
WEEKLY BULLETIN 

September 26th  2011.    No 65 

Lou Mawson : Lakes Hub Coordinator  

Andrew Dawes : Lakes Hub – Info. & Admin. Officer Meningie 

Jo McPhee : Community Nursery Coordinator Milang 

Carole Richardson : Project Officer Coordinator GWLAP Milang 

Regina Durbridge : Monitoring & Evaluation Project Officer GWLAP Milang 

Leah Sullivan : Revegetation Project Officer  GWLAP Milang 

Terry Sim  : Fencing grants Project Officer GWLAP  Milang 

Kerri Bartley : Lower Lakes and Coorong Community Revegetation 

Program Project Officer  GWLAP  Milang 

Ken Strother : Revegetation Project Officer GWLAP Meningie 

Joy Mayberry :  Hub Office Admin assistant ( part time ) Milang 

Robbyne Barrett : Hub Office Admin assistant ( part time) Meningie 

 
 

Lakes Hub contacts 

Office – Milang  phone 8537 0808 
Office – Meningie phone 8575 1830 

Email  Milang Office    info@lakesub.com 
Meningie Office   meningie@lakeshub.com 

Web  www.lakeshub.com 
 

 
    
 
 

 

The Lakes Hubs are the initiative of the Milang and District Community Association and are part of the Lower Lakes Bioremediation and Revegetation Project 
funded by the Australian Government and supported by the South Australian Department of Environment and Natural Resources ( DENR). 

 

VERY GOOD WATER rock 
 

 
This rock stands alone on the side of the old, original road running 
along the shores of the Coorong from Kingston to Meningie. The 
very clear and neat engraving in the rock says VERY GOOD WATER 
which identifies a natural spring that leaches out into a substantial 
soak area and would have been a welcome sign for travellers with 
livestock back in the early 1900’s. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Leon Ayres, a former fisherman and resident of Meningie, has a long history in the Coorong area and is standing 
alongside the landmark. 
Little is known about this landmark apart from its location. Should anyone have more information it would be 
gratefully accepted and shared in a future Bulletin. 
 

Removing the barrages would turn Lower Lakes into a dead sea 

From: The Australian    KYM McHUGH  September 17, 2011  
 

Please click on the link below to view an article recently submitted to the Weekend 
Australian by Kym McHugh, the Mayor of Alexandrina Council. 
 
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/opinion/removing-the-barrages-would-
turn-lower-lakes-into-a-dead-sea/story-e6frgd0x-1226139320261 

Picture courtesy of the Alexandrina Council 
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Launch of Pelican Path, Meningie 
 

 

The Friends of Meningie and the Lower Lakes and 
Coorong Recovery team are pleased to invite you to 
celebrate World Habitat Day with the launch of 
Pelican Path, Meningie’s new interpretive trail. 
  
The trail is the first step in restoring habitat along 
Meningie’s lakefront for local wildlife and to 
improve Lake Albert’s health in the Meningie area. It 
also aims to make the lakefront even more 
attractive for the local community and visitors to 
enjoy. 
  

 
The environmentally sensitive design of the trail includes a textured pathway, interpretive signage, seating and 
viewing platforms. It focuses on the importance of the environment to the region, local community and the 
Ngarrindjeri, as well as the area’s history. 
The local community, Ngarrindjeri, Meningie Area School and the Coorong District Council have been closely 
involved in every stage of the project, from developing project plans to writing the interpretive signage, and will 
continue to play a key role in the next phase of work and in maintaining the path in the future.  
Community volunteers have planted more than 1,000 native plants along the foreshore as part of the project to 
improve habitat along the lakefront. 
We would like to celebrate the terrific contribution that local volunteers have made to this project at the launch of 
Pelican Path, and hope that you will be able to attend. Light refreshments will be provided. 
  
The event will take place between 10:30 and 11:30 am on 5 October 2011 at Lions Park, Princes Highway, Meningie. 
  
This project is part of the South Australian Government’s Murray Futures program funded by the Australian 
Government’s Water for the Future strategy. 
  
Please RSVP by 23 September to Nikki Brookman on 8463 7694 or nikki.brookman@sa.gov.au  
 

 River blackfish survey Rodwell Creek  

 
The Rodwell Creek/Wistow Landcare Group in conjunction with Native Fish 
South Australia will be carrying out a survey of permanent pools in the 
Rodwell Creek gorge area.  
The River blackfish, an endangered freshwater fish, has experienced 
extreme drying in its wild habitat and the Rodwell Creek supports an 
important population which must be preserved.  
Surveying these pools will assist research into the population and give local 
landholders a better understanding of the native fish in this area.  

Picture courtesy of The Advertiser March 17, 2011 

 
Landholders are invited to work with Native Fish SA personnel to set nets on Friday 21st October and check these 
nets on Saturday 22nd October.  
After the fish survey the group will walk through the gorge and then have a shared lunch.  
If you are interested in being involved, please contact Beryl Belford on 85364052 or Jillian Taylor on 0402 259 979. 
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“Queensland bears”    From the Advertiser of 17 September 1927  

Submitted by Terry Sim 
 

An attempt to acclimatise Queensland native bears in South Australia has failed. 
Mr. Keith Bowman, of Poltalloch station, Lake Alexandrina recently had shipped from Queensland 12 of the animals, with the 
object of liberating them on his property, but not one of them has survived. Six died by the time they reached Sydney, and only 
four were alive when the vessel on which they were shipped reached Port Adelaide. Three of these expired on reaching the 
station, and the other disappeared, and is thought also to be dead. 
 

