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Lakes Hub contacts 

 
Milang Office  
phone  08 8537 0808 
Email  
info@lakeshub.com 
 
Meningie Office 
phone 08 8575 1830 
Email  
meningie@lakeshub.com 
  

Web  www.lakeshub.com   
 
Amelia Graham 

Lakes Hub Coordinator  

Andrew Dawes 

Lakes Hub – Info. & Admin. Officer 

Meningie 

Jill Taylor 

Lakes Hub - Community Nursery  

Network Coordinator  

Robynne Barrett 

Lakes Hub Office Admin assistant  

(part time) Meningie 

Carole Richardson 

Lakes Hub Office Admin assistant  

(part time) Milang 

Stuart Jones 

Lakes Hub Bulletin & ICT 

 

GWLAP office 8537 0807 

Web www.gwlap.org.au 

Will Miles 

GWLAP - Project Officer Coordinator  

Regina Durbridge 

GWLAP - Monitoring & Evaluation 

Project Officer  

Aaron Cheesman 

GWLAP - Revegetation Planner/

Coordinator  -shared position 

Leah Sullivan 

GWLAP - Revegetation Planner/

Coordinator  -shared position 

Kerri Bartley 

GWLAP - Lower Lakes and Coorong  

Community Revegetation Program 

Project Officer  

Ken Strother 

GWLAP - Revegetation Project Officer 

Meningie 

Samantha Blight 
CTLAP - Implementation Officer 
Meningie 0447 900001 

The Lakes Hub is an initiative of the Milang and District Community Association Inc. and is part of the South Australian Government's Murray Futures program, funded by the Australian Government's Water for the Future initiative. 

September is Biodiversity Month... 

We are celebrating Biodiversity Month by profiling some of our stunning local 
native orchids (see first instalment p2). Saturday September 7th is Threatened 
Species Day (commemorating the death of the last Tasmanian tiger at Hobart 
Zoo in 1936. Look out for Regina Durbridge’s (GWLAP) new Frog Poster soon to 
be installed on the Wellington Ferry (also on p2). How many of us visited Open 
Gardens over the Weekend? Jill Taylor went to Currency Creek Eucalypt 
Arboretum and here is a report from Andrew Dawes who visited Daisy Patch: 
On Saturday 31st August and Sunday 1st September John Barrie opened up his multi award 
winning garden ’Daisy Patch’ at Coonalpyn as part of the Open Gardens program. Daisy Patch has 
won South Australia's ABC Gardening Australia's Gardener of the Year Finalist 2012 and Joint 
Gold Award Winner of Adelaide Botanic Gardens Native Garden Awards 2011 (Business, Industry 
and Commercial gardens).  
Multi-award winning sustainable garden whose imaginative design maximises vistas and seasonal 
colour from a diverse range of Australian plants. 
Swathes of paper daisies unify iconic low-rainfall 
species including magnificent Grevilleas. Bush 
tucker plants, groundcover Eremophila’s and 
wallaby grass lawns. The one hectare garden 
features sustainable water management and weed 
control.  "Succeeding with Australia's Iconic Paper 
Daisies". For more info visit: 
www.goodchoices.com.au/Daisy%20Patch.html 
  
The weekly links… 
  

Transitions Film Festival 
If you are a filmmaker, sustainability leader or 
organisation driving change, head to the 'Get 
Involved' page on the website: www.Transitionsfilmfestival.com or  
Like the page: www.Facebook.com/TransitionsFF  
  

The Latest Food Forest E Newsletter contains an interesting story about the devastating effect of 
climate change on their pistachio crop (as well as up-coming courses and information): 
Stone fruit trees are well ahead of normal flowering times at the Food Forest and the rapid 
warming of the Southern Ocean is a factor in driving the underlying rise in air temperature: 
www.foodforest.com.au/news/newsletter-archive/  
  

Murray-Darling Carpet Python SA MDB NRM warn snakes on the move 
With the promise of warm weather it won’t be long before our reptilian friends are on the move 
to warm themselves in the sunshine. One such rare reptile is the non-venomous Murray-Darling 
Carpet Python, (Morelia spilota metcalfei), also known as the Inland or Riverine Carpet Python 
which are listed as threatened in the South Australia Murray-Darling Basin. The community is 
reminded snakes are protected under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972 and should not be 
approached or removed from their natural environment. Previously widespread, this average 
sized python is now limited to small local populations mainly found; around steep rocky ridges, in 
Riverine corridors, River Red Gum and Black Box Forests of the Murray-Darling Basin. 
  

