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Propagation of 2013 species has started! 

Welcome to the twelfth edition of the Lower Lakes Community  
Nurseries Newsletter produced by the Lakes Hub. 

In this edition we would like to provide an update on our third season 
growing for the Coorong Lower Lakes & Murray Mouth Recovery  

    Project. 

Hindmarsh Island Landcare Group 
Finalists in the National Landcare Awards 

 

Members from the Hindmarsh Island Landcare Group recently 
attended the National Landcare Awards in Sydney and 

received a “Highly Commended” award in the Coast Care 
category. Jill Masters commented “we are really chuffed to be 

among the finalists in Australia (There are 6000 Landcare/
Coastcare groups in Australia & overseas).” Well done to the 

HILG team! 
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Propagation & Planting Update! 
This year the community nurseries have received a winter 
species list from the GWLAP for plants required for 2013. It 
is certainly great to get a head start on propagation as come 
September/October things will start to get hectic in the 
nurseries once again. Some of the winter species sown in 
July/August are already starting to germinate and some of 
the nurseries are trialling Hibbertia species from cuttings.  
The Melaleuca Nursery at Meningie is busy utilising the quiet 
period to set up a new hothouse and heat beds, along with 
refurbishing their seed germination area for protection from 
birds scratching around in the trays. The team at Melaleuca have also had a successful planting 
season and planted12,000 plants at two sites including the Meningie Foreshore.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The team at Raukkan are also in the process of expanding their nursery facilities to accommodate 
more plants and will increase the numbers they will be growing for the project from 10 to 20 
thousand.  
Their numbers of Lomandra and Gahnia species germinating at 
the moment are fantastic and as we have had difficulty 
reaching our target numbers of these species in the past it will 
be good to incorporate them into the 2013 plantings.  
 
The team at Raukkan also planted 23,967 plants on 7 different 
sites around Narrung and Lake Albert.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The species lists for the 2012/2013 propagating season were distributed in September and 
GWLAP Project Officer Kerri Bartley has been busy weighing seed for the nurseries since then.       
I am sure the nurseries are looking forward to another successful and busy season! 

Upgrading the germination area 

Raukkan planting crew 

Melaleuca team busy planting 

Great season for Gahnia! 
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Visit to State Herbarium & Seed Conservation Centre 

Jo McPhee arranged a tour of the State Herbarium & 

Seed Conservation Centre on Tuesday 18th Sept. Nursery 

managers, volunteers & GWLAP project  officers 

boarded a bus from Milang to make the trek to the 

Botanic Gardens. The first tour was of the Seed               

Conservation Centre which was very interesting and 

informative. Research Coordinator Phil Ainsley took the 

tour and talked about the objectives of the centre and 

how they are involved with the Millennium Seed Bank. 

By 2010 South Australia had met the objectives for the Millennium Seed Bank by submitting        

1 000 native plant species. If you would like to know more about the Millenium Seed Bank click 

on the following link: Key Millenium Seed Bank Partnership. He also told us that there are 3,500 

native plant species in SA and  1,500 weed species and that 1 in 4 of the native species are at risk 

of becoming endangered. Staff at the centre are usually out in the field for 6 months of the year 

locating plant populations and collecting seed while the other 6 months is spent in the lab 

conducting research. It was really interesting to look at all of the state of the art technology used 

to test seed viability and replicate climatic conditions from where the seed was collected.  

We then had lunch in the Botanic Gardens and in the afternoon toured the Herbarium with 

Weeds Botanist Chris Brodie. Chris explained the filing system used for their pressed specimens 

and showed us how to press and collate the data needed when submitting our own specimens to 

the herbarium for identification. We also looked at pressed specimens dating back to the 1830’s 

which was really interesting. Overall a great day was had by all and it was a good networking 

opportunity for nursery members, GWLAP staff and community.    

Looking at specimens in the Herbarium 

Chris explaining the pressing process 

Phil & the x-ray machine used to test seed 

viability 
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Strath High Student Visits Clayton & Milang Nurseries 
In August Mia Woods from the Eastern Fleurieu School Strathalbyn 

7-12 Campus visited the Clayton Bay Nursery to gain some hands 

on experience as part of a school report she is doing. Her 

comments from the visit are, “I am in Year 12 at Eastern Fleurieu 

School and for one of my subjects I am doing Environment and the 

Community.  Jo McPhee has been helping with one of my projects. 

I went to the Clayton Nursery with her on the 7th of August to look 

at what they are doing and I helped with the planting.                   