Apparently there were very few koalas in the local region at this time due mainly to the wholesale slaughter of 
Koalas for their pelts in the 1920’s and 30’s. There were a few isolated colonies on Kangaroo Island, a sprinkling in 
the Adelaide Hills and a few in the South East.  Queensland, in comparison still had an abundance but unfortunately 
they didn’t cope well with being transported. 
 

Employment -  position of Revegetation Planner and Coordinator 

 
There is currently an employment opportunity for the Position of Revegetation Planner and Coordinator with the 
Goolwa to Wellington Local Action Planning Association Inc.  The Revegetation Planner and Coordinator will work 
specifically in the Coorong, Lower Lakes and Murray Mouth Region to develop revegetation plans for the Community 
Revegetation Program. The position is based at the Lakes Hub in Milang and will 
work closely with Lakes Hub staff, community groups and community members and 
staff from Government Agencies, in particular the Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources Coorong, Lower Lakes and Murray Mouth Program. This is a 6 
month maternity leave replacement position. 
 
For more information contact the GWLAP - Carole Richardson  
office ph : 85 370 807  mobile ph : 0419 883 101  
or email carole.richardson@gwlap.org.au  
 

Water for Good - News 

The Winter/Spring edition of the Water for Good News newspaper is out now. This edition includes a special feature 
titled ‘When the River runs dry’, which takes an in-depth, reflective look at the recent prolonged drought and low 
River Murray flow – particularly the impacts to the River and communities, emergency measures taken by the State 
Government, and the recovery of the system and future planning. It also includes snap-shots of community views 
along the River and how locals faced the extremes in weather and circumstances. Other stories include the $86.7 
million Federal and State Government funding for the Riverine Recovery Project, the release of South Australia’s new 
Stormwater Strategy, the installation of new infrastructure to monitor groundwater in the South East, and a preview 
of the 2011 International Kids Teaching Kids River Conference which will be held in Adelaide in October. View 
the online version of the newspaper 
 

Correction – The Marina Hindmarsh Island 2012 Milang Goolwa Freshwater Classic 

Following are corrections / additions to the Fresh Water Classic information posted in last week’s Bulletin. 

Since the Goolwa Regatta Yacht Club has conducted the Freshwater Classic it has always been sailed from Milang to 
Goolwa although the original informal races were sailed from Goolwa to Milang. 
After a five year break the 2012 Fresh Water Classic race will be run again on Sunday 22nd January 2012, from 
Milang to Goolwa. 
It will be part of the inaugural, nine-day Goolwa Regatta Week this year and will include lots of other interesting 
events from Saturday 14th January and culminating in the Milang to Goolwa race on Sunday 22nd. 
This event will echo Goolwa’s first Regatta 157 years ago, which was a grand event coinciding with the opening of 
the Goolwa – Port Elliot Railway in 1854.  
It was such a success it spawned the Goolwa Regatta Yacht Club which is now the oldest yacht club in the Southern 
Hemisphere. 
For more information on the Goolwa Regatta Week visit  www.goolwaregattaweek.com.au 

mailto:carole.richardson@gwlap.org.au
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Goolwa to Meningie yacht race is back 

 
After 5 years of unpredictable lake levels and lack of water the Meningie 
Sailing Club has been able to plan and look forward to summer of sailing. 
After opening day on the 15th of October, there is a program of sailing that 
caters for people who have never sailed before to highly competitive events. 
The program is available from the Meningie Sailing Club web site at 
http://www.users.on.net/~meningiesc/  
The planning for the historic Goolwa to Meningie is well underway with the 

race starting at Laffin Point at Goolwa and finishing off the end of the Meningie jetty by the sailing club. This race is 
open to all classes of sailing boats over 14 ft in length. This indeed is a challenge and exciting event to participate in 
for experienced sailors. Nomination forms are available from the web site. 
The club and school are hosting the regional team sailing regatta for schools at the end of March 2012 so any 
student who is planning to participate in this event is welcome to come and hone their skills at the ‘come and try 
sailing’ of a Saturday day morning or even participate in the club race days. There are pacer sailing dingies available 
for hire by club members to facilitate people who do not have a boat to participate in club events. Membership costs 
and forms are on the web site too. 
We are looking forward to a season of sailing and social activities at the Meningie Sailing Club. 
Secretary: Mr. Steve Starling 08 8575 1343    Email:  meningiesc@internode.on.net   

Monarto Field Day.   

