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Lakes Hub contacts 

 
Milang Office  

phone  08 8537 0808 

info@lakeshub.com 

 

Meningie Office 

phone 08 8575 1830 

meningie@lakeshub.com  

 

www.lakeshub.com 

facebook.com/lakeshub 

 
Megan Collins 

Lakes Hub Coordinator  

Andrew Dawes 

Lakes Hub – Info. & Admin. Officer 

Meningie 

Robynne Barrett 

Lakes Hub Office Admin assistant  

(part time) Meningie 

Carole Richardson 

Community Nurseries Network 

Coordinator  

(part time) Milang 

Stuart Jones 

Lakes Hub Bulletin & ICT 

 

GWLAP 

Office 8537 0807 

www.gwlap.org.au 

Will Miles 

GWLAP - Projects Manager Lower Lakes 

and Coorong Projects 

Regina Durbridge 

GWLAP - Monitoring & Evaluation Project 

Officer  

Aaron Cheesman 

GWLAP - Revegetation Planner/

Coordinator  -shared position 

Leah Sullivan 

GWLAP - Revegetation Planner/

Coordinator  -shared position 

Kerri Bartley 

GWLAP - Community Revegetation 

Program Project Officer  

Jonathan Starks 

Coorong District Council - Revegetation 

Works Coordinator Meningie 0419 049 

208 

Samantha Blight 
CTLAP - Implementation Officer Meningie 
0447 900001 

The Lakes Hub is an initiative of the Milang and District Community Association Inc. funded by the Australian Government and the South Australian Government's Murray Futures program. 

Weekly Bul let in  

 

Weekly Links 

Link of the week… 

World Environment Day A to Z 

Everyone can make a difference in caring for the planet on World 

Environment Day, through simple steps…….. 

www.unep.org/wed/A-Z/#.U4_oO8uKClI 

“Raise Your Voice Not The Sea level” 

World Environment Day (WED) is the United Nations’ principal vehicle 

for encouraging worldwide awareness and action for the environ-

ment. Over the years it has grown to be a broad, global platform for 

public outreach that is widely celebrated by stakeholders in over 100 

countries. It also serves as the ‘people’s day’ for doing something 

positive for the environment, galvanizing individual actions into a col-

lective power that generates an exponential positive impact on the 

planet (www.unep.org/wed/about)  

When I think about World Environment Day I feel a level of gratitude 

that, here in Australia we are blessed with such diverse environments, 

such as the Great Barrier Reef, Kakadu National Park and  wetlands 

and waterways such as our precious River Murray, Lakes and 

Coorong region. So many of us value these environmental assets 

and work towards a sustainable planet, but do our actions really re-

flect our values? Every wondered how much “nature” your lifestyle 

requires? Take this ecological footprint quiz and find out how you 

measure and what you can do to help the environment  

www.myfootprint.org/en/ tell us how you measured and what you 

are willing to do to reduce your footprint….(check out the link below 

for a few idea’s). 

Have a great day  

Megan. 

mailto:info@lakeshub.com
mailto:meningie@lakeshub.com
http://www.lakeshub.com
http://facebook.com/lakeshub
http://www.gwlap.org.au/
http://www.unep.org/wed/A-Z/
http://myfootprint.org/en/
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The Lakes Hub “Where to from here” 
 

The Lakes Hub was established in 2009 at the height of the drought by the Milang and Dis-

trict Community Association to ensure that local people were actively involved in decision 

making that would affect them.  Since then the Lakes Hub at Milang and Meningie have 

supported communities around the Lakes and Coorong in building social capacity, 

strengthening collaborative links between Government and local communities, provid-

ing  information and training, disseminating  information, supporting the Community Nurse-

ries Network and other organisations working on environmental programs and activi-

ties.  The Lakes Hub operations are funded  through the CLLMM Recovery Program which 

is part of the South Australian Government’s Murray Future program.  The Lakes Hub are 

currently funded  until  June 30th 2014, which means we may be closing our doors in less 

than a month ! 

Although the drought has broken and water has returned the communities surrounding 

the lakes  are still very much in recovery. In addition the CLLMM Recovery Program man-

agement actions  continue through to June 2016.  Without the Lakes Hub there will be  a 

significant risk that the communication strategies currently in place to support  community 

involvement and two way information dissemination  between community and Govern-

ment will fall away. 

