SEEDS TO REEDS
LOWER LAKES
COMMUNITY NURSERIES NEWSLETTER
Third propagating season almost complete!

Welcome to the tenth edition of the Lower Lakes Community
Nurseries Newsletter produced by the Lakes Hub. Contact Jo McPhee
(Community Nurseries Coordinator) on 85 370 808 or 0488 465 043.
In this edition we would like to provide an update on our third season
growing for the Coorong Lower Lakes & Murray Mouth Recovery
Project.
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Community Nurseries Network
servicing the Coorong, Lower
Lakes and Murray Mouth Region

The Community Nurseries Project is an initiative of
the Milang and District Community Association
and is part of the South Australian Government's
Murray Futures program, funded by the Australian
Government's Water for the Future initiative.

Update for 2011/2012 propagating season
Everyone has been busy trying to reach their target numbers again this
year. With another extensive species list with plenty of understorey and
native grasses the nursery managers and volunteers have worked
extremely hard to enjoy another successful year of propagation
activities. The Stipa sp. have proven to be challenging as the
numbers required were quite significant which caused a few anxious
moments. A lot of the Stipa seed was sown in November/December
and germination was sparse as this is not the optimum time for sowing.
Helen from the Finniss nursery tried both fresh and 1 year old seed
with her Austrodanthonia caespitosa (Wallaby grass) to discover that it
made no difference to the success of the germination. They even built
makeshift shelters for the seed trays
to encourage germination and
replicate the weather conditions best
suited for the grasses. Jenni from
Hindmarsh Island found good success
soaking her seed in smoke water and
Angela kindly offered some of their
excess seedling trays to the nurseries
Grass tray tents at Finniss
in need of more grasses. Overall the
grass numbers will be sufficient and strict fertilising regimes will
encourage root growth to ensure they will be ready for planting this
season. Some nurseries have also divided their mature grasses to reach
their numbers and the results this year will guide the propagation
process for future years.
Austrodanthonia (Wallaby Grass
at Clayton Nursery

Austrodanthonia caespitosa at Melaleuca

Progress Update Cont
Some of the nurseries also had difficulty with germination of
Enchylaena tomentosa (Ruby Saltbush), so seed and ripe berries were
collected in February and sown immediately. The germination was a
success and this particular species grows quite vigorously so will be
ready in time for planting. A similar problem was experienced with
Atriplex paludosa (Marsh Saltbush) and with the help of Terry Sim from
the GWLAP we were able to collect fresh viable seed and sow
immediately with excellent germination results. This highlights the
importance of storing seed correctly to maintain viability. The native
gardens planted in 2009 at the Clayton Bay nursery have proven
beneficial for Jill and her team as they have collected large amounts of
seed without having to venture out into the field. She has a good
supply of Billardieria cymosa (Sweet Appleberry) seed ready to be sown
in winter.

Schools Propagation
Once again four local schools are growing 1,000 plants each for the
Milang Environmental Centre Community Nursery. They propagated
500 Cyperus gymnocaulos (Spiny Flat Sedge) and 500 Ficinia nodosa
(Knobby Club Rush) using seedling trays already sown previously. It
was encouraging to see the enthusiasm and care taken by some of the
Reception to Yr 1 students when performing the propagation and this
activity continues to be an effective means of reinforcing the
importance of revegetation and the project.
Keen helpers at Milang

Reception-1’s at Langhorne Creek

Nursery Inspections

Grant chatting to the Raukkan crew

The first round of Community
Nursery inspections were conducted
in February. This year Grant
Dalwood from the Nursery Industry
Association carried out the
inspections along with myself and
Kerri Bartley from the GWLAP. Grant
Discussing cuttings at Finniss
was helpful in providing advice on
pest and disease control, irrigation
regimes and hygiene.
Grant reported that he was really
impressed with the overall consistency
of the production facilities in the
nurseries. He also noted that any
issues identified in the inspections last
year had been addressed which
shows that the nurseries are keen to advance as community orientated
small business enterprises.
Mystery Planters
While Regina was out monitoring at the McKinlay property at Currency
Creek she found some bull ants carrying out their own revegetation
work. The presence of young Enchylaena tomentosa seedlings near a
large ant nest suggests that not all of the fruits taken into the hole end
up at the dinner table and some may actually germinate. Great photo’s
that reinforce the importance of insects in the ecological system.
Good food source

