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The Lakes Hub is an initiative of the Milang and District Community Association Inc. funded by the Australian Government and the South Australian Government's Murray Futures program. 

Welcome to this weeks Bulletin, 

After last weeks Bulletin edition when we warmly welcomed 

Carole Richardson back to the Hub as the Community 

Nurseries Network Coordinator, some people in the office 

made comment that I haven't officially introduced myself 

since I began as the lakes Hub Coordinator in November last 

year. And what I think they meant as “officially” is that I 

haven't posted a lovely picture of myself yet ...so here we are , 

a little wind swept, I hope you are all happy now.  

This week is Ground Water Awareness week. I have included a few articles on 

ground water, what happens to ground water and a few things we can all do to help 

reduce the pollutants that end up in our ground water systems, lakes and wetlands . 

Ground water is a renewable resource however if our water ends up full of nutrients 

and pollutants this will ultimately end up impacting on our availability of water use 

and of course our lively hoods.  The  article by Maude Barlow, Best selling Canadian 

Author and activist highlights the importance of looking after this precious resource. 

Maude actually visited the lower lakes and Coorong region during the drought and is 

actively involved in water and food issues on a global level.   

I hope you enjoy the bulletin 

Megan  

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Bul let in  

Photo Courtesy of Bob Honor , Milang Foreshore  

mailto:info@lakeshub.com
mailto:meningie@lakeshub.com
http://www.lakeshub.com
http://facebook.com/lakeshub
http://www.gwlap.org.au/
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NATIONAL GROUND WATER AWARENESS WEEK 

March 10th-15th 

In Australia, groundwater provides more than 20 percent of water used each year. With drought placing 

ever more pressure on Australian water supplies, Ground Water Awareness Week is part of an important 

campaign to conserve and maintain fresh water for drinking,  

What is ground water? 

Groundwater is the water that soaks into the soil from rain or other precipitation and moves downward to 

fill cracks and other openings in beds of rocks and sand. It is, therefore, a renewable resource, although 

renewal rates vary greatly according to environmental conditions. 

It also is an abundant natural resource.  

Groundwater and the environment 

Many wetlands in Australia are formed when the groundwater surface (water table) is higher than the land 

level. Many of these lakes and swamps are of very high conservation value. Groundwater also discharges 

into streams and rivers. Nutrients and contaminants in the groundwater can enter wetlands and streams, 

feed algal blooms and cause pollution. 

Groundwater pollution 

Groundwater pollution occurs when waste products or other substances change the chemical or biologi-

cal characteristics of the water and degrade water quality so that animals, plants or human uses of the wa-

ter are affected. pollutants include plant nutrients, bacteria, viruses, pesticides, herbicides, hydrocarbons 

(including petrol and oil), heavy metals and other toxic chemicals. Why is groundwater prone to pollution? 

shallow groundwater is often affected by land use. Chemicals or microorganisms (bacteria and viruses) 

may filter through the soil to the water table causing groundwater pollution, particularly when the water 

table I shallow and soils are sandy. Groundwater in deeper (confined) aquifers beneath layers of rock or 

clay that do not let water through has better protection from pollution because it is not directly connected 

to the surface environment. 

Sources of pollution 

The most severe pollution often results from localised spills of chemicals, or where contaminated water is 

disposed of into soak wells or unlined pits. Localised sources such as these are known as point sources of 

contamination. The contaminant interacts with the moving groundwater and the soil and spreads out to 

form a plume moving in the same direction as the groundwater. The resulting groundwater contamination 

plume may extend several hundred metres or even further away from the source of pollution. 

What you can do 

Use pesticides and fertilisers on your garden with care. Never tip paint, chemicals or oil into street drains. 

Store, handle and dispose of chemicals safely. Plant local native plants in your garden and road verge to 

save water and fertiliser ( Water Facts , Water and River Commission 1998 sourced at 

www.water.wa.gov.au) For more information on ground water and water allocation plans  contact  Natural 

Resources Murray Darling Basin www.naturalresources.sa.gov.au/samurraydarlingbasin/water 
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National Ground Water Awareness Week  

 

Have you heard?  

The world is running out of accessible clean water. 

By Maude Barlow 

Humanity is polluting, mismanaging, and displacing our finite freshwater 
sources at an alarming rate. Since 1990, half the rivers in China have disap-
peared. The Ogallala Aquifer that supplies the U.S. breadbasket will be gone "in our lifetime," the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture says. 

By 2030, global demand for water will outstrip supply by 40 percent, a surefire recipe for great suffering. Five 
hundred scientists recently told UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon that our collective abuse of water has 
caused the planet to enter "a new geologic age" and that the majority of the planet's population lives within 31 
miles of an endangered water source. 

Yet in election after election the world over, no one's paying attention to this urgent issue. 

That's why I'm calling for a new water ethic that places water and its protection at the heart of all policy and prac-
tice. This may strike you as far-fetched, but we must do it now. The future of the planet and the human race both 
depend on it. And taking our water crisis seriously will change everything. 

What would farm policy look like if we understood that the global food system is depleting local watersheds 
through the export of a torrent of "virtual water"? Vast quantities of water are embedded in apples, corn, and oth-
er crops. 

