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Lakes Hub contacts 

 
Milang Office  
phone  08 8537 0808 
Email  
info@lakeshub.com 
 
Meningie Office 
phone 08 8575 1830 
Email  
meningie@lakeshub.com 
   
Web  www.lakeshub.com   
 
Amelia Graham 

Lakes Hub Coordinator  

Andrew Dawes 

Lakes Hub – Info. & Admin. Officer 

Meningie 

Jo McPhee 

Lakes Hub—Community Nursery  

Network Coordinator  

Robbyne Barrett 

Lakes Hub Office Admin assistant  

(part time) Meningie 

Stuart Jones 

Lakes Hub Bulletin & ICT 

 

Will Miles 

GWLAP—Project Officer Coordinator   

Regina Durbridge 

GWLAP—Monitoring & Evaluation 

Project Officer  

Aaron Cheesman 

GWLAP—Revegetation Planner/

Coordinator  -shared position 

Leah Sullivan 

GWLAP—Revegetation Planner/

Coordinator  -shared position 

Kerri Bartley 

GWLAP—Lower Lakes and Coorong  

Community Revegetation Program 

Project Officer  

Ken Strother 

GWLAP—Revegetation Project Officer 

Meningie 

 

 

 

The Lakes Hub is an initiative of the Milang and District Community Association Inc. and is part of the South Australian Government's Murray Futures program, funded by the Australian Government's Water for the Future initiative. 

Events and their follow-ups 

Lots of events coming up, from the Raukkan Yuntu-Walun Festival, the Sustainable 

Design Workshops being held in Milang, the Community Meeting regarding Arts, 

Farmgate and Music Projects as well as our regular Talking Heads session next month 

(which is going to be about the deadly Phytophthora, an invisible soil borne organism 

which causes root rot.) See more about these event in this bumper edition! 

A great report from our Executive Officer, Karyn Bradford who has been on an epic 

Learning Journey over the last month or so. 

And most importantly a contact number we all need, local Snake Catcher Wendy, who I 

almost called on the weekend, after the Dog alerted us to something slithering under 

the piano! My hesitant exploration from afar with a torch revealed a Blue Tongue Lizard. 

Phew! It could have easily been something else... 

Stay alert, and have a great week, 

Stuart Jones. 

From the EO’s Desk - My Reflections & Learning 

I have had a wonderful month of learning, attending two forums 

and a conference. What was especially interesting to me were the 

recurrent themes of ‘Resilient Communities,’ Environmental 

Sustainability’ and ‘Models for the Future’. Even more exciting was 

meeting up with local people from the Coorong, Lower Lakes and 

Murray Mouth (CLLMM) region who were attending and presenting at the events. 

Please check out my report and reflections by clicking here. 

Read about the Raukkan Yuntuwarrun Learning Centre, Artists who have been reflecting 

on our environment and Cultural Leadership. As part of the Kumuwuki Arts Conference a 

collaboration between Change Media and Ngarrindjeri young people has resulted in a 

fantastic video production "Surfing on Country" which provides plenty of food for 

thought. 

You can view the video here http://www.changemedia.net.au/home/projects/latest/ 

Cheers, Karyn Bradford 

Snake Catcher 

Snakes, by their nature, usually steer clear of humans but at this time of year when they 

are particularly active, and there is plenty of food around they do find themselves in 

spots we’d rather they weren’t… 

Never fear, our good friend Wendy Conaghty is an experienced Snake Catcher, and can 

relocate your snake! You can contact her on 0402 044 692 

mailto:info@lakeshub.com
mailto:meningie@lakeshub.com
http://www.lakeshub.com
http://bit.ly/RO9ivV
http://www.changemedia.net.au/home/projects/latest/
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Community Stream Monitoring 

The SA Murray Darling Basin Natural Resources Management Board have an ongoing Community Stream 

Monitoring program. Accredited training aimed to support the Community Stream Sampling Program is 

running this month! 

 If you are interested in accredited training at McCormick Centre, Renmark on Tuesday 20th November 

2012 or at Monarto Zoo on Wedesday, 21st November 2012 from 9.30 am to 4.00 pm 

There is limited place left at both workshops to be quick. 

For further information please contact Greg Lundstrom 

Senior Project Officer - Community Monitoring / Climate & Energy 

Natural Resources, SA Murray-Darling Basin 

Department of Environment, Water and Natural Resources 

Phone (08) 8536 5622 or Email greg.lundstrom@sa.gov.au 

 

This week in the News … 

Chris completes mighty journey (The Guardian) 9 Nov 2012 

EIGHTEEN year old Chris Hayward has become the youngest person to kayak the length of the Murray River. 

The amateur adventurer reached Goolwa in South Australia on Monday, the last stop in a carbon-neutral 

expedition which spanned more than 2,600 kilometres. 