Young seedlings were found nearby

Seed Collection Workshop
On Wed 14th March environmental
consultant Phil Barron conducted a seed
collection workshop with members of the
Community Nurseries Network and the
MOSHCC (Milang Old School House
Community Centre) Conservation & Land Management team.
The morning began with a brief discussion on the importance of
planning for seed collection, safety, hygiene and record keeping.
The group then braved the warm conditions and went on a field trip to
Nurragi Reserve. Here Phil explained the various methods of collection
from different species and the importance of correct species
identification. He also discussed timing variability with various species
and how some hold onto their seed longer than others. It was then back
to MOSHCC for a light lunch and afternoon discussion with Phil. The
workshop was very enjoyable and Phil’s presentation was well received
by the group. The feedback from the participants was very positive and
some of the most valuable aspects learnt were: differences between
viable and non-viable fruit and seeds, methods of testing for viability,
tools required in the field and cleaning and storage. The workshop was
presented by the Lakes Community Nurseries Network who would like
to thank Phil for sharing his expertise.
Phil at Nurragi Reserve

Native grass ID

Acacia pinguifolia (Fat-leaved wattle)
Last season Jill Dennis from the Clayton Bay
nursery acquired some Acacia pinguifolia
seed from a local landholder at Finniss. As
this wattle is listed as nationally endangered,
communication with the South Australian
Murray Darling Basin Natural Resource
Management Board’s (SAMDBNRM)
Threatened Flora Unit has been frequent.
They need to be able to track where the seed
Mature plant
was collected and where the plants will be
planted when ready. The Fat-leaved wattle is a dense shrub reaching
1-2m in height and 2-3m wide. The bark is thin and pale grey at the
base of the stems and the Pyhllodes (leaves) are light green and quite
fleshy. Flowering occurs between July
and Oct and small amounts of seed are
released between Nov & Jan. The
reduced production of seed along with
predation from rabbits of young
seedlings are the two main factors
threatening the regeneration of this
Seedlings growing at Clayton
species. The plants were propagated
voluntarily by the nursery to try and help restore the numbers locally
as there are less than 150 individual plants remaining in the South
Australian Murray Darling Basin. Jill and her volunteers have propagated approximately 1500 plants which germinated well from the same
pre treatment of soaking in hot water overnight as done with other
Acacia’s. The seedlings at Clayton were sown in Jan and the plants
range from 2-5cm in height. As we are discovering these plants are very
slow growing and should be ready for planting in 2013.

Melaleuca Graduation

Six Melaleuca staff with their certificates

On Tuesday 7th February a
celebration was held at Melaleuca
Nursery to recognise the
achievements of the staff in
attaining their Certificate III in
Conservation & Land Management.
The course was facilitated by Laura
Long from SA Training & Consulting (Accredited Training Organisation)
who conducted and coordinated the training. The certificate took
approximately 12 months to complete and nursery operational
procedures have benefited from the skills gained through the course.
Some of the training involved plant propagation, seed collection,
cleaning and storing seed, OH&S, First Aid, and chemical safety and
handling. The team at Melaleuca have achieved good results with their
propagation of approximately 120,000 plants this season and the
quality of the stock and the organisation in the nursery is evidence of
the hard work they are putting in. Mayor Roger
Di receiving her award
Strother also congratulated the staff on their
achievements and thanks were given to Di
Miller who held the fort while Jane Swan was
away on maternity leave.
Nursery looking great

Robert Mrongovius who works closely
with the group also commented on how
their knowledge of the plants and the
various propagation requirements has
increased since the start of the project.

Plant Profile: Einadia nutans (Climbing or Nodding Saltbush)
A vigorous, prostrate groundcover
with spear shaped leaves approx. 1cm
long. In open ground it can grow to 15
cm high and 3m in diameter. It grows
from a single stem and doesn’t take
root at the nodes. It is a scrambling
plant that may be seen growing up
fences or amongst other vegetation.
Inconspicuous green flowers occur in
mid- summer on the ends of the stems. A fleshy berry forms around
the developing seed and eventually turns red or orange in colour. The
juicy fruit can taste slightly salty. Like other Berry Saltbushes this plant
is a valuable habitat species (Indigenous Flora & Fauna Association).
It is a good food source for the Saltbush
Blue Butterfly and their larvae.
Some of the nurseries have propagated
this plant for the first time last season
and we experienced some difficulty in
sourcing the seed to grow it in time.
As the ripe fruit is quite small it can be
Saltbush Blue Butterfly
difficult to collect large amounts by hand
straight off of the plant. Once the collected seed was sown some of the
nurseries propagated by cuttings as well to ensure the propagation
requirements were met. Robert Mrongovius had good success with
cuttings and although some of the cutting material looked somewhat
flimsy it still struck really well. It was soon after that the seeds all
germinated and we had an abundance of plants, but they will make
good groundcovers around the nurseries.
Generally seed needs no pre-treatment but germination may be
enhanced by soaking seeds in water for 4-5 hrs to flush and dilute any
chemicals that may inhibit germination (Greening Australia).

