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Lakes Hub contacts 

 
Milang Office  
phone  08 8537 0808 
Email  
info@lakeshub.com 
 
Meningie Office 
phone 08 8575 1830 
Email  
meningie@lakeshub.com 
  

Web  www.lakeshub.com   
 
Amelia Graham 

Lakes Hub Coordinator  

Andrew Dawes 

Lakes Hub – Info. & Admin. Officer 

Meningie 

Jo McPhee 

Lakes Hub - Community Nursery  

Network Coordinator  

Robbyne Barrett 

Lakes Hub Office Admin assistant  

(part time) Meningie 

Stuart Jones 

Lakes Hub Bulletin & ICT 

 

GWLAP office 8537 0807 

Web www.gwlap.org.au 
 

Will Miles 

GWLAP - Project Officer Coordinator  

Regina Durbridge 

GWLAP - Monitoring & Evaluation 

Project Officer  

Aaron Cheesman 

GWLAP - Revegetation Planner/

Coordinator  -shared position 

Leah Sullivan 

GWLAP - Revegetation Planner/

Coordinator  -shared position 

Kerri Bartley 

GWLAP - Lower Lakes and Coorong  

Community Revegetation Program 

Project Officer  

Ken Strother 

GWLAP - Revegetation Project Officer 

Meningie 

Samantha Blight 
CTLAP - Implementation Officer 
Meningie 0447 900001 
 

The Lakes Hub is an initiative of the Milang and District Community Association Inc. and is part of the South Australian Government's Murray Futures program, funded by the Australian Government's Water for the Future initiative. 

Biodiversity In A Changing Climate 

On May 16th 2012 the CLLMM Program hosted a tour of the Region for the House of 
Representatives Standing Committee on Climate Change, Biodiversity, Environment and 
the Arts. The Committee have now released a report of its inquiry into Australia's 
biodiversity in a changing climate. Their visit to this region has been incorporated as a 
case study in the report and is very complimentary of the Program and the work being 
undertaken. 

Here are some excerpts from chapter 3 illustrating the Committee's findings: 

“The economic, social and cultural values in the CLLMM region depend on a healthy and 
functioning wetland environment. In addition to enhancing ecological resilience, as 
discussed above, the Committee heard about the importance of building the resilience of 
local human communities. In the CLLMM region, initiatives have improved 
communication and collaboration between government and the local community, built 
environmental management capacity, and encouraged citizen science”. 

“The Committee considers the Lakes Hubs a model for a successful cooperative 
arrangement between government and the local community on issues of biodiversity 
conservation, delivering ecological outcomes while improving community resilience to 
future changes in the region”. 
  

The Full Report is available on the web: 

http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/
House_of_Representatives_Committees?url=ccea/ccbio/secondinterimreports.htm 

The weekly links… 

Goolwa to Wellington LAP New Facebook Page 

The Goolwa to Wellington LAP has recently launched a new Facebook page which is full 

of information about the Goolwa to Wellington LAP and the local area. Check it out : 

www.facebook.com/goolwatowellingtonlap 

  

Have Your Say on the National Parks and Wildlife Act Amendments 

The National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972 is being amended to introduce a new reserve 
category system for South Australia. The amendments include: 
 modernising the reserve categories by establishing a clearly-defined system of 

reserve categories 
 including overarching objects for the reserve system and its management 
 providing clarity on which reserve categories provide for mining access and other 

extractive resource uses 
Community Consultation closes 21st December 2012, follow this link to find out more: 
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/haveyoursay/npwactamendments 

mailto:info@lakeshub.com
mailto:meningie@lakeshub.com
http://www.lakeshub.com
http://www.gwlap.org.au/
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/House_of_Representatives_Committees?url=ccea/ccbio/secondinterimreports.htm
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/House_of_Representatives_Committees?url=ccea/ccbio/secondinterimreports.htm
http://www.facebook.com/goolwatowellingtonlap
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/haveyoursay/npwactamendments
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Letters to the editor 

Re Naturelinks Website. 

Just to let all the readers of the Hub Bulletin know, I have put in a proposal to the CLLMM team, part of DEWNR,  to 

have the biodiversity plantings which are happening around the Lakes incorporated into the River Murray – South 

East Naturelink. (This is one of 5 Naturelinks in the State, the others are Aridlands Naturelink, Cape Borda to 

Barossa Naturelink, Flinders-Olary Naturelink and East meets West Naturelink). This proposal is being very 

favourably considered, for our plantings sit right in the heart of the RM/SE Naturelink. It means our plantings will 

become part of a much bigger project, stretching right across the state. 