The journey's end didn't come easy — a bout of gastro landed Chris in hospital with only six kilometres to go, after 

capsizing his sea kayak on Lake Alexandrina about 500m from the SA coast. 

Community Meeting: Arts, Farmgate & Music 

There are some fantastic opportunities for our regional community to become involved in a variety of community 

arts projects over the next couple of years and we would love you all to be a part of it.   

The Milang Old School House Community Centre is hosting a Community Get Together on Monday 19th November 

from 6 pm to discover: 

 If there is community support to run the Alexandrina Farmgate Festival again in 2014 
 Who would like to participate in, partner with or sponsor the Farmgate Festival. (Artists, Farmers, Residents, 

Businesses, Volunteers, Schools, Community Organisations, young people… everyone is welcome) 
 Who would like to be involved in  Community Music Making as part of the Change and Adaptation Project 

with artist Robert Petchell. Maybe it is now time to get Murray the Musical off the ground or perhaps you 
have other musical ideas… We promise that no idea is too wacky or out there to be considered. 

 Who would like to be a part of the One River Community Arts project being planned by Gaynor Hartvigsen, 
John Bradford and Liz Yelland. This creative team are putting forward an expression of interest for this 
Centenary of Canberra program. 

 What you love about this region and how can we use the Arts and our ingenuity and innovation to support 
community development, economic growth and a better understanding of our unique environment and 
culture. 

 
We'll kick off the evening with Farmgate at 6 pm and then move onto the Change and Adaptation project around 7 

pm.  Light refreshments will be served. 

Please let us know if you will be coming along by emailing reception@moshcc.com.au or phoning 8537 0687. 

http://bit.ly/RObNhR
mailto:reception@moshcc.com.au
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Talking Heads Report - Native Orchids 

At the Meningie Lakes Hub a successful talk designed to educate interested people in the whereabouts and care of 

local native plants was held on Tuesday 30th October at 10 am. The seminar was an initiative of the Lakes Hub and 

was attended by 12 local people. We were very fortunate to have the knowledge of Mr. Ian Qualmann who is the 

NRM authorised pest and plant project officer, Mr. Ken Strother Re-veg Project Officer Coorong Local Action Plan 

(LAP) as well as Sam Bligh from Coorong-Tatiara LAP 

Our presenters had an enormous amount of knowledge and information on local native orchids and other flora and 

ably guided us on a field trip in the scrubland area near the gun club in Meningie. Despite being perhaps a little late 

in the season for sighting the native orchids in full flower we certainly sourced the remnants of them and were 

educated in their life cycle and where to find them in the future. 

Even though it was a hot morning we were shown a large collection of native grasses 

and other plants and were given interesting insights into the native fauna that live 

there. A proposed walking trail is happening in this area and the Local Lions club are 

presently clearing the rubbish to help with the trail. In the future informative signage 

will be posted along the walk to help with identifying the local flora and fauna. 

All in all was a very informative and educational morning, well worth devising another 

such event next year but maybe a little earlier to catch the orchids in bloom. 

Article by Robynne Barratt and photos by Regina Durbridge 

Frog Chytrid Fungus testing near Pelican Lagoon 

Last week Frog Chytrid Fungus testing was carried out near Pelican Lagoon on 

the Pomanda Island Causeway to see if the fungus is present within the frog 

populations near the lagoon due to the presence of the listed species 

“Southern Bell Frog – Litoria raniformis” in the area. 

Chytridiomycosis is a fatal disease of amphibians and is caused by the chytrid 

fungus Batrachochytrium dendrobatidis. This fungus attacks the parts of a 

frog's skin that have keratin in them. Since frogs use their skin in respiration, 

this makes it difficult for the frog to breathe. The fungus also damages the nervous system, affecting the frog's 

behaviour.  Chytrid fungus is the most harmful organism affecting amphibian populations globally and may be the 

cause of many amphibian extinctions and declines worldwide, including Australia, where the disease is listed 

nationally as a Key Threatening Process. Although chytrid occurs throughout Australia, its distribution in South 

Australia is poorly known.  By determining presence and distribution of chytrid in areas with sparse data currently 

available this study will allow the disease threat to be better managed; informing decisions on movements of frogs, 

quarantine, testing and treatment and helping to safeguard Australia’s native amphibians. 

The testing was organised and funded by the Signal Point Riverine Environment Group (SPREG) with Dr. Jerome 

Kalvas undertaking the sampling.  Jerome is a veterinarian for Zoos SA based at Monarto Zoological Park and is 

currently studying a Masters Degree in Veterinary Conservation Medicine and is undertaking a survey of the 

presence of the amphibian chytrid fungus in frog populations of the Adelaide bioregion of South Australia.  Testing 

for the presence of the fungus on the frogs is non-invasive and involves swabbing 60 frogs and/or tadpoles which 

are then released and the skin swab samples then being sent to the laboratory for analysis.   

