sub-agent, Bart's motor garage, of 
Waymouth Street, will be pleased to attend 
to enquiries, and forward printed matter on 
request. Prospective buyers should get in 
touch with their local agent, as a demon-
stration may be taking place in the district, 
and they would be invited to attend. 
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Public comment 
You are invited to comment on this draft wildlife 

conservation plan in accordance with the 

provisions of the Environment Protection and 

Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. 

The public comment period closes 3 December 

2014. 

If you wish to comment on this draft plan, please 

send your comments, quoting the title of the plan, 

to: 

Email: recoveryplans@environment.gov.au 

Mail: 

Protected Species and Communities Branch 

Wildlife, Heritage and Marine Division 

Department of the Environment 

GPO Box 787 

Canberra ACT 2601 

 

For a copy of the Plan See Here  

Also recently released 

by the Department of 

Environement is the 

Threat Abatement 

Plan 2014 for the 

incidental catch (or 

bycatch) of seabirds 

during oceanic 

longline fishing 

operations. 

See Here  

mailto:recoveryplans@environment.gov.au
http://www.environment.gov.au/system/files/resources/627b8371-b754-48f7-a394-a2772a11b0cb/files/draft-wildlife-conservation-plan-migratory-shorebirds.pdf
http://www.antarctica.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0017/21509/Threat-Abatement-Plan-2014.pdf
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Native Orchid Walk 

The Lakes Hub coordinated a Native Orchid walk on Thursday 11th September at Menin-

gie along the newly renovated Lions Nature Walk. The local expert form the Coorong 

and Tatiara LAP Sam Blight presented a power point on the local flora and orchids at 

the Hub which gave a terrific insight in the orchids in the area. After this introduction we 

continued out to the Lions Walk which is now a tremendous area to experience natural 

bushland. The 32 attendances were then guided along the path and were educated 

by Sam on the orchids including all the botanical names and the conditions that effect 

the growth and abundance of the orchids. Threatened and common orchids were dis-

covered but even though many orchids were seen it was noted that extreme weather 

conditions such as frosts had destroyed many of the rarer orchids. Despite almost being 

carried away by the mosquitos the exploration of the native grasslands and heath for 

orchids was rated highly successful. A lunch was then provided by the Coorong and 

Tatiara LAP which was enjoyed on the foreshore of Lake Albert.  

 

     pyrorchis nigricans-fire orchid  
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Butterfly Gardening 

Karen Lane, Hindmarsh Island 

 
So where have all the butterflies gone? Like much of our wild-

life there has been a drastic decline in the numbers and diversity of native 

butterfly species due mainly to habitat loss and fragmentation, and espe-

cially in the case of butterflies, the overuse of pesticides. Of the 78 species of butterflies that 

once occurred in South Australia I think most of us would be lucky to see the odd butterfly now 

and then. Butterflies play an important role in the food chain and are also important pollinators 

of plants. If we provide good habitat for them we are also providing habitat for native bees, 

birds and other wildlife as well.  

 

Butterflies need nectar to feed on, suitable habitat to live in and have very particular require-

ments on the plant species on which they will lay their eggs for their caterpillars to eventually 

hatch and eat. 

 

Butterfly gardening-whether on a large scale revegetation project or in a small back garden, is 

fairly straightforward.  

 

You need three main ingredients, 

 

Nectar Plants 

Butterflies are not fussed from which native or introduced plants they will source nectar  they do 

have some preferences for flowers such as brightly coloured daisies like our local native  

Senecio odoratus and S.lautus and Chrysocephalum apiculatum. 

Habitat 

Butterflies need protection from predators such as birds and from the elements, neatly mani-

cured lawns  and garden beds aren’t very good for this so we need to provide some 

‘bush’ garden with long grass for them to live and hide in and don’t forget a water bowl 

with a rock in it for them to rest on. 

Larval Host Plants 

These are the most critical for the ongoing survival of our native butterflies. Most butterflies will 

only lay their eggs on and their caterpillars (larvae) will only eat a particular species of 

plant. In some cases butterflies have adapted to living on weed species when native spe-

cies have become locally extinct such as the Australian Admiral Butterfly and its larval host 

plant which are stinging nettles. We need to include native species of larval host plants in 

gardens and revegetation sites that will support butterfly populations into the future. Some 

local examples of these larval host plant dependant butterflies are the Bitterbush Blue But-

terfly and the Coastal Bitterbush- Adriana quadripartita( my Bitterbushes had caterpillars 

on them within six months of planting), The Grassland Copper and the native Oxalis peren-

nans and many of the rare local Sedge Skipper Butterflies and Gahnia spp. and Lepido-

sperma spp. 

  

It is in the understanding of some of  the intricate relationships of wildlife such as butterflies and 

the larval host plants that they need to reproduce, that revegetation and gardening efforts be-

come really effective. Butterfly gardening too is about celebrating (some) holes chewed in your 

plants! 
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Want to know more? Come to a walk on October 19th on Hindmarsh Island- see de-

tails below. 

 
Bibliography and Useful References 

Butterfly Conservation Society of South Australia website, http://sabutterflies.org.au/bcsa.htm 

 

Attracting Butterflies to Your Garden, What to Grow and Conserve in the Adelaide  

Region,Hunt,Grund,Keane,Forrest, 2007.  

 

Butterflies of South Australia, Robert H Fisher, 1978. 

                                                                                             

The Butterfly Conservation Society of SA invites you to an excursion at 81 McLeay Road Hind-

marsh Island, October 19th at 10am. 

 

View the revegetation on Chris and Karen Lanes 80 acre farm- habitat plantings for local fauna 

including butterflies, vernal wetlands, sand dune and rising ground areas.  

