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Communiqué 

 

Commonwealth Representatives attend the CAP 

 

Representatives from the Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and 

Communities (DSEWPaC) in Canberra attended the April meeting of the CAP as part of a 

broader CLLMM regional tour with DEWNR staff. 

 

The Commonwealth acknowledged the CAP members and reiterated the importance of their 

role in bringing the community voice to the table and being actively involved in the decision 

making processes for both CLLMM and TLM projects. They answered questions from CAP 

members on CLLMM funding breakdown and future funding opportunities for the region and 

showed great interest in the Community Resilience discussion to take place in the latter part 

of the agenda.  

 

Lake Albert Scoping Study – Neil Shillabeer and Clem Mason 

 

Neil advised that the scoping study is progressing well with the Community Reference Group 

meeting on a regular basis to ensure the project continues to move forward. 

 

A community engagement study is being undertaken with a marketing company called 

Square Holes and members of the community will be interviewed in the near future. SKM 

engineers have also been engaged and will be looking at proposed sites and engineering 

solutions that can be included in the current proposals. A first draft from BMT WBM has been 

received on the preliminary investigations on the modelling for the site which includes the 

dredging of the Narrows, permanent structure and connector at the bottom end of Lake 

Albert, Causeway removal and water level manipulation. 

 

Clem advised that the exchange of waters between the two lakes is not as effective as it 

once was and hopes that the study will consider the impacts of the causeway on water 

exchange through the Narrows. 
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Currency Creek Regulator removal and Fishways – John Howard 

 

John advised that activity on the Currency Regulator removal has commenced with Maritime 

Constructions awarded site possession on 22 March 2013. The dredge to undertake the 

work was escorted by police to Hindmarsh Island on the 10 April 2013 and will be moved into 

the channel for a period of 3 months. John also advised that the work is a 12-16 week 

process and is expected to be completed at the end of June subject to unforeseen 

circumstances or adverse weather conditions. There is an existing boating exclusion zone as 

the dredge will be in the channel so for the safety of boat users and operators, restrictions 

will be enforced. 

 

John also advised that the designs and locations of six fishways on the barrages have been 

finalised. The work is a collaborative effort with experts from the Sea to Hume fishways 

project, MDBA, SARDI and SA Water. SA Water has advised that their construction time in 

November-April, however due to water levels it could be in February-April. 

 

Environmental Water Priorities – Adrienne Frears 

 

Adrienne advised that a further 150GL has been secured for the CLLMM site to ensure 

barrage releases continue until the end of the year. CAP members recommended continued 

trickle flows, targeting releases through Tauwitchere barrage to promote salinity reductions in 

the South Lagoon. 

 

She advised that the environmental water priorities for 2013/14 have been undertaken by 

DEWNR with consultation across the community including CLLMM and upstream for the 

Annual E-Water Plan. She advised that the broad priorities include fluctuation of water levels 

seasonally, water for barrage releases through spring and summer, water to continue 

fishway releases throughout the year and water for an autumn lake level ‘cycle’ for Lake 

Albert salinity reduction. 

 

The Living Murray – Adrienne Frears and Kirsty Wedge 

 

An interpretative trail is being developed by the MDBA and TLM across the Icon Sites in the 

Murray Darling Basin. Kirsty asked the CAP members for their input in determining the 12 

panels for signage down at the Goolwa Barrages picnic area. Kirsty said that the initial ideas 

for the interpretative signage includes barrage history, CLLMM Program, TLM Program, 

community engagement, Ngarrindjeri history, salinity, fishways, flora and fauna and e-water 

delivery. 

 

Adrienne also advised that a Caring for Country application for wetlands works has been 

submitted. 
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Other Business 

 

Trevor Harden raised his concerns around the Aleppo Pine removal currently being 

undertaken by the Alexandrina Council with funding through the CLLMM Program. He wants 

the relevant facts be made available to the community. Trevor strongly indicated to CAP 

members that the information is misleading and he would like to see all the facts represented 

prior to work being undertaken on Hindmarsh Island. 

 

Anne Hartnett raised her concerns around lakeshore erosion caused by high water levels. 

She advised the CAP that she has been speaking with the Goolwa to Wellington LAP and 

will present at the next CAP meeting. 

 

Gemma Cunningham advised CAP members that there are two vacancies for CAP 

membership. Gemma asked the CAP how they would like to fill those positions and it was 

agreed that an Expression of Interest would be advertised in the near future. It was also 

agreed that the CAP would review the applications at the next meeting using a rigorous and 

transparent selection processes. 

 

The next meeting will be held on the 13 June 2013. 
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