Through significant community input from members of  MDCA, Lakes Hub Advisory Com-

mittee, CLLMM Community Advisory Panel, DEWNR, GWLAP and  community members 

the Lakes Hub have identified that there is (although changing) an important role for the 

Lakes Hub to continue to play in supporting the recovery process to 2016. This could in-

clude conversations with the community about how we transition out of CLLMM program, 

advocating for future management of the RAMSAR site post CLLMM ( 2016 ), support for 

the Community Nurseries Network and the Community Advisory Panel members , provision 

of information, training and employment opportunities as well as maintaining the two way 

information dissemination between community and Government agencies. 

Feedback from the communities surrounding the River, Lakes and Coorong suggests that 

the community in general  has developed a strong sense of trust in the  Lakes Hub and 

that they value this as an asset to the community. In addition over the past six years the 

Lakes Hub has developed strong partnerships with local councils, MDNRM, DEWNR, 

GWLAP, community groups and local businesses and are in a strong position to investi-

gate  ways in which we can progress sustainable business /programs in the future that sup-

port the overall health of our communities, CLLMM region and Ramsar site. .  

Megan Collins 

Lakes Hub Coordinator  

The Lakes Hub staff have been working with DEWNR staff to submit a joint application for 

continued funding for the Lakes Hub until 2016. The outcome of the proposal will be 

known by the end of June.   
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World Environment Day (WED) is the United Nations’ principal vehicle for encouraging 

worldwide awareness and action for the environment. Over the years it has grown to be 

a broad, global platform for public outreach that is widely celebrated by stakeholders in 

over 100 countries. It also serves as the ‘people’s day’ for doing something positive for 

the environment, galvanizing individual actions into a collective power that generates 

an exponential positive impact on the planet. 

The 2014 theme for World Environment Day 2014 will focus on ‘Small Islands and Climate 

Change’, with the official slogan ‘Raise Your Voice, Not the Sea Level’.  WED is an oppor-

tunity for everyone to realize the responsibility to care for the Earth and to become 

agents of change. 

What’s happening locally? 

There are many local groups that  continue to be proactive to contribute to and im-

prove their local environment.  The Community Nurseries Network (CNN) is a group of 7 

nurseries from around Lakes Albert and Alexandrina that work to produce provenance 

plants for projects including the Coorong Lower Lakes and Murray Mouth Community Re-

vegetation Project.  Initiated by the declining environment during the recent drought, 

the group have propagated over 1 million plants since 2009 for the local region with the 

aim of increasing diversity and improving lake edge and adjacent habitats.  This year the 

group propagated over 175 different species and 275,000 plants which are currently be-

ing planted by community groups and managed by GWLAP.  The ‘knowledge bank’ of 

the group has grown enormously since the beginning of CNN. The confidence gained 

and resulting quality of plants is evidence of the capacity building  that has occurred 

within the group.   

One positive consequence of the drought was the commitment by many people in the 

region to do what they could to help their local community and local environment.  

Members within the CNN group together with project officers and volunteers now think of 

the ‘Lakes’ as one region, and have a far better understanding of the environment, peo-

ple and issues ‘across the other side’.  Good working relationships and firm friendships 

have been formed, and our precious environment considered and worked for on a daily 

basis.  Let’s celebrate that, and continue to raise awareness of the importance of caring 

for our Earth.  Become an agent of change, and act with the Earth in mind.   

Happy planting 
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Nature Spot by  

Robynne 

The Pink Lake 

 “Discovered a remarkable lagoon: the entire surface of its shallow bed and the sur-

rounding sand were of a beautiful pink colour, of a bright rose tint, which covered the 

whole extend of the lake” Written by Colin Thiele” The Coorong. 

The pink colouring in these lakes is caused by a chemical called carotene, which is pro-

duced by an aquatic plant. (Dunaliella salina), to protect it from the sun’s rays. The pink 

colouration increases as the lake dries out in the summer months. The singularity of the 

effect is further heightened by a border of red samphire encircling the shores of the lake. 

“Dunaliella salina is a type of halophile pink micro-algae especially found in sea salt 

fields, Known for its anti-oxidant activity because of its ability to create large amount of 

carotenoids, it is used in cosmetics and dietary supplements. Few organisms can survive 

in such highly saline conditions as salt evaporation ponds. To survive these organisms 

have high concentrations of B-carotene to protect against osmotic pressure. This offers 

an opportunity for commercial biological production of these substances. 

