
SEEDS TO REEDS 

LOWER LAKES 

 COMMUNITY NURSERIES NEWSLETTER 

Third propagating season complete and planting underway! 

Welcome to the eleventh edition of the Lower Lakes Community  

Nurseries Newsletter produced by the Lakes Hub. Contact Jo McPhee 

(Community Nurseries Coordinator) on 85 370 808 or 0488 465 043.  

In this edition we would like to provide an update on our third season 

growing for the Coorong Lower Lakes & Murray Mouth Recovery  

    Project. 
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The Community Nurseries Project is an initiative of 

the Milang and District Community Association 

and is part of the South Australian Government's 

Murray Futures program, funded by the Australian 

Government's Water for the Future initiative.  

 

Community Nurseries Network 
servicing the Coorong, Lower 

Lakes and Murray Mouth Region 



Third growing season completed! 
The Community Nurseries Network has had another successful  

propagating season. The final numbers overall were 337,126 plants 

grown at 10 community nurseries.  

Melaleuca/Orana at Meningie- 122,749 

Narrung Progress Association- 5,500 

Raukkan Community Nursery- 7,056 

Milang Environment Centre Community Nursery- 21,987 

Clayton Bay Community Nursery- 24,501 

Finniss Cow Shed Community Nursery- 11,692 

Alexandrina Community Nursery– 13,346 

Hindmarsh Island Landcare Group- 50,932 

Ngarrindjeri Ruwe Contracting Murray Bridge & Meningie-79,363 
 

This is a great result considering 

there were 130 different species 

grown. These figures included 

plants grown by local schools for 

the Milang and Clayton nurseries. 

The network has also supplied  

other local businesses and land 

care groups such as Terramin 

Mines at Strathalbyn, Pt Sturt 

Land Care Group,Langhorne 

Creek Grape & Wine Group and some 

of the DEWNR commercial plantings. 

The Strathalbyn Parent Environment 

Group grew 1500 Rhagodia              

candolleana (Seaberry Saltbush) this 

year for the Clayton Bay nursery.       

Preparatory works are continuing to 

eventually relocate the propagating and 

growing area to the Eastern Fleurieu 

School  R-6 Campus.  

 Strathalbyn PEG Group 

Rhagodia ready to go! 

Some of the 14,000 Disphyma crassifolium 

(Round leaf pigface) at Melaleuca 



Final Inspections 

The final nursery inspections were 
conducted in May and the  
organisation in the nurseries and 
quality of the stock was a good  
indication of how hard the nursery 
managers and volunteers have 
worked to fulfil their requirements 
for the project.  

Grant Dalwood was  impressed with 
the responses to his suggestions 
from the first inspection and the 
nurseries are keen to look into  
refining their irrigation systems to 
make them more efficient.  
The nurseries with recently installed 

hothouses will also look into upgrading to improve the strike rates with 
propagation of cuttings. Improvements to the quality assurance  
guidelines followed by the nurseries have been made from experiences 
and lessons learned this propagating season. Grant has provided good 
technical advice on hygiene and pest & disease problems through his 
experience as an auditor for the Nursery Industry Association which has 
proven to be very helpful. 

 

 Final Inspection at Raukkan 

L to R Aaron & Robert counting at  

Melaleuca and no that is not Robert’s  

umbrella 

 Plants ready to go at Finniss  Clayton Bay Nursery 



 

2012 Planting Update 
Planting commenced in mid May this 
year with numerous school and    
community groups braving the cold 
weather to help get our precious 
plants into the ground. Many groups 
who have planted in previous years 
once again took the opportunity to 
raise funds for their organisations 
which proves to be a winner for  
community and the environment. The Hindmarsh Island Land Care 
group coordinate their own planting on the island and come August will 
have grown and planted 33 000 plants onto 19 sites on the island as well 
as the 20 000 plants for other community sites. Once again the Milang & 
District Community Association (MDCA) has arranged community 
planting days at Pobby Bonk Point in Milang and have also employed 23 
local people to undertake paid planting in the region on a number of 
community sites. The Goolwa to Wellington Local Action Planning         
Association (GWLAP) project officers have done a wonderful job in             
coordinating the plantings and site managers employed by the GWLAP 
have made the planting task much easier with their great organisation 
and enthusiasm. Updates on Lake Albert plantings in the next edition! 

 

 

 

Year 10 Investigator College students 

EFS Milang Campus students  

eagerly awaiting planting  

instructions One of the sites planted by MDCA  



Finniss Cowshed Nursery Official Opening 
The Finniss Catchment Group officially 

opened their cowshed nursery on Saturday 

19th of May. Around 30 local landholders 

and residents attended the opening come 

AGM which was a great show of support 

and recognition for the great                           

environmental work the group has been 

undertaking. Mayor Kym McHugh and 

nursery manager Helen Fenton cut the ribbon and Helen gave the 

guests a tour of the nursery. The group has grown over 11 000 plants for 

the   project this season and Helen and her 

volunteers do an amazing job in producing 

high quality stock. The new FCG logo was 

also unveiled on the day and is proudly    

displayed on the cowshed door. The logo 

was designed by local artist Barbary       

O’Brien and depicts the Yellow Tailed Black        

Cockatoo traversing the catchment area. 

