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Lakes Hub contacts 

 
Milang Office  

phone  08 8537 0808 

info@lakeshub.com 

 

Meningie Office 

phone 08 8575 1830 

meningie@lakeshub.com  

 

www.lakeshub.com 

facebook.com/lakeshub 

 
Megan Collins 

Lakes Hub Coordinator  

Andrew Dawes 

Lakes Hub – Info. & Admin. Officer 

Meningie 

Robynne Barrett 

Lakes Hub Office Admin assistant  

(part time) Meningie 

Carole Richardson 

Community Nurseries Network 

Coordinator  

(part time) Milang 

 

GWLAP 

Office 8537 0807 

www.gwlap.org.au 

Will Miles 

GWLAP - Projects Manager Lower Lakes 

and Coorong Projects 

Regina Durbridge 

GWLAP - Monitoring & Evaluation Project 

Officer  

Aaron Cheesman 

GWLAP - Revegetation Planner/

Coordinator  -shared position 

Kerri Bartley 

GWLAP - Community Revegetation 

Program Project Officer  

Jonathan Starks 

Coorong District Council - Revegetation 

Works Coordinator Meningie 0419 049 
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Samantha Blight 
CTLAP - Implementation Officer Meningie 
0447 900001 

The Lakes Hub is an initiative of the Milang and District Community Association Inc. funded by the Australian Government and the South Australian Government's Murray Futures program. 

Weekly Bul let in  

Welcome to Spring and September is Biodiversity month! 

 
Biodiversity Month is held in September each year and aims to promote 

the importance of protecting, conserving and improving biodiversity both 

within Australia and across the world. During the month of September the 

Lakes Hub have joined forces with the Milang Men’s shed to make Bat 

Boxes for distribution. If you would like to be involved or would like to 

purchase a Bat Box please contact the Lakes Hub Office. Also During 

September  and back by popular demand the Lakes Hub have organised 

several local orchid walks, as well as frog monitoring with Regina Durbridge 

GWLAP. To keep up to date with other “ Biodiversity activities “ are 

happening near you see our events calendar.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is biodiversity? 
 
Biodiversity has been described as the ‘web of life’, ‘the variety of living 

things’ or ‘the different plants, animals and micro-organisms, their genes 

and ecosystems of which they are a part’. 

Biodiversity encompasses every living thing that exists on our planet and 

the environment in which they live. From the smallest one-cell microbe to 

the enormous majesty of the blue whale. From the depths of the Pacific 

Ocean to peaks of our tallest mountains, biodiversity forms part of an 

intricate and interdependent web of life in which we are all a part. 

Australia is home to between 600,000 and 700,000 species, many of which 

are found nowhere else in the world. About 84 per cent of our plants, 83 

per cent of our mammals, and 45 per cent of our birds are endemic — 

that is, they are only found in Australia. 

The marine environment is home to thousands of marine species, some of 

which are unique to Australia and all of which contribute to making 

Australia the most biodiversity-rich developed country in the world. This 

includes at least 45 species of whales, dolphins and porpoises. 

 

 

mailto:info@lakeshub.com
mailto:meningie@lakeshub.com
http://www.lakeshub.com
http://facebook.com/lakeshub
http://www.gwlap.org.au/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=z_rbUosICp4
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How can I help protect biodiversity? 

here are a number of ways individuals and communities can help protect biodiversity in 

their local area. 

Create a natural habitat in your backyard. Look at plants that are native to your region 

and help create a backyard sanctuary for local birds and wildlife. 

 

Get rid of weeds. What seems like a perfectly harmless plant can turn into a noxious 

weed if it jumps your back fence and heads into bushland. Check out what's considered 

a weed in your part of the country at Weeds in Australia  (link is external) 

 

Be a responsible pet owner. If you can no longer keep your pet do not release it into the 

wild. This includes pet fish — do not flush them down the toilet or put them into local 

streams. Make sure your cat is de-sexed and either keep it indoors or invest in an outdoor 

cat run — domestic cats can have a devastating effect on local wildlife. 

 

Reduce, reuse and recycle. Look at ways to reduce the amount of rubbish that ends up 

in landfill and the waterways. Many things can now be recycled. For more information on 

what you can recycle in your local area go to or Waste and recycling 

Start your own compost bin. Organic matter like vegetable peelings which usually ends 

up landfill is great for your garden. Start composting and you can reduce the need for 

chemicals and fertilizers in the garden and improve the health of your soil. 

 

Only put water down the drains. Things like oils and chemicals may start at the kitchen 

sink but end up in our waterways and seas and can affect animals and plants living in 

streams and rivers. Instead of using commercial cleaning chemicals try using white vine-

gar and bicarbonate of soda. 