 

Advise to bring warm coat, good walking shoes, insect repellent. 

BYO Lunch, tea and coffee facilities available 

 

Butterfly experts available on the day to answer questions and butterfly and moth displays to 

view. Karen has also worked for 25 years as a native plant grower and revegetation/bushcare 

consultant . 

 

Revegetation supported by HI Landcare (Murray Mouth Estuary Restoration Project) and Clean 

Energy Federal Biodiversity Grant. Registered Butterfly Conservation S.A, Butterfly Site.  

RSVP Jill jilldavy@adam.com.au or Karen, growingbush@adam.com.au 

http://sabutterflies.org.au/bcsa.htm
mailto:jilldavy@adam.com.au
mailto:growingbush@adam.com.au
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Bat Box Making Workshops 

Following on from our Bat workshop earlier this year with Chris 

Grant we had a lot of interest from people in area who would like 

to either purchase a bat box or come make their own. The Lakes 

Hub have joined forces with the Milang Lakeside Men’s Shed to 

make the Bat Boxes during the month of September, (all going well 

we plan to make some bird and possum boxes later in the year ). Making the Bat box-

es in September means the boxes will be ready for installing during the warmer 

months when Bat activity is at its greatest. 

If you would like to join the men’s Shed on Fridays , 1pm-4pm (women and children 

welcome) please register your interest at the Milang Lakes Hub Office. Thanks to the 

Mid Murray LAP for the Bat Box Template.  
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Volunteer support funds 

 

Does your organisation have volunteers?  
  

The Office of Volunteers has opened up their Volunteer Support Fund. Commu-

nity organisations can apply for up to $3,000 to provide support for volunteer 

training and resources. Please see below for the web link to access the online 

application form and guidelines. They also have a list of grant recipients for 

2013. It would be great to see more natural resource community groups taking 

advantage of this grant. Applications close 5pm Friday 24 October 2014. 

  
  

www.ofv.sa.gov.au/grants/volunteer-support-fund 

  

http://www.ofv.sa.gov.au/grants/volunteer-support-fund
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River Murray – Weekly  Flow Advice 
For weekly flow / level reports on the River Murray and Lakes go to 

the following website: www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au  

Up‐to‐date River Murray flow and water level information can be 

accessed at the Department for Water, SA Water and Murray‐

Darling Basin Authority websites: Water Connect, 

Daily Flow Report, River Murray Storage Data 

Details of river height and rainfall information in the River Murray 

within Victoria and New South Wales are available at the Bureau of 

Meteorology website: http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood 

Information on the discharge of acid drainage water into the Lower 

River Murray can be accessed online at: 

www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au 

 

Some electrical conductivity ranges 

Water type 
Electrical conductivity 

(µS/cm) 

Deionised water 0.5-3 

Pure rainwater <15 

Freshwater rivers 0 - 800 

Marginal river wa-

ter 
800 - 1600 

Brackish water 1600 - 4800 

Saline water > 4800 

Seawater 51 500 

Industrial waters 100 - 10000 

Source: Suttar S., Ribbons of Blue Handbook. Scitech, Victoria, 1990. 

Data received from: www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au/RMWD/Pages/default.aspx  

Please note: salinity levels in the Goolwa Channel can be influenced by tidal ingress. 

On the Level 

Lake Levels (AHD)     

Date Goolwa Milang Raukkan Offshore Meningie Jetty Nth Warrengie Point 

4-Sept .789 .735 .737 .751 .782 

5-Sept .777 .735 .733 .761 .783 

6-Sept .762 .733 .730 .741 .761 

7-Sept .779 .733 .733 .756 .784 

8-Sept .824 .737 .737 .792 .828 

Average      

      

Salt Levels (EC)     
Date Goolwa Milang Raukkan Offshore Meningie Jetty Nth Warrengie Point 

4-Sept n/a 731 580 2366 2297 

5-Sept n/a 737 581 2361 2290 

6-Sept n/a 731 644 2362 2298 

7-Sept n/a 740 606 2353 2308 

8-Sept n/a 750 584 2331 2282 

Average n/a     

http://www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au
http://bit.ly/OJWstQ
http://bit.ly/OJWzFT
http://bit.ly/OJWNwP
http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood
http://www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au
https://www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au/RMWD/Pages/default.aspx


CALENDAR OF EVENTS  for more info contact the Lakes Hub  

If you have any relevant community event or courses that you would like added to the Calendar of 

Events please contact the Lakes Hub. 

Disclaimer 

All the links and articles in this Bulletin are provided as a courtesy to recipients. While I try and keep these links and articles as up-to-

date as possible, I can't guarantee their accuracy, adequacy, timeliness, or completeness. 

In addition, the existence of a link to another site or resource does not constitute a recommendation or endorsement of that site or 

resource. The Lakes Hub does not accept responsibility or liability for any information at any of the sites linked to from this Bulletin. 

If you feel a link description, site, piece of advice or anything else mentioned here is inappropriate, do let me know and I will en-

deavour to correct it where necessary. 

 September  - Bio Diversity Month  

12 KESAB Sustainable Communities Inspection at Meningie 

 

13 The Black Shag  performance-Goolwa  7.30 

14  

15 Community Cabinet in the Hills, Alexandrina Region 

16  

17  

18  

19  

20  

21  

22  

23  

24  

25  

26 Country Arts Long Lunch screening , Goolwa 

27  

28  

29  

30  

 October  

1 Snake Workshop– Peter Mirtschin  Milang ACE Space  

4.30 pm-6pm  

2  

3  

mailto:info@lakeshub.com

