We e k l y B u l l e t i n

The Lakes Hub is an initiative of the Milang and District Community Association Inc. funded by the Australian Government and the South Australian Government's Murray Futures program.

Number 190
16 May 2014

Lakes Hub contacts
Milang Office
phone 08 8537 0808
info@lakeshub.com
Meningie Office
phone 08 8575 1830
meningie@lakeshub.com
www.lakeshub.com
facebook.com/lakeshub
Megan Collins
Lakes Hub Coordinator
Andrew Dawes
Lakes Hub – Info. & Admin. Officer
Meningie
Robynne Barrett
Lakes Hub Office Admin assistant
(part time) Meningie
Carole Richardson
Community Nurseries Network
Coordinator
(part time) Milang
Stuart Jones
Lakes Hub Bulletin & ICT

GWLAP
Office 8537 0807
www.gwlap.org.au
Will Miles
GWLAP - Projects Manager Lower Lakes
and Coorong Projects
Regina Durbridge
GWLAP - Monitoring & Evaluation Project
Officer
Aaron Cheesman
GWLAP - Revegetation Planner/
Coordinator -shared position
Leah Sullivan
GWLAP - Revegetation Planner/
Coordinator -shared position
Kerri Bartley
GWLAP - Community Revegetation
Program Project Officer
Jonathan Starks
Coorong District Council - Revegetation
Works Coordinator Meningie 0419 049
208
Samantha Blight
CTLAP - Implementation Officer Meningie
0447 900001

Do you remember Timmy the Turtle? Timmy
was a baby turtle found in a Milang
backyard during the height of the drought.
Having just scrambled from the egg, Timmy
was on his gleeful way to the inviting waters
of the Lake … However, the lake at this time
was no place for a little turtle, given many
of his Aunts and Uncles were being rescued
from the encrustations of the tube-worms.
And of course, many more were not so lucky.
Timmy spent his youth under the watchful eye of Volunteers and
Staff at the Milang Old School House Community Centre. So
beloved was Timmy that he had his very own webcam stream (you
can still see a few feeding sessions here), and was immortalised in
the works of Milang’s Lakeliners in their 2009 collection of stories
(available here)
Timmy eventually grew up enough to graduate to the Turtle Shed
at Milang Campus, Eastern Fleurieu School, where I’m sure he
made many more friends, turtle and human!
Next Friday 23rd is International Turtle Day, and we will stop and
think about Timmy and his extended family, and to the amazing
community of Volunteers, young and old(er) who pulled together
to save them.

If you’re a volunteer in any field, you can still claim your free movie
ticket for this Friday 16th, thanks to various local councils, by
completing the survey online.
Have a great week!
Stuart.

The weekly link

www.farewellshorebirds.org.au/home/

Did you know Did you know over 5 million shorebirds migrate from Australia to breed in the Arctic – for
some that can be a 30,000km return journey
To celebrate this incredible journey BirdLife Australia has launched an exciting nationwide event,
Farewell Shorebirds, focusing on the fascinating lives of some of the 35 species of birds. Farewell
Shorebirds will run from 10 April until 10 May, concluding on World Migratory Bird Day.
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Nature Spot
The Long Necked Turtle
Scientific Name: Chelodina longicollis
Also referred to as a snake-necked turtle, the eastern
long-neck's shell will eventually grow to around 25cm
in length, with its neck almost the same length. The
upper shell or carapace can vary in colour from light reddish-brown to almost black,
while the lower shell or plastron is usually creamy-yellow, sometimes with other dark
brown markings. The feet have strong claws and are webbed for swimming. The jaws are
made of hard, horn-like material and, if provoked, can deliver a painful bite
Habitat:
This is an extremely common turtle in eastern Australia, while other long-necked species
occur in northern and Western Australia. They inhabit almost any type of relatively slow
moving water body from farm dams to major rivers and lakes.
Diet:
These turtles prey mostly on fish, tadpoles, frogs and crayfish. The long neck is used like a
snake to rapidly strike at passing prey. Large food items are torn apart by the strong front
claws.
Reproduction:
The female lays between 4-20 hard-shelled eggs during spring and early summer in an
excavation in the bank of a swamp or stream. The young tortoises usually hatch after an
incubation time ranging from three to eight months. Some females may produce two or
three clutches in one season.
At certain times of the year long-necks often wander in search of new homes. This often
brings them into contact with roads and fatalities and injuries from motor vehicles are
common. As Long as there are no severe internal injuries, a cracked or broken shell may
be repaired with artificial materials such as fibreglass before the animal is released back
into the wild.
Native Turtles-recovery to rescue
Native freshwater turtles in the Goolwa Channel and Lower Lakes region were under
threat due to the poor water conditions affecting their habitat. Thankfully with the help
from local communities and schools, the turtles were rescued and cared for until they
could return to their natural habitat. For more information on Native turtles rescue to recovery program go
www.environment.sa.gov.au/cllmm

Reference: Australian Reptile Park www.reptilepark.com.au, Murray Futures
CLLMM fact sheet www.environment.sa.gov.au/cllmm
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Community Nurseries Network Update
Coorong Lower Lakes Murray Mouth Planting 2014
Planting for the CLLMM Community Revegetation Project has already started on
Hindmarsh Island, with other sites planting starting this week.
Hindmarsh Island Landcare Group have grown over 40,000 plants for sites on the Island,
and started their planting in April. The group have for a number of years been working
on the large scale restoration and revegetation projects with a focus on reconnection of
waterways across the island.