 

Be an informed seafood eater. Don’t eat threatened fish species. To find out what spe-

cies you should avoid at the fish market go to Find a Fish — Fish-

Names.com.au  (Understand what you can and can’t take with you when you travel. 

Some tourist souvenirs and items you buy over the internet are made from or contain de-

rivatives of plants and animals. If you are bringing plants or animals into or out of Austral-

ia, go to Information for travellers and online shoppers beforehand. 

When you’re sailing, don't get too close to whales and dolphins. Worldwide, whales, dol-

phins and porpoises face many threats, from being directly hunted to being caught in 

fishing nets. Ship strike, pollution, climate change, ocean noise, tourism, discarded fishing 

gear or other rubbish may also affect the population. They can also be loved to death 

by overenthusiastic whale watchers. To find out more about how to help, go to Whales, 

dolphins and porpoises. 

Contact your local Landcare group and get involved in local activities. 

http://www.weeds.gov.au/
http://www.environment.gov.au/settlements/waste/index.html
http://www.fishnames.com.au/
http://www.fishnames.com.au/
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/wildlife-trade/travel/index.html
http://www.environment.gov.au/coasts/species/cetaceans/index.html
http://www.environment.gov.au/coasts/species/cetaceans/index.html
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A great effort by all: GWLAP 2014 Community Revegetation Program , 
by Kerri Bartley GWLAP Project Officer  

 

 

I was out at the Watkins site this morning and took a few photos of the revegetation. The 

first photo was of the 2011 plantings (foreground) with the 2014 plantings at the rear of 

the photo. The Watkins site (Tookayerta Creek) was planted this year with 69,196 native 

plants by 12 local community groups. Over 293,000 plants were planted over 55 sites in 

2014 around the Coorong, Lower Lakes and Murray Mouth region by Community volun-

teers for the 2014 GWLAP Community Revegetation Project. 

  

The GWLAP also planted the Black Swamp Revegetation Trial  for providing valuable 

Emu wren habitat on this site in November 2013. The plants are doing extremely well as 

you can see in the second photo, with the winter plantings in the background. 

  

Last Friday (15/08) the last plant was planted for the 2014 GWLAP Community Revegeta-

tion Project by the students from Investigator College, Goolwa campus. The students 

planted on their property at Currency Creek in the old jet boat racing track. The site was 

purchased a few years ago with the aim of restoring the site to be used as an environ-

mental learning aid and incorporated into the College’s curriculum. The College will al-

so be growing plants for the project in 2014 – 15 and will plant them on their Currency 

Creek property. 
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As spring approaches! By Robynne Barrett  

Facts about foxes   

The fox (vulpes vulpes) is one of the most successful predators in the world. Their diet con-

sists of one third wildlife, one third pest animals like mice and rabbits and one third live-

stock. Foxes were first introduced to Australia in the 1870s. They have spread to become 

one of our major vertebrate pests and are a major threat to our livestock and small na-

tive mammals, birds and reptiles in townships, agricultural and pastoral areas. Foxes 

breed once a year, during spring, 

Life Cycle 

Foxes breed once a year during spring. Generally they use a hole burrowed below 

ground (known as a den) in which to give birth but they have also been known to use 

cavities under buildings. On average a fox will produce three to six cubs at a time but 

only a few reach maturity. Cubs generally appear in late spring and once independent 

disperse to find their own territory the following autumn. The Life span of a fox in the wild 

can be up to eight years. 

Fox impacts 

 

The impacts of foxes should not be taken lightly, it has been estimated that foxes cost 

more than $200 million in terms of loss of production to the agriculture industry, as well as 

ongoing costs for control and loss in biodiversity. 

    

 
The magnitude of this impact is due to the fact that foxes are omnivorous as well as be-

ing highly opportunistic feeders. They will eat almost anything including lambs, goat kids, 

poultry, native birds, fish turtles, crayfish, molluscs, earthworms, frogs, turtles, bilbies, rep-

tiles, rodents, berries, seeds, fruit and eggs.  

 

Cost component Control $ Loss $ 

Sheep production loss - 17.5 million 

Environmental impact 

cost 

- 190 million 

Management cost 16 million - 

Research cost 4 million - 

Total cost 20 million 207.5 million 
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25 August 2014 

NEWS RELEASE 

Protect and defend our ground-dwelling birds 

In September and October, free fox baits will be provided to eligible landholders by Natural 

Resources South Australian Murray-Darling Basin (Natural Resources SAMDB) to protect 

ground-dwelling birds such as malleefowl and the bush stone-curlew. 

Spring fox baiting helps to reduce fox numbers at a critical time of year when malleefowl 

are breeding and chicks are leaving the nest. 

Natural Resources SAMDB District Officer Lauren Burdett said the 2014 program will target 

important habitats and known nesting areas within a 5km radius of active malleefowl 

mounds and bush stone-curlew locations. “This year there are limited baits, which will be 

given out on a first-come basis,” she said. Fox baiting in spring benefits the farmer by reduc-

ing fox numbers in the lead up to and during lambing. 