PIRSA Announces SARMS Program 
South Australian River Murray Sustainability - Irrigation Industry Improvement Program. For 
information visit: www.pir.sa.gov.au/sarms-iiip  

mailto:info@lakeshub.com
mailto:meningie@lakeshub.com
http://www.lakeshub.com
http://www.gwlap.org.au/
http://www.goodchoices.com.au/Daisy%20Patch.html
http://www.transitionsfilmfestival.com/
http://www.facebook.com/TransitionsFF
http://foodforest.com.au/news/newsletter-archive/
http://www.pir.sa.gov.au/sarms-iiip
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Plant Profile 
Fleurieu Leek Orchid - Prasophyllum murfetii 
 
Conservation Status: Listed as Critically Endangered under EPBC 
Act and Listed as Endangered National Parks and Wildlife Act 
1972 
 
Distribution: endemic to the Fleurieu Peninsula. The species has 
been recorded from three general areas (SA DEH 2005a): 
 the shores of Lake Alexandrina 
 Glenshera, Tooperang, Yundi and Nangkita swamps in the 

Mount Compass area 
 swamps around Parawa, near the southern tip of Fleurieu 

Peninsula. 
 
Description: The Fleurieu Leek Orchid is a tall terrestrial orchid 
with a single, erect dark-green cylindrical leaf. The flowers occur 
on small stalks (6-12 cm long), emerging from the un-branched 
flowering stem which itself grows to 80 cm in height (Jones 
2006). Groups of 15-35 flowers are arranged in dense to 
moderately dense clumps. The Fleurieu Leek Orchid has three sepals, two regular petals, and a third, 
greatly modified petal known as a labellum or lip (Jones 2006). The sepals usually function as protection 
for the petals while in bud stage (Jones 2000, 2006). 
The Fleurieu Leek Orchid's leaf tip withers as the flowers open. The flowers may be variously colored from 
greenish-brown to white, with light to bright pink margins (Jones 2000, 2006). 

Info from: www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/sprat/public/publicspecies.pl?taxon_id=81621 

Photo: Rosemary Taplin 

http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/sprat/public/publicspecies.pl?taxon_id=81621
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The History Spot 

'GREEEN WATER' AT LAKE ALEXANDRINA 

Chronicle (Adelaide SA)  Saturday 6th  April 1912 

A correspondent writes: — “What Is known as green water has made its appearance in Lake Alexandrina, and has 
caused rather heavy mortality on Mr  Keith Bowman's Poltalloch station, between 300 and 400- sheep and a few 
cattle and horses having died. This water appeared 2S or 30 years ago. and caused heavy mortality, and again it was 
in evidence  about 16 years back. The recent heavy gales experienced on the coast blew sea water in at the mouth 
of the Murray. This water has apparently caused a weed growing in the lake to die and decay and it is believed this 
is the cause of the mortality. Animals that drink the water suffer intense pain, and sometimes die in a few hours. 
The position is a serious one for Mr Bowman, who has 16 miles of water frontage, and has no other water for his 
stock. Officers of the Stock Department have been making investigations, and it is understood that post mortem 
examinations have revealed intense inflammation of the stomach and bowels.” 

Blue green algae are not actually algae at all, they are a type of bacteria known as Cyanobacteria. They have some 
characteristics in common with algae – they photosynthesise, using light to 
produce oxygen and they need sunlight to grow. The two most common types 
in the River Murray are Anabaena and Microcystis. Blue-green algae are a 
natural part of the freshwater environment. If conditions are favourable, they 
reproduce at very high rates to form 'blooms' – explosions in growth that 
dominate the aquatic environment, forming unpleasant and sometimes toxic 
scums 

When blooms of blue-green algae occur, they interfere with other uses of the 
water, can affect human health and have far-reaching consequences for the 
environment and the economy. They affect water quality by causing 
undesirable tastes and odours, discolouration and unsightly scums. Blue-
green algae can be toxic, with some species producing toxins that cause liver 
damage, stomach upsets and disorders of the nervous system in humans. 
Contact with high concentrations of blue-green algae can cause skin and eye 
irritations. Although no human deaths have been attributed to blue-green 
algal toxins, stock deaths have been documented and there is evidence of poisoning of wildlife and domestic pets. 