In conjunction with this there will be a competition run to give these plantings a meaningful name.  more of this 

when details have been finalised. 

Anne Hartnett 

Goolwa to Wellington LAP wins Prestigious Environment and Sustainability 

Award.  

Last Friday night the Goolwa to Wellington Local Action 

Planning (LAP) Association Inc. won the prestigious Fivestar 

Print Environment and Sustainability Award in the 2012 

South Australian Community Achievement Awards. The 

Goolwa to Wellington LAP won the Award in a strong field 

of nominees and was one of ten category winners 

announced at the awards presentation dinner held at the 

Stamford Grand Adelaide. 

More than 350 guests including Premier Jay Weatherill 

attended the Gala event which paid tribute to many of 

South Australia’s outstanding community contributors. 

The Fivestar Print Environment and Sustainability Award 

acknowledges proven passion and dedication to improving 

the South Australian environment. It seeks to reward 

individuals or groups who work to overcome the challenges facing our natural world and to overcome the barriers 

to change that are usually encountered. 

Harry Seager (Goolwa to Wellington LAP Board Chair), Goolwa to Wellington LAP Staff representatives, and myself 

were presented with the Award by Trevor Bailey, Sales Executive, Fivestar Print. Winners were all presented with a 

$2,000 Everyday Account from the Commonwealth Bank and a trophy in recognition of their achievements. 

In our acceptance speech, I thanked the Goolwa to Wellington LAP Board, Staff, Funding Partners, Volunteers and 

Supporters for their hard work and dedication to improving environmental sustainability in the Goolwa to 

Wellington LAP area. I said on the night and firmly believe that it was the support of a strong community that has 

made the Goolwa to Wellington Local Action Planning Association such a successful organisation. 

I would like to again thank all of you for your ongoing support, enthusiasm and commitment. 

Tony Randall 

Programs Manager, Goolwa to Wellington Local Action Planning Association Inc 

From left Kerri Bartley, John Gitsham, Harry Seager, Tony Randall, Ben Simon 

and Jacqui Wilson accepting the award at the Stamford Grand, Adelaide. 
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Fishing Guides 

The Conservation Council SA Reef Watch program has launched some new ID kits to help fishing enthusiasts 

identify native and introduced species. The program called “Feral or in Peril” is building an early warning network of 

recreational divers, anglers and boaters to help keep track of introduced marine pests that are a potential threat to 

the marine ecosystems as well as local species that may be in danger of disappearing.  Click here for more 

information: 

http://www.conservationsa.org.au/feral-or-in-peril.html 

 

Survey of waterbird communities of the Living Murray icon sites - Nov 2011 

The Australian Wetlands and Rivers Centre, University of New South Wales 
Report to the Murray Darling Basin Authority is available online. The University 
of NSW undertake annual aerial waterbird surveys of The Living Murray (TLM) 
Icon sites (Barmah-Millewa Forest; Gunbower-Koondrook-Perricoota Forest; 
Hattah Lakes, Chowilla Floodplain and Lindsay-Wallpolla Islands; Lower Lakes, 
Coorong and Murray Mouth; River Murray Channel). The report shows annual 
comparisons of waterbird abundance and species richness between 2007 and 
2011 as well as relative abundance of different functional groups of birds in 
different areas (i.e. wading birds, shorebirds, piscivores, herbivores and ducks). 

One of the Summary Points in the report: 

“There were 197,792 waterbirds estimated across the Murray icon sites. This 
was the third highest in the five years of the survey (2007-2011). There were 
breeding colonies of straw-necked ibis, Australian pelicans and pied 
cormorants concentrated in the Lower Lakes, Coorong and Murray Mouth icon 
site. There were also Australian white ibis breeding in Chowilla-Lindsay-
Walpolla wetland. The Lower Lakes, Coorong and Murray Mouth icon site once 
again had the highest abundance of waterbirds and a high proportion (84% of all waterbirds across icon sites) with 
a mean total of about 167,000 waterbirds, comprising 44 species.” 