 

What has surprised scientists the most, when studying Dunaliella’s individual components, 

is how the plant appears to have evolved with a special mechanism that allows it to 

adapt to its environment and survive in a unique way. For example, it appears to pro-

duce antioxidants in response to harmful free radicals and other poisonous toxins it en-

counters (source www.thehealthierlife.co.uk/natural-health-articles/cancer/dunaliella-

salina-algae-anti-cancer-properties-00119/ accessed 28-5-2014) 

 

The pink lake, on the Prince Highway between Meningie and Tailem Bend. Picture: australiantraveller.com  

 

 

 

http://www.thehealthierlife.co.uk/natural-health-articles/cancer/dunaliella-salina-algae-anti-cancer-properties-00119/
http://www.thehealthierlife.co.uk/natural-health-articles/cancer/dunaliella-salina-algae-anti-cancer-properties-00119/
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POINT STURT AND DISTRICTS LANDCARE GROUP 

INC. 
 

MAY NEWSLETTER MAY 2014 

You may have been wondering what is happening with the Landcare Group, well quite a lot actually! 

Point Sturt History book 

A book review committee, of several members, was set up to read and discuss the first version produced 
by the author.   The actual history part was accepted with further material to be added by the author.  The 
Landcare history section was re-written using a lot of data which wasn’t available to the author at the time.  
Other sections, such as plants of the area, are nearing completion.  When all sections have been complet-
ed and photos added, it is planned to ask a professional editor to edit the book prior to printing.   We did 
hope to have the book printed this year, but that looks unlikely at this time. 

Council Reserve 

You will be aware that the planting weekend this year will be on the 7th and 8th of June.  This year we will 
be planting around 2,000 plants in the road reserve leading to the triangle.  Please bring along you rela-
tives and friends to help on the planting days. 

The landowner on the eastern side of the road reserve has erected a new electric fence which is marked 
with warning signs. 

A working group of the Council, the Goolwa to Wellington LAP and the Landcare Group, held several 
meetings to discuss aspects of the reserve.   Council has agreed to construct a ramp from the Point Sturt 
road into the road reserve leading to the reserve triangle and a car park is proposed for the first 10-20m of 
the road reserve.  

A gravel (or rubble) path is planned for the road reserve and this has been marked out for when funds are 
available for materials. 

A lot of the fallen timber on the road reserve has been removed and it is hoped that the remainder will rot 
down.   The Clayton Bay Community Assn. collected a lot of the fallen timber and has planned a “Winter 
Solstice” bonfire night at Clayton Bay on the 21st of June,  see attached flier for this event 

Post and rail fences will be erected both ends of the road reserve, materials for these fences has been 
purchased with a grant from GWLAP.  Each fence will incorporate a gate (kept locked) and a pedestrian 
entry.   A working bee will be held at a date to be decided to erect these fences, possibly August / Septem-
ber. 

A name for the Reserve is to be discussed at the AGM prior to seeking Council approval for the name. 
One suggestion at the moment is “Point Sturt Flora and Fauna Reserve”, other names can be considered. 

Grants will be applied for funding to enable the Group to achieve what has been planned at this time  

Annual General Meeting. 

The AGM will be held on Sunday the 31st of August, venue and times to be advised. 

Alexandrina Council’s Environmental Officer has agreed to be the guest speaker, lunch will be provided 

Plants for members 

This year only 3 members asked for the Group to obtain plants for them, a total of around 1,000 plants in 
all.    A works proposal was submitted to GWLAP who agreed to fund our proposal and for the Community 
nurseries to grow the plants.  Distribution of the plants will be at the end of this month (May 2014)  

Other 

An outing has been arranged for October to visit a Heritage Scrub in the Finniss area, further detail later 
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millionth plant going into the ground  ! 

Friday 6th 2014 

10.00am  

Dunns Lagoon, Clayton Bay  

You’re invited to join the Hon. Ian Hunter, Minister for Sustainability, Environment and Conser-

vation, and the Goolwa Wellington Local Action Planning Association to celebrate the 1 

millionth plant going into the ground under the Department of Environment, Water and Nat-

ural Resources’ Community Vegetation Program.   

That’s 1,000,000 plants!! 

Since 2009 the local community and the Goolwa Wellington Local Action Planning Associa-

tion have worked together with the support of the Department’s Coorong, Lower Lakes and 

Murray Mouth (CLLMM) Recovery Project to build local capacity and improve the ecology 

of the Lower Lakes region by planting of native plant species. 

  

Join us at Dunn’s Lagoon in Clayton at 10:00 am on Friday the 6th of June for the planting of 

the millionth plant and then for morning tea at Clayton Hall. See the attached map for lo-

cation details. 