http://www.mdba.gov.au/river-data/water-quality/bga 

Photo:  Adelaidenow.com.au 

Reader’s input: Another Boomerang connection with aviation 
 
Regarding the Boomerang and its 
connection with aviation (Bulletin 
#162) I’ve attached a picture I took 
of an Australian made Boomerang 
(taken at Temora NSW 2012). It saw 
action in the 2nd WW in northern 
Australia.  There’s only 1 still flying at 
the Temora Flying Museum in NSW 
See: www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
CAC_Boomerang 
 
Cheers, Peter Mirtschin 
  
 

http://www.mdba.gov.au/river-data/water-quality/bga
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=43EmX0NlFwiQQM&tbnid=P7Me2ug5qI9g3M:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.adelaidenow.com.au%2Fnews%2Fsouth-australia%2Fclay-treats-torrens-algae%2Fstory-e6frea83-1111115639673&ei=3h0gUt72
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/CAC_Boomerang
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/CAC_Boomerang
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EPBC Act listings 
Recent listing of the ‘River Murray and associated wetlands, floodplains and groundwater systems, from the 
junction with the Darling River to the sea’ as a critically endangered ecological community  
and  
‘Subtropical and Temperate Coastal Saltmarsh’ listed as vulnerable ecological community  
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act).  
For further information on the ecological community, why are they threatened? what is the purpose of the listing? 
& maps visit www.environment.gov.au/epbc/index.html 
 
What are the implication of listing? 
The activities of individual landholders, fishers and residents are unlikely to be affected by the listing. Routine 
property maintenance, land management, weed spraying, changing irrigation systems and other established 
practices typically do not require referral under the EPBC Act, particularly if carried out in line with other national 
and state laws covering native vegetation, fishing and water management. 
 The listing and associated Conservation Advice provides more guidance and options for environmental decision-
making in the region, including for environment assessments, environmental watering and other rehabilitation 
and conservation initiatives such as Caring for our Country. 
 Listing this ecological community as critically endangered under the EPBC Act does mean that an action that is 
likely to have a significant impact on the ecological community will need to be referred to the Department for 
assessment and approval. 
 Examples of activities which may have a significant impact on the ecological community include: 

·         permanently clearing large areas of intact and high-quality native vegetation; 
·         new works that lead to permanent drainage or unsustainably-large water diversions from the 
system; or 
·         other potential major developments. 

 Information regarding the referrals and assessment process can be found at http://www.environment.gov.au/
epbc/index.html The Department’s Significant Impact Guidelines provide further guidance on determining 
whether an action is likely to have a significant impact on a matter of national environmental significance. 
  
More specific guidelines outlining what sorts of actions may be likely to have a significant impact on the ecological 
community – and those that would not will be published shortly. 
 
Enquiries 
If you have any queries about the ecological community, please contact Matthew White, Director of the Ecological 
Communities Section, at matthew.white@environment.gov.au. There is also an EPBC liaison officer at the National 
Farmers Federation who can be contacted on 1800 704 520 or environment@nff.org.au. 
 

Species listed as Endangered under the EPBC Act. 

Left: Fairy tern  Centre: Greater stick nest rat  Right: Black footed rock wallaby 

http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/sprat/public/publicshowcommunity.pl?id=118
http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/index.html
http://www.nrm.gov.au/
http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/index.html
http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/index.html
http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/publications/nes-guidelines.html
mailto:matthew.white@environment.gov.au
mailto:environment@nff.org.au
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://bushpea.com/bd/ph/vik/mi/fairy%2520tern%252003.jpg&imgrefurl=http://bushpea.com/bd/pg/all/f/fairy%2520tern%252002.html&h=320&w=480&sz=47&tbnid=5BqpaZpJ-3QtTM:&tbnh=92&tbnw=138&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dfairy%2Btern%
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.lochmantransparencies.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/02-greater-stick-nest-rat-zl-629-copy.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.lochmantransparencies.com/products/mammals-rodents/zl-629-greater-stick-nest-rat/&h=435&
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Rn3VhYSiVPZCrM&tbnid=gG5CedFKx4zV0M:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.australianwildlife.org%2FWildlife-and-Ecosystems%2FWildlife-Profiles%2FMammals%2FBlackflanked-Rockwallaby.aspx&ei=
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Community Advisory Panel  (CAP) - Member Profile  

Emily Jenke 

I live between Strathalbyn and Langhorne Creek and own and run Talinga Grove Olive Oil with my family. I 
also run another business as a consultant to government in community engagement.  