How would trade policy change if we understood that global trade deals give global firms the right to claim 
"ownership" of the water they use in other countries? 

Would our energy policies change if we realized that water-guzzling biofuels may be more environmentally 
dangerous than the fossil fuels they're supposed to replace? 

This new water ethic should honor four principles. 

First, water is a human right and must be more equitably shared. The United Nations has recognized that drink-
ing water and sanitation are fundamental rights and that governments have obligations not only to supply these 
services to their people but also to prevent harm to source water. This provides an important tool to local com-
munities as they confront dangerous mines, dams, and fossil-fuel extraction operations around the world. 

Second, water is a common heritage of humanity and of future generations and must be protected as a public 
trust in law and practice. Water must never be bought, hoarded, sold, or traded as a commodity on the open 
market and governments must maintain the water commons for the public good, not private gain. While private 
businesses have a role in helping find solutions to our water crisis, they shouldn't be allowed to determine ac-
cess to this basic public service. The public good trumps the corporate drive to make profits when it comes to 
water. 

Third, water has rights too, outside its usefulness to humans. Water belongs to the Earth and other species. Our 
belief in "unlimited growth" and our treatment of water as a tool for industrial development have put the earth's 
watersheds in jeopardy. Water isn't merely a resource for our convenience, pleasure, and profit. It's the essential 
element in a living ecosystem. We need to adapt our laws and practices to ensure the protection of water and 
the restoration of watersheds - a crucial antidote to global warming. 

Finally, I deeply believe that water can teach us how to live together if only we will let it. There is enormous po-
tential for water conflict in a world of rising demand and diminishing supply. But just as water can be a source of 
disputes, conflict, and violence, water can bring people, communities, and nations together in the shared search 
for solutions. 

Preserving water supplies will require more collaborative and sustainable ways of growing food, producing en-
ergy, and trading across borders. It will demand robust democratic governance. 

It is my deepest hope that water can become nature's gift to humanity and teach us how to tread more lightly on 
the earth - in peace and respect with one another 

Maude Barlow, author of the new book Blue Future, Protecting Water for People and the Planet Forever.  
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Alexandrina Council Draft Environmental Action  Plan  
 
Hello Everyone 
  
A friendly reminder that the consultation period for Council’s draft Environmental Action Plan closes this Friday 14 
March 2014. 
  
Many thanks to those of you who have already attended a community meeting, completed a survey or made a sub-
mission. Please circulate this email through your networks to remind those who haven’t yet done so. 
  
A copy of the draft EAP, factsheets and online survey can be found here:http://mysay.alexandrina.sa.gov.au/
EAP.   The easiest way to make a comment is to complete the online survey or to send a quick email to 
alex@alexandrina.sa.gov.au.  Hard copies of the survey are also available by visiting your nearest Council office or 
calling 8555 7000. 

We look forward to reviewing your feedback, which will be discussed at a meeting of the Elected Members in early 
April.  We hope the final EAP will be adopted at the Council meeting on Monday 19 May, then launched at a World 
Environment Day event on Thursday 5 June. 

Kind regards, 

Shen 
Environmental Strategy Officer 
Alexandrina Council 

http://mysay.alexandrina.sa.gov.au/EAP
http://mysay.alexandrina.sa.gov.au/EAP
mailto:alex@alexandrina.sa.gov.au
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Nature Spot  

By Carole Richardson 

Persicaria decipiens (syn.Polygonum minus) 

Slender knotweed 

Semi-aquatic plants of freshwater environments, it grows in water and on wet flats at the edges of riv-

ers, lagoons and lakes and in marshes, swamps and drainage lines. High waterlogging tolerance, it is an 

annual or perennial herb usually to 30 cm high.  It is a common plant that grows vigorously during sum-

mer and dies back during winter. It can grow into thick mats covering shallow water. 

 

Leaves are narrow-elliptic to lanceolate (spear-shaped), from 5-12 cm long and 5-13 cm wide and often 

with a purple blotch near the middle of the upper surface 

 

Flower-heads are rather lax to drooping, elongated cylindrical spikes, 2-6 cm long and 3-4 mm diameter 

and flower parts 1.7-2.5 mm long. The fruit is a dark brown to black, lens-like or triangular nut, 1.5-2 

mm long. 

 
Slender knotweed is an important habitat for many wetland animals including spiders, insects, crusta-
ceans, snails and tadpoles. 
 

http://vro.depi.vic.gov.au/dpi/vro/vrosite.nsf/pages/water_sss_glossary#flowerhead
http://vro.depi.vic.gov.au/dpi/vro/vrosite.nsf/pages/water_sss_glossary#spike
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Immerse yourself in the 

Coorong!  

Coorong experience for educators 

25-26-27 April 2014 

Small group size (max 15) – Limited places 
remain! Book today! 

2 nights + 2 full days 

Cost: $390 (unsalaried or student teacher 
concession $200). 