Saturday 8th October. ( * Note the change in date from Sunday 2nd) 
WHEN: Saturday 8th October Time: 9:30am – 3:30pm 
WHERE : Meeting point: Kalibar gate @ Monarto – Follow the Princes highway 
WHAT : Seed collecting, weed management, propagation and construction.  Many of these activities are child 
friendly so bring your family and make a day of it.    
BRING : drink, packed lunch, sunblock and hat. 
CONTACT : Briony Horner | Conservation Officer Science & Field Programs  Adelaide ZooT 08 8230 1323 
M 0408775461| E bhorner@zoossa.com.au | F 08 8239 0637  | W www.conservationark.org.au 
 
If you are interested in joining a car pool please send an email. 
RSVP by Friday 7th October. Please include a contact number with your RSVP. 
 
  

RIVER MURRAY – weekly  FLOW ADVICE     

For weekly flow / level reports on the River Murray and Lakes go to the following website 
www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au  
Up‐to‐date River Murray flow and water level information can be accessed at the Department for Water, SA 
Water and Murray‐Darling Basin Authority websites: 
http://data.rivermurray.sa.gov.au 
www.sawater.com.au/SAWater/Environment/TheRiverMurray/River+Murray+Levels.htm 
http://www.mdba.gov.au/water/live‐river‐data 
Details of river height and rainfall information in the River Murray within Victoria and New South Wales are 
available at the Bureau of Meteorology website: 
http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood 
Information on the discharge of acid drainage water into the Lower River Murray can be accessed online at 
www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au 
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DAILY RECORDINGS – RIVER MURRAY DATA 

 
Data received from http://e-nrims.dwlbc.sa.gov.au/Telemetry/Default.aspx?App=RMW 

DATE SEPT 19 - 23 2011 
  

    DATE SITE WATER LEVEL SALT (EC) 

    AHD   

19 
 

0.795 731 

20 
 

0.578 4806 

21 GOOLWA 0.600 3219 

22 
 

0.558 1363 

23 
 

0.559 1356 

  AVERAGE 0.618 2295 

DATE SITE WATER LEVEL SALT (EC) 

    AHD   

19 
 

0.568 559 

20 
 

0.599 524 

21 MILANG JETTY 0.628 522 

22 
 

0.514 525 

23 
 

0.600 513 

  AVERAGE 0.582 529 

DATE SITE WATER LEVEL SALT (EC) 

    AHD   

19 
 

0.656 372 

20 
 

0.637 300 

21 
RAUKKAN 
OFFSHORE 0.659 321 

22 
 

0.690 334 

23 
 

0.670 346 

  AVERAGE 0.662 335 

DATE SITE WATER LEVEL SALT (EC) 

    AHD   

19 
 

0.697 5592 

20 
 

0.760 5170 

21 MENINGIE JETTY 0.747 5177 

22 
 

0.804 5227 

23 
 

0.779 5207 

  AVERAGE 0.757 5275 

DATE SITE WATER LEVEL SALT (EC) 

    AHD   

19 
 

0.783 5847 

20 NORTH 0.723 5768 

21 WARRENGIE 0.737 5703 

22 POINT 0.793 5681 

23 LAKE ALBERT 0.758 5684 

  AVERAGE 0.757 5275 

 

 

http://e-nrims.dwlbc.sa.gov.au/Telemetry/Default.aspx?App=RMW


  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  for more info contact the Lakes Hub 

If you have any relevant community event or courses that you would like added to the Calendar of Events please contact the Lakes Hub. 

 

 
Disclaimer 

All the links and articles in this Bulletin are provided as a courtesy to recipients. While I try and keep these links and articles as up-to-date as possible, I can't 
guarantee their accuracy, adequacy, timeliness, or completeness. 
In addition, the existence of a link to another site or resource does not constitute a recommendation or endorsement of that site or resource. The Lakes Hub 
does not accept responsibility or liability for any information at any of the sites linked to from this Bulletin. 
If you feel a link description, site, piece of advice or anything else mentioned here is inappropriate, do let me know and I will endeavour to correct it where 
necessary. 

 

 

October 2011 
1 Native plant sale – Alexandrina Nursery, Kessell Rd, Goolwa ( near council Depot) 11.00-3.00pm Contact  ph 8554 2555 

2  

3 Public holiday – Strathalbyn Show ( GWLAP & HUB trade site near Football Clubrooms ) 

4  

5 Pelican Path launch, Lions Park, Meningie 10.30 – 11.30 Contact :  Nikki Brookman on 8463 7694 or nikki.brookman@sa.gov.au 

6  

7  

8 Port Elliot Show – Hub site 

Goolwa Alive – Hub site 

Monarto Field Day 

9 Port Elliot Show – Hub site 

10  

11  

12 GWLAP AGM 7.30pm. Speaker Dr Daniel Rogers ‘Migratory Birds of the Coorong’ All welcome Contact  Tony Randall by Friday 

October 7th 2011 on 8536 5612 or 0427 917 511  

or by email: tony.randall@gwlap.org.au  

13  

14  

15  

16  

17  

18  

19  

20  

21 River Blackfish survey – set nets -  contact Beryl Belford on 85364052 or Jillian Taylor on 0402 259 979. 

22 River Blackfish survey – check nets -  contact Beryl Belford on 85364052 or Jillian Taylor on 0402 259 979. 

23  

24  

25  

26  

27  

28  

29  

30  

31  
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