Strategic fox baiting twice a year, autumn and spring, is the best practice as it takes 

advantage of the fox life cycle to reduce numbers in the long term while reducing damage 

in the short term. 

Natural Resources SAMDB Land Stewardship Project Officer Sheree Bowman said mal-

leefowl are starting to show signs of breeding such as beginning to work mounds in prepa-

ration for egg laying which is largely due to the average winter rains. 

“It is vitally important to support our ground-dwelling birds by reducing predation, during 

nesting time, particularly in years such as this where there has been average winter rainfall”, 

said Mrs Bowman. 

If your property lies within an eligible area or you would like further information, please 

contact your local NRM district officer at the Natural Resources Centre in Berri on 

(08) 8580 1800, or Murray Bridge on (08) 8532 9100. 

Photo caption 1: Spring fox baiting helps to reduce fox numbers at a critical time of year 

when malleefowl are breeding and chicks are leaving the nest. 

Photo caption 2: Foxes usually require 300g of food a night if they are to survive; they are 

not fussy eaters. 
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DEWNR Special Operations Crew 

To celebrate the end of the Special Operations Crew 2014 planting season in the Lakes 

and Coorong region a lunch was held at Noonameena. With approximately 36 in at-

tendance the Lakes Hub catered with a Coorong Mullett barbeque lunch. The chairman 

of the Ngarrindjeri Regional authority Tim Hartman welcomed all the guests to the region. 

After this Hafiz Stewart from DEWNR gave an overview of the planting programme and 

thanked all concerned. Ben Sheperd as supervisor of the special operations crew went 

on to thank the crew for their hard work.  

 

On Tuesday Leanne and Pam from Dreamtime public relations visited the Lake Albert Re-

gion. Following a visit to Camp Coorong Andrew Dawes from the Lakes Hub accompa-

nied the ladies to Raukkan where they all enjoyed lunch at the Raukkan General store. 

Following lunch the Raukkan church and Gallery were viewed before making their way 

to the Charles Sturt monument. This monument was erected by descendants of Lower 

Murray tribes in 1930 in recognition of Charles Sturts visit 100 years before.  
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MDBA draft Basin-wide environmental watering strategy now available  

The draft Basin-wide environmental watering strategy is now released and is available on 

the Murray-Darling Basin Authority (MDBA) website. The consultation period closes 

on Friday 26 September 2014. You can provide feedback on the strategy via the MDBA 

online form. 

The MDBA is holding meetings in South Australia, Victoria and NSW from 3-11 Sep-

tember 2014 to update communities on how we are going with implementing the 

Basin Plan. 

The sessions will cover water efficiency infrastructure programs, constraints, water 

trading and other aspects of Basin Plan implementation. Our colleagues from the 

Commonwealth Environmental Water Office and the Commonwealth Depart-

ment of the Environment will also attend to update people on their work. 

We are also holding environmental watering panel sessions which will cover envi-

ronmental watering activities across the Basin as well as provide an overview of 

the draft Basin-wide environmental watering strategy. 

There will be an opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback. 

We recently met with communities in the Northern Basin to talk about Basin Plan 

progress, so our focus in the north will be on the draft Basin-wide Environmental 

Watering Strategy. Details about the Northern Basin meetings will be available 

shortly. 

Upcoming Meetings 

Goolwa, South Australia 

Wednesday 3 September 

9.00-11.30am 

Signal Point Gallery 

The Wharf, Goolwa 

Murray Bridge, South Australia 

Wednesday 3 September 

1.30-4.00pm 

Council Chambers 

Seventh Street, Murray Bridge 

Renmark, South Australia 

Thursday 4 September 

10.00am-12.00pm update / 12.30-2.30pm panel session 

Renmark Club 

160 Murray Ave, Renmark 

http://samdbnrmboard.cmail2.com/t/j-l-ikutill-nlkkhak-c/
http://samdbnrmboard.cmail2.com/t/j-l-ikutill-nlkkhak-q/
http://samdbnrmboard.cmail2.com/t/j-l-ikutill-nlkkhak-q/
http://www.mdba.gov.au/what-we-do/environmental-water/basin-watering-strategy
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Lakes Hub join forces with the Milang Men's Shed 

Bat Box Making Workshops 

Following on from our Bat workshop earlier this year with Chris Grant we had a lot of 

interest from people in area who wanted to either purchase a bat box or come make 

their own. The Lakes Hub have joined forces with the Milang Men’s Shed to make Bat 

Boxes during the month of September, (all going well we plan to make some bird 

boxes later in the year ) Making the Bat boxes in September means the boxes will be 

ready for installing during the warmer months when Bat activity is at its greatest. 