The Clayton Nursery has grown 28,000 plants in 2012 and it used 

to be a bowling green. It has 38 different types of plants in it. The 

plants are going to be planted on Goat Island and Clayton 

foreshore. I put the coco peat in a bucket of water and let it soften 

up to use in the potting mix for the plants. I filled tubes with 

potting mix and put the plants into them. I enjoyed learning about 

the plants and how to plant them. The people at the nursery were 

very friendly and helpful. I also enjoyed the friendly dogs and the 

morning tea.” Mia has also been working with Deb from the Milang 

Nursery on one of the planting sites and at the nursery. We wish 

her all the best with her report and hope she has enjoyed her experience working with the 

nursery network. 

 

 

 

 

 

Nigel Mallen and Chris Filsell came out with us on a plant ID field 

trip which was really helpful as we have 30 new species, some of 

which the nurseries are not familiar with. I was keen to get the 

correct ID on some of our local Pimelia species as we have three 

different ones on our list. As 

always it was a great 

experience spending time out with Nigel as his knowledge is 

amazing. We also checked the seed on some Olearia pannosa 

(Silver Daisy-bush) which was just starting to ripen. Nigel 

pointed out that sometimes the seed heads can be attacked by 

tiny grubs which reduces the chances of collecting viable seed. 

When mature the seed needs to be solid and a dull grey colour.  

Mia propagating Goodenia cuttings 

L to R Ian, Mia, Jill & Carole 

Mia out planting 

Early stage of seed ripening. Viable seed 

is brown in colour in the centre.  

Deb & Mia at Milang 
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Trees for Towns Planting 

To celebrate National Tree Day on Sunday the 29th of July planting was carried out on two sites in 

the Milang township. The propagation and planting was part of the “Trees for Towns” initiative to 

celebrate Trees for Life’s 30th birthday. Thirty towns across the 

state have grown 1,000 plants each for their town which has 

been a great educational tool for promoting the importance of            

revegetation. John Toshach from Milang coordinated the 

propagation and care of the plants and some of them were 

grown at the Milang Nursery. Around 27 people came out to help 

plant including local community members and 22 volunteers 

from the Imperial College of Trades in Adelaide. Approximately 

370 plants were planted at both sites and the remaining plants 

will be planted at other sites around the town.  

  

Presentation to Victor Harbor Garden Club 
After their visit to the Clayton Bay Nursery in May the Victor 
Harbor Garden Club invited Jill Dennis and myself to one of 
their meetings to spread the word about the Community 
Nurseries Network.  
We spoke to them about various aspects of the program 
including a brief history of how the project and the Nursery 
Network evolved. The group was impressed with the quantity 
and diversity of plants the network has grown since it began. It 
was good to reinforce the benefits of revegetation using local 
plant species, and the group were particularly interested in the 
large volunteer input and the scale of the project.  
 
Jill is also busy looking after her precious Acacia pinguifolas 
(Fat-leaved Wattles) which are coming along nicely. There are 
around 2,000 of them looking like they will be ready to plant 
next year and Kylie Moritz from the NRM at Mt Barker is 
scheduled to visit the nursery in the near future to meet Jill 
and the team and arrange for some genetic testing on the 
nursery stock. The propagation and growing of this 
endangered species has been exciting for the team at Clayton. 

A job well done! 

Planting at Pavy Park 

Some of the college students Hard at work! 

A. pinguifolia’s growing well 
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Plant Profile: Pimelia serpyllifolia (Thyme Rice flower) 
 
A small shrub growing to 1 metre high with small crowded leaves. Flowers occur in Spring to 
Summer and are small (3-4mm), yellow and have 4 petals. Commonly occurs in coastal and 
nearby woodlands and mallee situations. Coastal species can appear to be stunted from exposed 
climatic conditions.  
Propagation of this species is difficult from seed as the flowers are inconspicuous. Propagation of 
other Pimelia species such as octophylla (Woolly rice flower) and macrostegia (Large rice flower) 
suggests that seed can be collected from January to March when the flower heads are dry and 
sown in Autumn. We have propagated this species from cutting using the vegetative tip and 
placing it into a mixture of cocoa peat and perlite. This was done in November and the plants 
have reached a good level of maturity in Spring the following season with roots becoming visible 
at the base of the forestry tube. 

Pest Identification 
 
A deformity in the tip growth on some of the two year 
old Myoporum insulare (Coastal Boobialla) at one of 
the revegetation sites was recently detected. Upon 
closer inspection there was a small thrip found in the 
distorted growth. This is known as the Myoporum 
thrip and is a small (1-2mm) shiny black insect with 
suckering mouth parts. This insect is host specific to 
Myoporum and attacks the new growth on stressed 
plants in particular (Muraoka). In a revegetation 
situation it may be best to monitor the damage and 
long term effects on the plant as chemical control may not be 
necessary. Information suggests that the affected foliage can be 
removed and the thrips will die, hence reducing the population. This 
method will also remove the habitat of surviving thrips which helps to 
reduce the numbers as well.  