  

SPECIAL EARLY BIRD OFFER 

BRING A FRIEND & SHARE THE COST – 2 
FOR PRICE OF 1 

First 2 registered with payment before Friday 28th March will be eligible for 2 for 1 offer (Teachers $195 each and 
student teachers/unsalaried $100 each). 

 Presented by Ngarrindjeri lands and Progress Association and River Murray Urban Users Committee Murray 
Care™ and subsidized by the SA MDB Natural Resources Management Board. 

  

Murray Care will be running its popular Coorong experience field tour on Friday 25th, Saturday 26th and Sunday 
27th April. The tour is open to educators, student teachers and other educators interested in increasing their 
awareness and understanding of Aboriginal culture and seeing first hand the environmental issues effecting the 
Coorong and Lower lakes. 

Participants will be introduced to the rich cultural heritage of the region by aboriginal guides as they are immersed 
in the Coorong during a boat tour/walk to the main beach, bush tucker walk and tour of Camp Coorong Museum. 
Participants will gain an understanding from local experts of the issues facing the area due to the over extraction 
of water and climate change and the effect this is having on this fragile ecosystem and those living and working 
around the Lower Lakes and Coorong. 

To register and for more information (draft program available on request) on the Coorong Experience 
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Up/Coming Events 
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Plant Health and Bio security Project 

Work shop number 3 

Recognition and Management of Common Nursery Diseases 

Wednesday 30th April 2014  

In collaboration with NGISA, DAFF will  deliver a workshop aimed at provid-

ing  information on the recognition and  management of common plant 

pests &  diseases.  For more information and to register  down load the flyer 

at www.lakeshub .com  
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River Murray – Weekly  Flow Advice 
For weekly flow / level reports on the River Murray and Lakes go to the 

following website: www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au  

 
Up-to-date River Murray flow and water level information can be 
accessed at the Department for Water, SA Water and Murray-Darling 
Basin Authority websites: Water Connect, 
Daily Flow Report, River Murray Storage Data 
 
Details of river height and rainfall information in the River Murray 
within Victoria and New South Wales are available at the Bureau of 
Meteorology website: 
http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood 
 
Information on the discharge of acid drainage water into the Lower 
River Murray can be accessed online at: www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au 

Some electrical conductivity ranges 

Water type 
Electrical conductivity 

(µS/cm) 

Deionised water 0.5-3 

Pure rainwater <15 

Freshwater rivers 0 - 800 

Marginal river wa-

ter 
800 - 1600 

Brackish water 1600 - 4800 

Saline water > 4800 

Seawater 51 500 

Industrial waters 100 - 10000 

Source: Suttar S., Ribbons of Blue Handbook. Scitech, Victoria, 1990. 

On the Level 

Data received from: www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au/RMWD/

Lake Levels 

Lake Levels (AHD)     

Date Goolwa Milang Raukkan Offshore Meningie Jetty Nth Warrengie Point 

3-Mar 0.605 0.59 0.586 0.521 0.544 

4-Mar 0.613 0.586 0.586 0.562 0.584 

5-Mar 0.581 0.578 0.579 0.588 0.602 

6-Mar   0.618 0.571     

7-Mar 0.615 0.617 0.579 0.462 0.493 

Average 0.604 0.598 0.580 0.533 0.556 

Salt Levels (EC)     

Date Goolwa Milang Raukkan Offshore Meningie Jetty Nth Warrengie Point 

3-Mar 1106 727 657 2494 2770 

4-Mar 1110 716 673 2493 2730 

5-Mar 1098 717 675 2542 2664 

6-Mar   747 669     

7-Mar   758 689 2568 2602 

Average 1105 733 673 2524 2692 

http://www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au
http://bit.ly/OJWstQ
http://bit.ly/OJWzFT
http://bit.ly/OJWNwP
http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood
http://www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au
https://www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au/RMWD/Pages/default.aspx
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS  for more info contact the Lakes Hub 
If you have any relevant community event or courses that you would like added to the Calendar of Events please contact the Lakes Hub. 

Disclaimer 

All the links and articles in this Bulletin are provided as a courtesy to recipients. While I try and keep these links and articles as up-to-date as possible, I can't 
guarantee their accuracy, adequacy, timeliness, or completeness. 
In addition, the existence of a link to another site or resource does not constitute a recommendation or endorsement of that site or resource. The Lakes Hub 
does not accept responsibility or liability for any information at any of the sites linked to from this Bulletin. 
If you feel a link description, site, piece of advice or anything else mentioned here is inappropriate, do let me know and I will endeavour to correct it where 
necessary. 

 March 2014 

 
1 Sea Week  

 
2  

 
3  

 
4 

 

 

5 

 

 

6 

 

 

7 

 

Womadelaide 

8 

 

Womadelaide 

International women's Day  
9 Womadelaide 

 
10 

 

Womadelaide,  

 

Ground Water Awareness Week  
11 

 

Ground Water Awareness week  

12 Ground Water Awareness Week  

13 

 

Ground Water Awareness Week  

14 Ground Water Awareness Week  

15  

 
16  

 
17  

18  
19  

 
20 Close The Gap Day  

www.oxfam.org.au/act/events/national-close-the-gap-day/ 

mailto:info@lakeshub.com