The full report is available at:  

http://www.mdba.gov.au/programs/tlm/programs_to_deliver/environmental_monitoring 

 

Kumuwuki Conference Audio now online - Country Arts SA 

Audio recordings of keynotes and panels are now available online through the Kumuwuki / Big Wave website 

Video of keynotes is coming soon. 

To listen to audio: 

1. go to www.kumuwuki.org.au 

2. Click on 'sessions' in the left menu 

3. Find the panel or plenary session you want to listen to (either search for title, presenter or keyword) or scroll 

down the schedule 

4. Click 'read full summary' 

5. Scroll down to E Archive 

6. Click on the play icon (sideways triangle) under the presentation title 

http://www.conservationsa.org.au/feral-or-in-peril.html
http://www.mdba.gov.au/programs/tlm/programs_to_deliver/environmental_monitoring
http://www.kumuwuki.org.au/
http://www.mdba.gov.au/programs/tlm/programs_to_deliver/environmental_monitoring
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Murray Futures CLLMM soil and water monitoring  

Soil and water quality monitoring will continue to be an important focus for the Coorong, Lower Lakes and Murray 

Mouth (CLLMM) Program next year. 

This will include water quality monitoring (pH, alkalinity, salinity, dissolved oxygen, turbidity, nutrients, algae and 

benthic ecology) undertaken by South Australia’s Environment Protection Authority (EPA), groundwater monitoring 

also undertaken by the EPA, and soil monitoring. 

The monitoring aims to assess the water quality impacts associated with the previous drying and the rewetting of 

lake sediment, provide an early warning of any adverse water quality changes, provide data for water quality 

scenario reporting, assess long-term changes to benthic ecology, provide information for long-term planning, and 

assess how lake sediment is recovering following the drought. 

Recent water quality results have indicated that: 

 overall water quality in Lake Alexandrina has stabilised following lake refill and consistent long-term flows - 

the composition in Lake Alexandrina is consistent with river inflow quality and composition 

  salinity in Lake Albert is between 1,400 to 3,500 EC with continued improvement, but still well above 

average pre-drought levels of less than 1,600 EC 

 groundwater quality in monitored sites is showing continued signs of improvement at all previously acidified 

sites - monitoring has indicated that although pH is increasing and acidity decreasing, there are still significant 

acidity stores in the shallow groundwater under previously exposed areas of the lakes. 

For the latest water quality information visit the EPA website: http://www.epa.sa.gov.au/environmental_info/

water_quality/lower_lakes_monitoring  

Soil monitoring (acid sulfate soils) has indicated that following inundation the neutralisation rate (to pH > 4) of 

acidic soil is highly variable. 

In some areas of the Lower Lakes, sulfuric (pH < 4) conditions prevailed for only up to five months, whereas other 

areas have remained sulfuric since the lakes refilled (for more than 16 months). The acidification hazard remains 

high in many parts of the lakes; consequently if water levels were to decline below sea level, these soils would be 

exposed to oxygen and would likely to become acidic once again. 

This would cause a serious risk to the water quality of the Lower Lakes upon rewetting. 

 

 

2012-13 CLLMM soil and water monitoring locations 

http://www.epa.sa.gov.au/environmental_info/water_quality/lower_lakes_monitoring
http://www.epa.sa.gov.au/environmental_info/water_quality/lower_lakes_monitoring
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River Murray – Weekly  Flow 

Advice     
For weekly flow / level reports on the River Murray 
and Lakes go to the following website: 

www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au  

 
Up‐to‐date River Murray flow and water level 
information can be accessed at the Department for 
Water, SA Water and Murray‐Darling Basin Authority 
websites: Water Connect, 
Daily Flow Report, River Murray Storage Data 
 
Details of river height and rainfall information in the 
River Murray within Victoria and New South Wales 
are available at the Bureau of Meteorology website: 
http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood 
 
Information on the discharge of acid drainage water 
into the Lower River Murray can be accessed online 
at: www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au 
 
For the latest River Murray Flow Report and Water 
Resources Update - 16th November 2012 visit: 
http://www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au 

Daily Recordings – River Murray Data 

Data received from: 

https://www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au/RMWD/

Pages/default.aspx  

On the Level 

Some electrical conductivity ranges 

Water type 
Electrical conductivity 

(µS/cm) 

Deionised water 0.5-3 

Pure rainwater <15 

Freshwater rivers 0 - 800 

Marginal river water 800 - 1600 

Brackish water 1600 - 4800 

Saline water > 4800 

Seawater 51 500 

Industrial waters 100 - 10000 

Source: Suttar S., 

Ribbons of Blue 

Handbook. Scitech, 

Victoria, 1990. 