I have lived in the CLLMM region for the last 5 years permanently with my young family – my family 
however moved to Strath in 1996 while I was at Roseworthy so I’ve been loitering in the region for a while 
now! 

I offer my community engagement expertise and also my input as a horticultural irrigator from the region to 
the CAP. I also have been a board member on the SA MDB NRM Board for the last 5 years – so that’s a 
helpful linkage! 

Whilst Im not an ecologist, or don’t have environmental qualifications, I was initially interested in the CAP 
as I am keen to see balance obtained around sustainable food production. During the drought I became 
quite emotionally attached to the plight of our natural resource. I also was inspired by the work of Henry 
Jones to contribute what I can to the health of the system.  

I live, and run a business in this region –so have linkages across the region, particularly around the Strath 
and Langhorne Creek districts. My time on the NRM Board has given me the privilege of getting to know so 
many wonderful people from the region…I couldn’t imagine living anywhere else.  

Every CAP meeting is a learning experience for me. I watch and am inspired each month by my colleagues 
on the CAP – so many of them are just incredible ambassadors for the region, and for their community. I 
suppose personally I have learnt to listen since being on the CAP. It’s the only place I listen more than I 
talk!! 

Members of the public can approach me about ANY issues in the region anytime, of course. I am only as 
good a member, as the information I have available to me. I would welcome people contacting me around 
their issues, or for any iformation.  

Due to my work in community engagement, and on the NRM Board I am quite well networked, and 
connected to state and national decision makers. So I’m interested in anything that my community is 
energised by. I also chair the River Murray Advisory Committee for the NRM Board – so am interested in 
ensuring the CLLMM region is connected and represented adequately in upstream issues.  

About half of our meeting time is taken up with members issues – so I would welcome the opportunity to 
take these issues back to the CAP.  

The CAP have become an incredible asset to both the state and federal governments – as we have 
representation that is broad and encompassing of the variety of issue for consideration. I really enjoy our 
meetings – apart from the banter, we have matured into a group that is functional, decisive and firm when 
required. We are also now beginning to determine direction of the longer term plan – we are keen to 
ensure that this significant investment leaves a legacy not only now, but for our children's’ children.  

Email: Emily@talinga.com.au or on 0427 834062. We also have  FarmStore at Talinga Grove open daily from 
10-4pm – I am not always there but anyone is welcome to drop in. 

mailto:Emily@talinga.com.au
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Free Seminars/ 
Forums 

10th September 3pm- Late Holocene archaeology in the 
Lower Murray: A critical Indigenous approach to 
interpreting Ngarrindjeri Ruwe (land, body, spirit) 
Archaeology PhD student and Yunggorendi senior lecturer, 
Mr Chris Wilson. 

20th September 3pm- An Indigenous Researcher’s 
Experience of the Academy: Geography and beyond Dr 
Jillian K Marsh, Adnyamathanha research consultant.  
Flinders University, Lecture Theatre 1.09, Health Sciences, 
Bedford Park  Details & registration: www.flinders.edu.au  
 

The Ranges to River NRM Group of the 
SAMDBNRM Board Invites you to: 
“Join the conversation about NRM and hear 
about keeping your soils healthy” 
On Tuesday 17th September 2013 at Emmanuel 
Community Centre 30 East Terrace Strathalbyn 
10am “keeping the Soils alive” presentation by Rebecca Tonkin-
PIRSA 
11.15-12.15 Join the Conversation about NRM-put forward your 
priorities for the region 
1pm Ranges to River NRM Group meeting 

RSVP by 11 September 
Debbie.wilkinson@sa.gov.au 8532 9113 

http://www.flinders.edu.au/events/show/event/yunggorendi-seminar-an-indigenous-researcher-s-experience-of-the-academy-geography-and-beyond
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River Murray – Weekly  Flow Advice 
For weekly flow / level reports on the River Murray and Lakes go to the 

following website: www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au  

 
Up‐to‐date River Murray flow and water level information can be 
accessed at the Department for Water, SA Water and Murray‐Darling 
Basin Authority websites: Water Connect, 
Daily Flow Report, River Murray Storage Data 
 
Details of river height and rainfall information in the River Murray 
within Victoria and New South Wales are available at the Bureau of 
Meteorology website: 
http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood 
 
Information on the discharge of acid drainage water into the Lower 
River Murray can be accessed online at: www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au 
 
For the latest River Murray Flow Report and Water Resources Update - 
16th November 2012 visit: http://www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au 

On the Level 

Some electrical conductivity ranges 

Water type 
Electrical conductivity 

(µS/cm) 

Deionised water 0.5-3 

Pure rainwater <15 

Freshwater rivers 0 - 800 

Marginal river wa-

ter 
800 - 1600 

Brackish water 1600 - 4800 

Saline water > 4800 

Seawater 51 500 

Industrial waters 100 - 10000 

Source: Suttar S., 

Ribbons of Blue 

Handbook. 