Assistance was provided by Kate Mason (Natural Resources, SA Murray Darling 

Basin), Luke Price (DEWNR Biodiversity Conservation Unit) and SPREG 

members; Mandy Stewart, Stephen Stewart & Regina Durbridge. 

For more information on the Chytrid Fungus click here. 

Article and photos curtsey of: Dr. Jerome Kalvas & Regina Durbridge 

http://bit.ly/ROaGyE
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River Murray – Weekly  Flow 

Advice     
For weekly flow / level reports on the River Murray 
and Lakes go to the following website: 

www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au  

 
 
Up‐to‐date River Murray flow and water level 
information can be accessed at the Department for 
Water, SA Water and Murray‐Darling Basin Authority 
websites: Water Connect, 
Daily Flow Report, River Murray Storage Data 
 
 
Details of river height and rainfall information in the 
River Murray within Victoria and New South Wales 
are available at the Bureau of Meteorology website: 
http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood 
 
 
Information on the discharge of acid drainage water 
into the Lower River Murray can be accessed online 
at: www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au 

Daily Recordings –  

River Murray Data 

Data received from: 

https://www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au/RMWD/

Pages/default.aspx  

On the Level 

DATE 5th Nov - 9th Nov   

    

DATE SITE WATER LEVEL (AHD) SALT (EC) 

5-Nov  0.713 465 

6-Nov  0.748 472 

7-Nov GOOLWA 0.804 461 

8-Nov  0.710 483 

9-Nov  0.699 535 

  AVERAGE 0.735 483 

DATE SITE WATER LEVEL ( AHD) SALT (EC) 

5-Nov  0.715 311 

6-Nov  0.671 297 

7-Nov MILANG JETTY 0.744 289 

8-Nov  0.736 282 

9-Nov  0.761 290 

  AVERAGE 0.725 294 

DATE SITE WATER LEVEL (AHD) SALT (EC) 

5-Nov  0.716 438 

6-Nov  0.729 352 

7-Nov RAUKKAN OFFSHORE 0.735 328 

8-Nov  0.745 337 

9-Nov  0.744 399 

  AVERAGE 0.734 371 

DATE SITE WATER LEVEL (AHD) SALT (EC) 

5-Nov  0.721 3531 

6-Nov  0.811 3490 

7-Nov MENINGIE JETTY 0.769 3518 

8-Nov  0.777 3459 

9-Nov  0.755 3437 

  AVERAGE 0.767 3487 

DATE SITE WATER LEVEL (AHD) SALT (EC) 

5-Nov  0.801 3483 

6-Nov NORTH 0.813 3449 

7-Nov WARRENGIE 0.809 3466 

8-Nov POINT 0.788 3445 

9-Nov LAKE ALBERT 0.772 3307 

  AVERAGE 0.797 3430 

http://www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au
http://bit.ly/OJWstQ
http://bit.ly/OJWzFT
http://bit.ly/OJWNwP
http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood
http://www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au
https://www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au/RMWD/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.waterconnect.sa.gov.au/RMWD/Pages/default.aspx
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November 2012 

1 Bushfire Action Week 
2  

3  

4  

5  

6  

7  

8 Tolderol Frog Monitoring 8am ph 0427 364 551 or 8535 1432 

9 Tolderol Fish Monitoring 9am ph 0427 364 551 or 8535 1432 

Deadline for art & photography entries into Wetland Care Australia competition visit www.wetlandcare.com.au 
10  

11  

12 National Recycling Week 

13 Talking Heads Jody O’Connor CLLMM Bird Monitoring Milang Institute 1.00pm 8537 0808 

14  

15  

16   

17 Goolwa to Meningie Sailing Classic 

18  

19  

20 Sustainable Housing Workshop 7pm Willunga Environment Centre Ph 8556 4188 info@willungaenviro.org.au 

21 World Fisheries Day 

22  

23  

24 Raukkan Yunto—Walun Festival 

25  

26  

27  

28  

29  

30  

  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  for more info contact the Lakes Hub 
If you have any relevant community event or courses that you would like added to the Calendar of Events please contact the Lakes Hub. 

Disclaimer 

All the links and articles in this Bulletin are provided as a courtesy to recipients. While I try and keep these links and articles as up-to-date as possible, I can't 
guarantee their accuracy, adequacy, timeliness, or completeness. 
In addition, the existence of a link to another site or resource does not constitute a recommendation or endorsement of that site or resource. The Lakes Hub 
does not accept responsibility or liability for any information at any of the sites linked to from this Bulletin. 
If you feel a link description, site, piece of advice or anything else mentioned here is inappropriate, do let me know and I will endeavour to correct it where 
necessary. 

mailto:info@lakeshub.com

