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Lakes Hub contacts 

 
Milang Office  

phone  08 8537 0808 

info@lakeshub.com 

 

Meningie Office 

phone 08 8575 1830 

meningie@lakeshub.com  

 

www.lakeshub.com 

facebook.com/lakeshub 

 
Megan Collins 

Lakes Hub Coordinator  

Andrew Dawes 

Lakes Hub – Info. & Admin. Officer 

Meningie 

Robynne Barrett 

Lakes Hub Office Admin assistant  

(part time) Meningie 

Carole Richardson 

Community Nurseries Network 

Coordinator  

(part time) Milang 

Stuart Jones 

Lakes Hub Bulletin & ICT 

 

GWLAP 

Office 8537 0807 

www.gwlap.org.au 

Will Miles 

GWLAP - Projects Manager Lower Lakes 

and Coorong Projects 

Regina Durbridge 

GWLAP - Monitoring & Evaluation Project 

Officer  

Aaron Cheesman 

GWLAP - Revegetation Planner/

Coordinator  -shared position 

Leah Sullivan 

GWLAP - Revegetation Planner/

Coordinator  -shared position 

Kerri Bartley 

GWLAP - Community Revegetation 

Program Project Officer  

Jonathan Starks 

Coorong District Council - Revegetation 

Works Coordinator Meningie 0419 049 

208 

Samantha Blight 
CTLAP - Implementation Officer Meningie 
0447 900001 

The Lakes Hub is an initiative of the Milang and District Community Association Inc. funded by the Australian Government and the South Australian Government's Murray Futures program. 

Weekly Bul let in  

A Special Thank You! 

 

This week we want to say a special thank you to Carole Richardson, 

who is finishing up her time as Community Nurseries Network 

Coordinator.  

I’m sure the network would join us in thanking her for stepping in for 

the past 5 months, and doing some great work in that short time. 

Carole has been a valued member of the team at the Hubs; in her 

previous role at GWLAP, In her Admin Support role at the Milang 

Lakes Hub, and recently as Network Coordinator. 

Her incredible knowledge of the region, it’s people, and Nursery 

Management has been of great value to the Hubs and to the 

Nurseries in the Network. 

We are looking forward to our continuing relationship through the 

network, and seeing Carole out and about in her role as Nursery 

Manager at Clayton Bay Community Nursery. 

 

Once again Carole, a BIG thank you! 

Your friends at the Lakes Hub, and throughout the network. 

Weekly Links 

Have you seen the Pelican Path 

at Meningie? What an amazing 

result from a great collaboration. 

Click the image or here to watch 

online 

(And make sure to head over to 

Meningie for a proper look!) 

mailto:info@lakeshub.com
mailto:meningie@lakeshub.com
http://www.lakeshub.com
http://facebook.com/lakeshub
http://www.gwlap.org.au/
http://bit.ly/VsOI9O
http://bit.ly/VsOI9O
http://bit.ly/VsOI9O
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Community news 

The Turtle Shed 

 
Interested people are invited to a meeting on Thursday 3rd July at 5:00pm 

in the Milang Campus library. The agenda is to discuss the future of the 

Turtle Shed as it is currently operating and the changes that need to be 

made to preserve its history appropriately and sensitively. If you cannot 

make it to this meeting but would like to make comment, please contact 

Amanda or Beth at the office.  

 

Phone: 85370223.   

 

Email: beth.muirhead734@schools.sa.edu.au  or amanda.vivian855@scho

ols.sa.edu.au    

Cozzie the Turtle by Kerri Bartley GWLAP Project Officer 

Here is Cozzi, a large short necked turtle, who was taken into Wildlife Welfare at Goolwa 

on Wednesday 11th June with a hook in his throat. Some people fishing from the 

Goolwa wharf accidently hooked little Cozzi on their fishing line and the hook became 

lodged in his throat. Wildlife Welfare drove Cozzi up to AMWRRO (Australian Marine 

Wildlife Research & Rescue Organisations) at Port Adelaide where the hook was 

successfully removed and he was placed on a short course of antibiotics. Yesterday I 

returned Cozzi  to the river, slightly upstream from where he was caught (away from 

fishing wharfs for now) and swam happily into the waves of the Finniss. The private 

property where Cozzi was released has recently been vegetated through the GWLAP 

Community Revegetation Project and connects nearby habitat for our native birds and 

aquatic wildlife to inhabit.   This area is known to be utilised by nesting female turtles as 

landholders often sight turtle eggs on the river bank. 

 

mailto:beth.muirhead734@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:amanda.vivian855@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:amanda.vivian855@schools.sa.edu.au
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New sustainable farming program has high tech solutions  

High-tech solutions such as phone apps, digital best practice guides and planning  

and monitoring programs are on the agenda for a new Natural Resources SA Murray-

Darling Basin sustainable farming program. The sustainable farming program has been 

developed to help increase farm productivity through adoption of new technologies 

throughout the South Australian Murray-Darling Basin.  