DATE 3rd Dec - 7th Dec  

    

DATE SITE WATER LEVEL (AHD) SALT (EC) 

3-Dec 

GOOLWA  

0.682 554 

4-Dec 0.612 641 

5-Dec 0.595 871 

6-Dec 0.822 782 

7-Dec 0.827 726 

  AVERAGE 0.708 715 

DATE SITE WATER LEVEL ( AHD) SALT (EC) 

3-Dec 

MILANG 
JETTY  

0.731 382 

4-Dec 0.689 379 

5-Dec 0.732 400 

6-Dec 0.796 432 

7-Dec 0.769 467 

  AVERAGE 0.743 412 

DATE SITE WATER LEVEL (AHD) SALT (EC) 

3-Dec 

RAUKKAN 
OFFSHORE  

0.738 363 

4-Dec 0.715 375 

5-Dec 0.741 369 

6-Dec 0.757 359 

7-Dec 0.756 369 

  AVERAGE 0.741 367 

DATE SITE WATER LEVEL (AHD) SALT (EC) 

3-Dec 

MENINGIE 
JETTY  

0.782 2953 

4-Dec 0.743 2928 

5-Dec 0.737 3226 

6-Dec 0.760 3293 

7-Dec 0.766 3331 

  AVERAGE 0.758 3146 

DATE SITE WATER LEVEL (AHD) SALT (EC) 

3-Dec 

NORTH 
WARRENGIE 
POINT LAKE 

ALBERT 

0.762 3389 

4-Dec 0.696 3533 

5-Dec 0.723 3485 

6-Dec 0.798 3501 

7-Dec 0.795 3380 

  AVERAGE 0.755 3458 

http://www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au
http://bit.ly/OJWstQ
http://bit.ly/OJWzFT
http://bit.ly/OJWNwP
http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood
http://www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au
https://www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au/RMWD/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au/RMWD/Pages/default.aspx
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS  for more info contact the Lakes Hub 
If you have any relevant community event or courses that you would like added to the Calendar of Events please contact the Lakes Hub. 

Disclaimer 

All the links and articles in this Bulletin are provided as a courtesy to recipients. While I try and keep these links and articles as up-to-date as possible, I can't 
guarantee their accuracy, adequacy, timeliness, or completeness. 
In addition, the existence of a link to another site or resource does not constitute a recommendation or endorsement of that site or resource. The Lakes Hub 
does not accept responsibility or liability for any information at any of the sites linked to from this Bulletin. 
If you feel a link description, site, piece of advice or anything else mentioned here is inappropriate, do let me know and I will endeavour to correct it where 
necessary. 

December 2012 

10 Last day to enter the Milang Christmas Lights Competition reception@moshcc.com.au 

11  

12  

13 Phytophthora Free Seminar Milang Institute 10am - 12noon Ph 8537 0808 - places available BOOK NOW 
Guided Biodiversity Bushwalk Cleland Wildlife Park 9.30am 8278 0600 

14 Strathalbyn NRC Christmas Party 5-8pm RSVP 8536 5617 or 8536 5616 Strath Christmas Parade 6.30pm 

15 Woody Weed Control Field Day Adelaide & Mt Lofty Ranges NRM 8550 3410 Jacqui.best@sa.gov.au 

16 Milang Town Christmas Party 

17  

18  

19 Talking Heads Lake Albert Meningie Hub 2-5pm 8575 1830 

20  

21  

22  

23  

24 Lakes Hub Closed - will reopen Wednesday 2nd January 2013 

25 Christmas Day 

26  

27  

28  

29  

30  

31 New Years Eve 

2013 Diary Dates 

Saturday 5th January National Bird Day 

Sunday 27th January Milang - Goolwa Freshwater Classic 

Friday 1st February World Wetland Day Science Forum Goolwa venue TBA 

Saturday 2nd February World Wetland Day Family Fun Day 

9-24 February Sustainable Living Festival 

mailto:info@lakeshub.com