Victor Harbor Garden Club visits Clayton Bay Nursery                       

In May 17 members from the Victor 

Harbor Garden Club visited the        

Clayton Bay nursery. The group was 

most impressed with the nursery and    

enjoyed their tour of the surrounding 

landscaped gardens. They also          

purchased some of the local provenance 

stock from the nursery. Jill has been     

invited to present at their meeting in     

July which will be a good opportunity to promote the network.   

L to R Nursery manager Helen  
Fenton, Mayor Kym McHugh & Bill 

Blessing from Ashbourne 

The new sign and logo proudly  
displayed on the cowshed door 

Jill with members of the Victor Harbor  
Garden Club 



Saltmarsh – A nationally threatened plant community?                         

In late May there was an “Expert 

Saltmarsh Workshop”  held in   

Victor Harbor to decide whether 

saltmarsh (or the coastal          

samphire plant community) 

should be protected under the 

Federal Environment Protection 

and Biodiversity Conservation Act 

(called the EPBC Act). It was organised by Dr Gina Newton from the 

Dept. Of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and                         

Communities in Canberra. Attending the workshop were scientists and 

other government representatives from all of the Australian states 

(Queensland, NSW, Victoria, South Australia, Western Australia  and 

Tasmania) that have coastal  saltmarsh plant communities. Traditionally 

these areas were used on farms as dumps because there was no other 

useful purpose for them, and appreciation of their role in providing 

food, roosting and habitat for birds and other ecosystem services, etc 

was not well understood. On the island many of these areas contain old 

fencing wire and posts, along with lots of other junk. Because they have 

been indiscriminately grazed, major species  like Sclerostegia arbuscula, 

which is a large brittle bush, have been virtually eliminated. Because of 

the work our landcare group had been doing in propagating samphire 

plants, in revegetating samphire areas and in lobbying to try and         

reconnect these areas across the island, the workshop asked if they 

could visit Hindmarsh Island to see what was happening here. The 2hr 

tour commenced at HILG nursery and proceeded via Mulungushi, 

McHughs, Lucas, Gilberts,  Tarni Warra sanctuary/Reserve8, Grey              

Paddock (Wyndgate) and the Murray Mouth.  

The unique saltmarsh environment 



We were able to show a real mixture of 

samphire, most that had not been        

connected up since the ’56 floods, and 

others where serious revegetation was 

having a positive impact on sites. The 

coastal creek on Tarni Warra/Reserve 8 

was of particular interest to many of the                   

scientists because of its obvious ecosystem health after almost 2 years 

of constant freshwater since September/October 2010. The variety of 

plants here is now quite diverse and it was interesting to see scientists 

getting quite excited about plants they had only rarely seen in the past.  

It was encouraging too to receive substantial praise for what we were 

achieving. People were very impressed by our nursery and sites like 

Grey Paddock. The convenor of the group wrote after: “Firstly can I      

reiterate our thanks to you. Everyone really enjoyed the field trip and 

your Tour Guide on Hindmarsh Island on Monday afternoon. Your      

passion for saltmarsh was also enjoyed and appreciated, not to mention 

infectious. We were so lucky with the weather – the conditions were 

perfect. I’m sure many great photos were taken. Many people            

commented on the amazing efforts that yourself and the local            

community have made over the past couple of years regarding the       

rehabilitation and planting work. Seeing first-hand several examples of 

high quality and degraded saltmarsh, as well as some of the issues that 

surround them, really put us all in a good starting place for the         

technical workshop on Tuesday.” We even had on offer from mangrove       

experts at James Cook University in Townsville, Queensland to              

genetically test the mangroves on Tarni Warra to determine where they 

came from.   

Richard Owen, HILG 



Plant Profile: Olearia pannosa (Silver Daisy-bush) 
A perennial suckering shrub to 1.5metres high. Leaves are broad and 
oval shaped with upper leaf surface green and shiny and underside 
pale with short matted hairs. Flowers are daisy-like with white petals 
and yellow centres, flowering  occurs late winter to spring. Seed can be 
collected in December to January and sown from winter to spring. 
Sprinkle seed over propagating mix and cover lightly and keep moist in 
a sunny position. Also grows well from cuttings but due to vulnerable 
status propagation from seed is preferred. It is also interesting to note 
that one plant can produce long runners (10-20metres) so what may 
appear to be a group of different plants may only be one plant. Plants 
also develop tuberous roots after only four months of growth which 
provide good reserves of food and water over the drier months. 
It occurs in woodlands mallee and grasslands and is listed as nationally       
vulnerable under the Environment Protection & Biodiversity                    
Conservation Act (EPBC Act 1999). Vulnerable by the National Parks & 
Wildlife Act 1972 (SA) and considered vulnerable in the Flinders          
Ranges, York Peninsula & Northern Lofty Botanical Regions. When    
collecting seed for this species the same process is to be followed as 
for other species but all relevant information is to be submitted to 
DEWNR as part of the seed collection permit renewal process.             
Submission of this information is crucial for tracking populations of  
these vulnerable species  Decline in numbers is mainly due to isolation 
and small sizes of populations. Plants generally occur on roadsides and 
rail reserves which makes them 
vulnerable to human activity.  