Natural Resources SAMDB Principal Project Officer for Sustainable Farming Tony Randall, 

who is leading the program locally, began work last week. Previously working with the 

Goolwa to Wellington Local Action Planning Association and Rural Solutions, Tony has 

had a long association with the region as a driving force in community participation 

around the Lower Lakes. “I am looking forward to working with farmers to assist with 

property planning and adoption of new technologies that help farming,” Tony said.  

“I am passionate about soils management and property planning that sees increased 

production and benefits to whole farm management. “I  am also keenly interested to 

connect with the many different programs and resources that are available to farmers.”  

Tony brings a wealth of experience in both rural property planning and soils manage-

ment and conservation to his new position.  

For more information about the Natural Resource SAMDB Sustainable Farming  

Project please contact Tony Randall at the Natural Resource Centre, Murray Bridge,  

on (08) 8532 9100.  

Photo caption: New Natural Resources South Australian Murray-Darling Basin Principal  

Project Officer for Sustainable farming, Tony Randall. 
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Nature Spot Superb Fairy-Wren   

Other names: Blue Wren: Jenny Wren, Superb Blue Wren 

These well loved little birds hop around in gardens creating delight everywhere they go, 

and I always am happy when I see them. The Coorong and Mallee where I live has them 

skipping around in little social circles in healthy numbers at present. 

Adult male Superb Fairy Wrens are among the most brightly coloured of the species, 

especially during the breeding season. They have rich blue and black plumage above 

and on the throat. The belly is grey-white and the bill is black. Females miss out on the 

spectacular colour and are mostly brown above with a dull red-orange area around the 

eye and they have a brown bill. The legs are brown in both sexes. 

Superb Fairy-wrens are found south of the Tropic of Capricorn through Eastern Australia 

and Tasmania to the South-Eastern corner of South Australia. They are seen in most 

habitat types where suitable dense cover and low shrubs occur. They are common in 

urban parks and gardens, and can be seen in small social groups. These groups normally 

consist of one dominant male and several females and young birds. 

Superb Fairy-wrens feed on insects and other small arthropods. They are caught mostly 

on the ground and low bushes. This is why we see them quite regularly hopping in our 

gardens. Their nest is a dome shaped structure of grasses and other fine material. It is 

usually placed in a low bush and is constructed by the female. The female incubates the 

eggs alone, but both sexes feed the young. Other members of the group will also help 

with the feeding of the young.  

Reference: Birds In Backyards 

INTERESTING FACT! 

Male Superb Fairy-Wrens have been labelled 

as ‘the least faithful birds in the World” 

Females may be courted by up to 13 males in 

half an hour, and 76% of young are sired by 

males from outside the social group (source 

www.birdsinbackyards.net/forum/Wrens-

wrens-and-more-wrens) 

Click here to hear the aboriginal dreamtime 

story of Waatji Pulyer (Blue Wren) 

http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/forum/Wrens-wrens-and-more-wrens
http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/forum/Wrens-wrens-and-more-wrens
http://ohpeacefulday.blogspot.com.au/2009/03/story-of-waatji-pulyeri-blue-wren.html
http://ohpeacefulday.blogspot.com.au/2009/03/story-of-waatji-pulyeri-blue-wren.html
http://ohpeacefulday.blogspot.com.au/2009/03/story-of-waatji-pulyeri-blue-wren.html


 

Page 5 

 

 

 

Up/coming events 



 

Page 6 

 

In many urban house blocks and parks  most of the 

older trees with hollows in them have been removed. 

This means that there are fewer places for hollow 

dwelling species such as possums, parrots and bats to 

live, bred and rest. 

Following on from our successful “ Bat talk “ with Chris 

Grant at the MOSHCC in April  the Lakes Hub and the  

Milang Men's Shed will be facilitating  workshops to 

make  some wooden  Bat boxes . The workshops will 

be  scheduled in August  in time for installing the bat 

boxes in local bushland areas  in Spring. The Bat boxes 

will  be placed in and around the Milang District to 

help support the six species of bats in our region. If you are interested in 

making a bat box for your property  or would like to join us in a hands on 

workshop please contact Megan at  the Lakes Hub to register your interest. 

Come learn how to make a  Bat Box  

 

Interesting facts about Bats ! 

 Bats have existed for at least 55 million years. 

 Bats can consume half their body weight in insects per night during the warmer/

summer months. Pregnant bats can consume up to their entire body weight in insects 

per night in the warmer/summer months 

 Bats go into ‘torpor’ during the cooler/colder months from approximately May to Au-

gust. 

 Bats are our most environmentally-friendly pest exterminators feeding on many mosqui-

toes, beetles, flies, moths, and many, many more insects. 

 Bats are placental mammals giving birth to live pups/young just like humans do. Twins 

are common in some species of Bats. 
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Community Grants 

 

NRM Connecting Communities Grants  Announced  

More than $2 million in grant funding will support not-for-profit organisations and 

local  governments to engage the community in natural resources management 

across the South Australian Murray-Darling Basin.  