 Please RSVP to Jacqui Wilson  at Strathalbyn  Natural Resource Centre 08 8536 5617 by 

Wednesday the 4th of June. 
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Supported by: The Adelaide & Mt Lofty Ranges Natural Resources Management Board 
WILLUNGA ENVIRONMENT CENTRE PRESENTS, IN CONJUNCTION WITH OUR PLASTIC FREE JULY CAMPAIGN 

“What on Earth is wrong with 

Plastic?” 
 

 

 
Presented by Clancy Retallick, Coordinator of the Victor Harbor 

NRC and “Beach Guardian” 
Learn more about the “Clean Bin Project” 

 

Thursday 19th June @ 7pm 
 At the Centre, 18 High St, Willunga. 

 

Supper Provided. Gold Coin Donation Appreciated 
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Up/Coming Events 
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River Murray – Weekly  Flow Advice 
For weekly flow / level reports on the River Murray and Lakes go to 

the following website: www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au  

 

Up‐to‐date River Murray flow and water level information can be 

accessed at the Department for Water, SA Water and Murray‐Darling 

Basin Authority websites: Water Connect, 

Daily Flow Report, River Murray Storage Data 

 

Details of river height and rainfall information in the River Murray 

within Victoria and New South Wales are available at the Bureau of 

Meteorology website: http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood 

 

Information on the discharge of acid drainage water into the Lower 

River Murray can be accessed online at: 

www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au 

 

For the latest River Murray Flow Report and Water Resources Update - 

16th November 2012 visit: http://www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au 

Some electrical conductivity ranges 

Water type 
Electrical conductivity 

(µS/cm) 

Deionised water 0.5-3 

Pure rainwater <15 

Freshwater rivers 0 - 800 

Marginal river wa-

ter 
800 - 1600 

Brackish water 1600 - 4800 

Saline water > 4800 

Seawater 51 500 

Industrial waters 100 - 10000 

Source: Suttar S., Ribbons of Blue Handbook. Scitech, Victoria, 1990. 

On the Level 

Data received from: www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au/RMWD/Pages/default.aspx  

Please note: salinity levels in the Goolwa Channel can be influenced by tidal ingress. 

Lake Levels (AHD)     

Date Goolwa Milang Raukkan Offshore Meningie Jetty Nth Warrengie Point 

26-May 0.66 0.614 0.616 0.654 0.681 

27-May 0.637 0.609 0.621 0.655 0.676 

28-May 0.582 0.573 0.621 0.726 0.718 

29-May 0.694 0.642 0.641 0.673 0.704 

30-May 0.695 0.633 0.633 0.667 0.702 

Average 0.695 0.614 0.626 0.675 0.696 

      

Salt Levels (EC)     

Date Goolwa Milang Raukkan Offshore Meningie Jetty Nth Warrengie Point 

26-May 874 689 672 2298 2555 

27-May 851 689 666 2359 2524 

28-May 1450 685 684 2430 2496 

29-May 1364 688 684 2530 2564 

30-May 1349 689 702 2530 2568 

Average 1178 688 682 2429 2541 

http://www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au
http://bit.ly/OJWstQ
http://bit.ly/OJWzFT
http://bit.ly/OJWNwP
http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood
http://www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au
http://www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au
https://www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au/RMWD/Pages/default.aspx


CALENDAR OF EVENTS  for more info contact the Lakes Hub  

If you have any relevant community event or courses that you would like added to the Calendar of 

Events please contact the Lakes Hub. 

Disclaimer 

All the links and articles in this Bulletin are provided as a courtesy to recipients. While I try and keep these links and articles as up-to-

date as possible, I can't guarantee their accuracy, adequacy, timeliness, or completeness. 

In addition, the existence of a link to another site or resource does not constitute a recommendation or endorsement of that site or 

resource. The Lakes Hub does not accept responsibility or liability for any information at any of the sites linked to from this Bulletin. 

If you feel a link description, site, piece of advice or anything else mentioned here is inappropriate, do let me know and I will en-

deavour to correct it where necessary. 

June 2014 

1  

2  

3  

4 World Environment Day Monitoring Event Murray Bridge Golf Course 

5 World Environment Day-  

Alexandrina Council Environmental Action Plan Launch 6pm-8pm  

6  

7  

8  

9 Queens Birthday  

10  

11  

12  

13  

14  

15  

16  

17  

18  

19  

20  

21  

22  

23  

24  

25  

26  

27  

28  

29  

30  

mailto:info@lakeshub.com