If you would like to join the men’s Shed on Fridays (women and children welcome) 

please register your interest at the Milang Lakes Hub Office. Thanks to the Mid Murray 

LAP for the Bat Box Template.  
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http://www.treesforlife.org.au/ 

http://www.treesforlife.org.au/
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Up/Coming Events 
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River Murray – Weekly  Flow Advice 
For weekly flow / level reports on the River Murray and Lakes go to 

the following website: www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au  

Up‐to‐date River Murray flow and water level information can be 

accessed at the Department for Water, SA Water and Murray‐

Darling Basin Authority websites: Water Connect, 

Daily Flow Report, River Murray Storage Data 

Details of river height and rainfall information in the River Murray 

within Victoria and New South Wales are available at the Bureau of 

Meteorology website: http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood 

Information on the discharge of acid drainage water into the Lower 

River Murray can be accessed online at: 

www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au 

 

Some electrical conductivity ranges 

Water type 
Electrical conductivity 

(µS/cm) 

Deionised water 0.5-3 

Pure rainwater <15 

Freshwater rivers 0 - 800 

Marginal river wa-

ter 
800 - 1600 

Brackish water 1600 - 4800 

Saline water > 4800 

Seawater 51 500 

Industrial waters 100 - 10000 

Source: Suttar S., Ribbons of Blue Handbook. Scitech, Victoria, 1990. 

Data received from: www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au/RMWD/Pages/default.aspx  

Please note: salinity levels in the Goolwa Channel can be influenced by tidal ingress. 

On the Level 

Lake Levels (AHD)     
Date Goolwa Milang Raukkan Offshore Meningie Jetty Nth Warrengie Point 

18-Aug 0.752 0.76 0.769 0.755 0.775 

19-Aug 0.759 0.754 0.754 0.762 0.78 

20-Aug 0.747 0.747   0.745 0.758 

21-Aug 0.743 0.73   0.734 0.761 

22-Aug 0.753 0.724   0.74 0.769 

Average 0.751 0.743 0.762 0.747 0.769 

      

Salt Levels (EC)     
Date Goolwa Milang Raukkan Offshore Meningie Jetty Nth Warrengie Point 

18-Aug 776 727 690 2245 2236 

19-Aug 735 725 663 2274 2246 

20-Aug 737 750 644 2299 2261 

21-Aug 733 738 651 2271 2283 

22-Aug 717 744 677 2260 2279 

Average 740 737 665 2270 2261 

http://www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au
http://bit.ly/OJWstQ
http://bit.ly/OJWzFT
http://bit.ly/OJWNwP
http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood
http://www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au
https://www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au/RMWD/Pages/default.aspx


CALENDAR OF EVENTS  for more info contact the Lakes Hub  

If you have any relevant community event or courses that you would like added to the Calendar of 

Events please contact the Lakes Hub. 

Disclaimer 

All the links and articles in this Bulletin are provided as a courtesy to recipients. While I try and keep these links and articles as up-to-

date as possible, I can't guarantee their accuracy, adequacy, timeliness, or completeness. 

In addition, the existence of a link to another site or resource does not constitute a recommendation or endorsement of that site or 

resource. The Lakes Hub does not accept responsibility or liability for any information at any of the sites linked to from this Bulletin. 

If you feel a link description, site, piece of advice or anything else mentioned here is inappropriate, do let me know and I will en-

deavour to correct it where necessary. 

August 2014 

29  

30  

31  

                                    September  -Bio Diversity Month  

1 Bat Box making workshops during the month of September at Milang, enquires 

at Lakes Hub 

2 Livestock Water Quality Workshop at Tintinara  

3 Friends of Meningie meeting and GWLAP Frog Monitoring Workshop Lakes Hub 

MENINGIE 4:30-6.00 pm 

MDBA -Basin Plan Update including draft environmental watering strategy Sig-

nal Point GOOLWA 9:00—11:30 am, MURRAY BRIDGE Council Chambers 1.30—

4.00 pm 

4 MDBA  - Basin Plan Update including draft environmental watering strategy 

RENMARK Club 10.00—12.00pm update, 12.30—2.30 panel session 

5 MDBA  - Basin Plan Update including draft environmental watering strategy 

MILDURA—Quality Hotel Mildura Grand 10.00—12.00pm update, 12.30—2.30 

panel session 

6 GWLAP Frog Monitoring Workshop—Ibis Siding Garden Centre 6.30—8.00pm 

7  

8  

9 GWLAP Frog Monitoring Workshop —  Wellington Courthouse Café 5.30—

7.00pm 

10  

11 Native Orchid Walk at Meningie at 10.30 PM 

Frog Monitoring Workshop  -  ACE SPACE Milang Old School House Community 

Centre 4:00 to 5:30 pm 

12  

13  

14  

15  

mailto:info@lakeshub.com