Scitech, Victoria, 

1990. 

Data received from: www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au/RMWD/Pages/default.aspx  
Please note: salinity levels in the Goolwa Channel can be influenced by tidal ingress. 

http://www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au
http://bit.ly/OJWstQ
http://bit.ly/OJWzFT
http://bit.ly/OJWNwP
http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood
http://www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au
https://www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au/RMWD/Pages/default.aspx


 

Page 8 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  for more info contact the Lakes Hub 
If you have any relevant community event or courses that you would like added to the Calendar of Events please contact the Lakes Hub. 

Disclaimer 

All the links and articles in this Bulletin are provided as a courtesy to recipients. While I try and keep these links and articles as up-to-date as possible, I can't 
guarantee their accuracy, adequacy, timeliness, or completeness. 
In addition, the existence of a link to another site or resource does not constitute a recommendation or endorsement of that site or resource. The Lakes Hub 
does not accept responsibility or liability for any information at any of the sites linked to from this Bulletin. 
If you feel a link description, site, piece of advice or anything else mentioned here is inappropriate, do let me know and I will endeavour to correct it where 
necessary. 

 September 2013 

1 September is National Biodiversity month! www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/month.html 
1st September is National Wattle Day www.wattleday.asn.au 

2 Eco-wise Action course Tuesdays 1.30-4.30pm ‘Conserving Water’ Ace Space MOSHCC ph 8537 0687 

3  

4 National Walk to Work Day www.walk.com.au 

5 Friends of Meningie Meeting 4pm Lakes Hub Meningie 8575 1830 
Opal & NRM Ed Free PD session Sustainable School Gardens Mypolonga Primary School  ph 8532 9134 
Snake Awareness 7pm Willunga Environment Centre ph 8556 4188 

6  

7 Threatened Species Day (commemorating the death of the last Tasmanian tiger at Hobart Zoo in 1936) 
Intro to Bird Watching and Monitoring 9-3 John Gitsham Strathalbyn NRC book 8580 1830 danielle.packer@sa.gov.au 

Rodwell Creek Native Fish Monitoring 9am contact sherie.bain@gwlap.org.au ph 0419 883 101 
8 National Bilby Day www.savethebilbyfund.com 

9  

10 Eco-wise Action course Tuesdays 1.30-4.30pm ‘Smart Shopping & Waste’ Ace Space MOSHCC ph 8537 0687 
Yunggorrendi First Nations Centre Seminar 3pm Flinders Uni ph 8201 2951 

11  

12 Local Native Orchid Scrubland Walk 10am Meningie Hub ph 8575 1830 meningie@lakeshub.com 
Angas River Catchment Group AGM 7.30pm Strath NRC RSVP Liz Schofiled 0427 802 138 liz.schofield@gwlap.org.au 
Intro to Bird Watching and Monitoring 9-3 John Gitsham Murray Bridge book 8580 1830 danielle.packer@sa.gov.au 

13  

14  

15  

16  

17 Eco-wise Action course Final session ALL WELCOME 1.30-4.30pm Ace Space MOSHCC ph 8537 0687 
Ranges to River NRM meeting & ‘Keeping Your Soil Healthy’ 10am ph 8532 9113 debbie.wilkinson@sa.gov.au  

18 Weed & Vermin Forum Meningie Golf Club 2pm ph 8578 1493 

19  

20 Yunggorrendi First Nations Centre Seminar 3pm Flinders Uni www.flinders.edu.au/events 

21  

22  

23  

24 Neville Bonney ‘Knowing, Growing & Eating Edible Native Food Plants’ 7.15pm ph 8390 1891 

25  

26  

27  

28  

29  

30  

mailto:info@lakeshub.com
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/month.html
http://www.wattleday.asn.au/
http://www.walk.com.au/wtw/page.asp
http://www.savethebilbyfund.com/
http://www.flinders.edu.au/events/show/event/yunggorendi-seminar-an-indigenous-researcher-s-experience-of-the-academy-geography-and-beyond