The South Australian Murray-Darling Basin Natural Resources Management (SAMDB 

NRM)  Board’s Connecting Communities Grants aim to raise community awareness 

of managing natural resources, increase community knowledge and skills, support 

volunteers, and engage Aboriginal groups and communities.  

Thirteen projects were successful across the region from a range of applicants, 

including local action planning groups, local governments, environmental NGOs 

and industry groups.  

The length of successful projects ranged from one to three years. SAMDB NRM 

Board Presiding Member Sharon Starick said that the NRM Connecting 

Communities Grants are an important part of the board’s commitment to focusing 

on community and landholders. “This funding will support more people to be 

involved in managing our region’s natural resources. A range of organisations and 

individuals will be supported by the program including farmers, community groups 

and industry groups,” she said.  

The Connecting Communities Grants program is supported by funding from the 

Australian Government and the SA Murray-Darling Basin NRM Board Levy.  

For further details contact Natural Resources SAMDB Team Leader NRM 

Communities Jem  Tesoriero on (08) 8532 9100.  

 

Grant Gurus 

Australia’s largest FREE searchable listing of nation wide grants and funding pro-

grams for community and not for profit organisations. 

Register at http://community.grantready.com.au/ 

http://community.grantready.com.au/
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River Murray – Weekly  Flow Advice 
For weekly flow / level reports on the River Murray and Lakes go to 

the following website: www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au  

 

Up‐to‐date River Murray flow and water level information can be 

accessed at the Department for Water, SA Water and Murray‐Darling 

Basin Authority websites: Water Connect, 

Daily Flow Report, River Murray Storage Data 

 

Details of river height and rainfall information in the River Murray 

within Victoria and New South Wales are available at the Bureau of 

Meteorology website: http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood 

 

Information on the discharge of acid drainage water into the Lower 

River Murray can be accessed online at: 

www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au 

 

For the latest River Murray Flow Report and Water Resources Update - 

16th November 2012 visit: http://www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au 

Some electrical conductivity ranges 

Water type 
Electrical conductivity 

(µS/cm) 

Deionised water 0.5-3 

Pure rainwater <15 

Freshwater rivers 0 - 800 

Marginal river wa-

ter 
800 - 1600 

Brackish water 1600 - 4800 

Saline water > 4800 

Seawater 51 500 

Industrial waters 100 - 10000 

Source: Suttar S., Ribbons of Blue Handbook. Scitech, Victoria, 1990. 

On the Level 

Data received from: www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au/RMWD/Pages/default.aspx  

Please note: salinity levels in the Goolwa Channel can be influenced by tidal ingress. 

Lake Levels (AHD)     

Date Goolwa Milang Raukkan Offshore Meningie Jetty Nth Warrengie Point 

16-Jun 0.672 0.622 0.639 0.663 0.676 

17-Jun 0.627 0.618 0.637 0.678 0.692 

18-Jun 0.672 0.638 0.641 0.662 0.688 

19-Jun 0.732 0.65 0.644 0.675 0.715 

20-Jun 0.699 0.634 0.641 0.708 0.745 

Average 0.680 0.632 0.640 0.677 0.703 

      

Salt Levels (EC)     

Date Goolwa Milang Raukkan Offshore Meningie Jetty Nth Warrengie Point 

16-Jun 1695 695 720 2492 2470 

17-Jun 1675 688 718 2502 2457 

18-Jun 1695 691 718 2515 2475 

19-Jun 1128 694 713 2516 2462 

20-Jun 1090 695 713 2544 2460 

Average 1457 693 716 2514 2465 

http://www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au
http://bit.ly/OJWstQ
http://bit.ly/OJWzFT
http://bit.ly/OJWNwP
http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood
http://www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au
http://www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au
https://www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au/RMWD/Pages/default.aspx


CALENDAR OF EVENTS  for more info contact the Lakes Hub  

If you have any relevant community event or courses that you would like added to the Calendar of 

Events please contact the Lakes Hub. 

Disclaimer 

All the links and articles in this Bulletin are provided as a courtesy to recipients. While I try and keep these links and articles as up-to-

date as possible, I can't guarantee their accuracy, adequacy, timeliness, or completeness. 

In addition, the existence of a link to another site or resource does not constitute a recommendation or endorsement of that site or 

resource. The Lakes Hub does not accept responsibility or liability for any information at any of the sites linked to from this Bulletin. 

If you feel a link description, site, piece of advice or anything else mentioned here is inappropriate, do let me know and I will en-

deavour to correct it where necessary. 

June 2014 

27  

28  

29  

30  

July 2014 

1  

2  

3  

4  

5  

6  

7 NAIDOC WEEK 

8  

9  

10  

11  

12  

13  

14  

15 Bush Foods Walking Tour at Camp Coorong  Bookings via Lakes Hub   

16  

17  

18  

19  

mailto:info@lakeshub.com