Others Community Nurseries taking part include Finniss, Clayton Bay, Milang, Melaleuca
Orana Meningie, Raukkan and Ngarrindjeri Ruwe Nurseries at
Murray Bridge and Warrengie near Meningie.
In all there are 32 sites on Hindmarsh Island, 14 sites
‘Westside” (west of Wellington) and 10 sites ‘Eastside’ of
Wellington. In total the nurseries have propagated over
275,000 plants for these sites.
Goolwa to Wellington LAP are managing the revegetation,
and have contracted 45 community groups to do the
planting as a fundraiser for their groups. Planting groups
include schools, environmental groups, sporting clubs, church
groups and other local interest clubs and groups. Planting is
expected to be completed by early August 2014.
The CLLMM Project has been a great initiative for our region with environmental gains as
well as community education, involvement and fundraising.
Local groups will be looking for volunteers to help with planting. Contact Lakes Hub or
your local group if you can help out over the coming planting season.

Plant Sales
Hindmarsh Island Land Care Group Nursery will be holding a plant sale on
Sunday 25th May 9.00am until 12.30pm
For further information contact
Jo McPhee
Nursery Manager
Hindmarsh Island Landcare Group
Ph: 0497 911 419
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World Fish Migration Day
World Fish Migration Day is coming up on the 24th of May. Events
around the globe will highlight the need for open rivers and free
routes for fish migration.
www.worldfishmigrationday.com/
www.facebook.com/WorldFishMigrationDay

From the website: www.worldfishmigrationday.com

About WFMD
World Fish Migration Day 2014 (WFMD) is a one day global initiative, with local events
worldwide, to create awareness on the importance of open rivers and migratory fish.
WFMD is held to improve the publics’ understanding of the importance of open rivers
and migratory fish and their needs.
What is the problem?
Free migration for fish is crucial to achieve healthy fish stocks. While most fish are
migratory to some degree, some species like salmon, sturgeon, trout, dourada, shad,
lamprey, giant catfish and eel migrate thousands of kilometers to complete their life
cycles. If they can’t migrate, the population will die out. This has happened with many
species in different places around the world already.
Secondly, in many regions of the world, like in the Mekong river basin, millions of people
rely on migratory fish as a food source. A collapsing fish stock has a devastating effect on
the life of local people. We have built so many barriers in the rivers and on the coast that
it is very hard for migratory fish to reproduce. In the current situation, migratory fish are
threatened and fish stocks are declining rapidly around the world. They are particularly
threatened by barriers such as weirs, dams and sluices, built for water management,
hydropower and land drainage.
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Up/Coming Events
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On the Level
Lake Levels
Date
5-May
6-May
7-May
8-May
9-May
Average

(AHD)
Goolwa
0.67
0.633
0.699
0.691
0.729
0.729

Milang
0.639
0.64
0.656
0.647
0.641
0.645

Raukkan Offshore
0.636
0.638
0.64
0.639
0.639
0.638

Meningie Jetty
0.661
0.658
0.626
0.631
0.663
0.648

Nth Warrengie Point
0.681
0.685
0.633
0.667
0.702
0.674

Salt Levels (EC)
Date
5-May
6-May
7-May
8-May
9-May
Average

Goolwa
3509
3048
1688
1866
1260
2274

Milang
745
745
744
709
690
727

Raukkan Offshore
681
684
690
690
697
688

Meningie Jetty
2485
2490
2499
2537
2583
2519

Nth Warrengie Point
2636
2640
2629
2644
2729
2656

Data received from: www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au/RMWD/
Pages/default.aspx
Please note: salinity levels in the Goolwa Channel can be

River Murray – Weekly Flow Advice
For weekly flow / level reports on the River Murray and Lakes go to
the following website: www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au
Up‐to‐date River Murray flow and water level information can be
accessed at the Department for Water, SA Water and Murray‐Darling
Basin Authority websites: Water Connect,
Daily Flow Report, River Murray Storage Data
Details of river height and rainfall information in the River Murray
within Victoria and New South Wales are available at the Bureau of
Meteorology website: http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood
Information on the discharge of acid drainage water into the Lower
River Murray can be accessed online at:
www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au
For the latest River Murray Flow Report and Water Resources Update 16th November 2012 visit: http://www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au

Some electrical conductivity ranges
Water type

Electrical conductivity
(µS/cm)

Deionised water

0.5-3

Pure rainwater

<15

Freshwater rivers

0 - 800

Marginal river water

800 - 1600

Brackish water

1600 - 4800

Saline water

> 4800

Seawater

51 500

Industrial waters

100 - 10000

Source: Suttar S., Ribbons of Blue Handbook. Scitech, Victoria, 1990.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

for more info contact the Lakes Hub

If you have any relevant community event or courses that you would like added to the Calendar of
Events please contact the Lakes Hub.

May 2014
16

Volunteer Movie Day (see poster)

17
18
19
20
21
22

Lakes Hub Talking Heads– GWLAP Community Revegetation Program, 4.45-6pm
International Day for Biological Diversity
Change and Exchange Community Monitoring Workshop, Murray Bridge

23

World Turtle Day

24
25
26
27
28
29

Lakes Hub Talking Heads with GWLAP– Regina Durbridge on Community Monitoring , 4.45pm-6pm MOSHCC

30
JUNE 2014

1
2
3
4

World Environment Day Monitoring Event Murray Bridge Golf Course

5

World Environment DayAlexandrina Council Environmental Action Plan Launch 6pm-8pm

6
7
8
Disclaimer
All the links and articles in this Bulletin are provided as a courtesy to recipients. While I try and keep these links and articles as up-todate as possible, I can't guarantee their accuracy, adequacy, timeliness, or completeness.
In addition, the existence of a link to another site or resource does not constitute a recommendation or endorsement of that site or
resource. The Lakes Hub does not accept responsibility or liability for any information at any of the sites linked to from this Bulletin.
If you feel a link description, site, piece of advice or anything else mentioned here is inappropriate, do let me know and I will endeavour to correct it where necessary.

