
 

    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lakes Hub is part of the Lower Lakes Bioremediation and Revegetation Project funded by the Australian Government and supported by the South 
Australian Department of Environment and Natural Resources. 

 
 

 

THE LOWER LAKES COMMUNITY REVEGETATION PROGRAM 
 
 

The Community Vegetation Program is part of the Bioremediation and Revegetation Project funded by the Australian 
Government and supported by the South Australian Department of Environment and Natural Resources ( DENR ). 
The Goolwa to Wellington Local Action Planning Association ( GWLAP) is managing the Community planting season 
and contract local community nurseries to grow the species required and then contracts local community groups to 
plant them. 
Not all the plantings are done by the community – there are some commercial plantings carried out by other 
Government and non Government organizations.  
This article will focus on the Community planting program as we celebrate National Tree Day on 31st of July 2011 
 
There are many steps taken to ensure a successful planting season.  
 
Some of the Community nurseries collect seed from their own specific areas (provenance areas) which are then 
propagated in their nursery and grown out until they are ready for planting. Most of the seed for the project is 
supplied from the GWLAP seed bank but the nurseries are looking to collect and store more of their own seed in the 
future. Some species are also propagated from cuttings. 
The GWLAP map out sites for planting and then proceed to prepare these sites i.e; weed and pest control which is 
undertaken from summer to late autumn. The GWLAP also ensure that post planting weed control and monitoring 
processes are in place to guarantee a successful project.  
 

The Community Nurseries currently involved in the 2011 project are -: 
 

Plants grown for the 2011 season planting 

Orana/Melaleuca at Meninigie 98,588 

Alexandrina at Goolwa 9,269 

Clayton Bay at Clayton Bay 17,150 

Milang at Milang Environmental Centre 22,789 

Finniss on a private property at Finniss 10,235 

Ngarrindjeri  Ruwe Contracting  at Murray Bridge 7,650 

Hindmarsh Island Landcare group, Hindmarsh Island 50,000 

Narrung Progress Association, Narrung 4,757 

Eastern Fleurieu Strathalbyn R-6 school/ Rodwell Ck, Wistow Landcare 1,404 

TOTAL 221,842 
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This year there have been a variety of 80+ species propagated and planted on various sites which is a huge increase 
from the 10 species grown last year. 
Some of the above nurseries have also chosen to take on the contracted planting with the remainder of the planting 
being contracted out to around 20 local community groups which gives a wonderful opportunity to help their local 
environment and the opportunity to earn some money for community projects. For example,  Clayton Bay CFS are 
putting earnings towards a new shed,  Clayton Bay Community Association can now build a pergola at the Clayton 
Hall, Meningie Football Club is looking at getting a new scoreboard and there are plenty more stories like this. 
 
 
Volunteers, both local and regional have also been instrumental in getting plants into the ground for the community 
planting project.  

 
 
The 2011 Community planting project has been allocated 42 sites for this planting season. 
These sites are as follows -:  
Hindmarsh Island - multiple sites = 18 sites 

Finniss = 5 sites 
Clayton Bay = 4 sites 
Pt Sturt = 5 sites 
Milang = 2 sites 
Narrung =6 sites 
Meningie area = 2 sites 
 
As at the printing of this Bulletin the Lake Albert area has been revegetated with 44,834 plants and the Lake 
Alexandrina region 66,471 which is a total of 111,305 planted since May 18th 2011. There are approximately 26,188 
still to plant on the Lake Alexandrina side and 32,350 on the Lake Albert side. All planting should be completed by 
the end of August 2011 with approximately 170,000 individual plants ready to grow on into robust revegetation 
sites. 
It is important to note that all community plantings are done by hand, i.e; dig hole, commit plant and back fill and 
the majority also have guards placed around each individual plant unlike commercial planting completed by 
Government contractors that plant with automation ( tractors, planters etc ) 
 
The community planting project is set to continue into 2012 with an increase in the number of plants, species and 
sites. Planning and propagating has already begun for the 2012 season. 
The Community Nurseries have monthly meetings to discuss strategies, issues, problems, proven methods etc which 
makes this specialized group one of the most informed, professional and progressive nursery groups in the country. 
The network would be a very valuable model for other environmental revegetation groups that are planning on 
tackling projects of the same nature. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNITY NURSERY PROFILES 
Source : Jo McPhee, Community Nurseries Coordinator 

 

Community Nurseries Coordinator :  
Jo McPhee   Office 85370808     Mobile  0488 465 043 
Email :  jomcphee@lakeshub.com  
 

Clayton Bay Community Nursery 

Manager : Jill Dennis 
Contact :  0459707876   
Email info@lakeshub.com  
Operation days – Tuesday & Thursdays 
Volunteers appreciated 
Plants for sale on days open 
 
The Clayton Bay Community Nursery started from the ground up 
and works  
began in early in 2009.The whole concept of the Clayton nursery 
was initiated by a grant from the Goolwa to Wellington Local 
Action Planning Group, and the involvement in the lower lakes 
revegetation project has sped up the completion process to the 
point where the nursery was able to produce over 17,000 plants for the 2011 planting season.  
The Clayton nursery is situated near the hall complex and is sharing the grounds with the community gardeners. This 
adds another dimension to the project as members from both groups are taking an interest in their achievements 
and sharing knowledge.  
Volunteer numbers continue to increase at the nursery and improvements to the grounds have created a lovely 
setting for volunteers to work and enjoy each other’s company. 
 

 

 
Hindmarsh Island Landcare Group Nursery  
Manager : Richard Owen, Angela Wilde. 
Contact : Angela Wilde 0419002068  
Email :  bluewren1@iinet.net.au  
Operation days – phone for details  
Volunteers appreciated 
Plants for sale – phone for details 
 
The Hindmarsh Island Landcare Group ( HILG)Nursery is one of the 
oldest established community nurseries within the network. They 
propagated their first plants for the Murray Mouth Estuary 
Restoration (MMER) Project in 2001/2                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                           Angela Wilde pictured on right 
 

The nursery was relocated from an area behind Narnu Park Homestead (now Karinga Park) to Ferryman’s Reserve in 
2002. Since then the HILG nursery has expanded to accommodate the growing number of plants for other projects 
as well as the continuation of the MMER project. At Christmas 2008/9 the nursery had doubled in size with funding 
from the Orange Bellied Parrot Habitat Restoration Project through the Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources ( DENR)   
1n 2010 a total of 22,000 plants were successfully grown for the Lower Lakes Bioremediation & Revegetation project 
and for the 2011 season 50,000 plants have been grown. The HILG is very well supported with volunteers and 
Landcare members and provides a benchmark for up and coming community nurseries to strive to achieve the high 
standards set by HILG. The group has played a significant role in this project and has assisted the other nurseries by 
offering technical advice on all aspects of nursery operation and seed collection.  
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The Melaleuca/Orana  Community Nursery 

Manager : Jane Swan 
Contact : 85751259 
Email :  jswann@orana.asn.au  
Operation days –Tuesday – Friday & Sunday from 10.00-2.00pm 
Volunteers appreciated 
Plants for sale 
 
The Melaleuca nursery at Meningie is one of a number of business 
centres that is a part of the Orana Disability Service Organisation. Orana 
has a number of business centres in Country and Metropolitan SA and 
is dedicated to giving people with disabilities an opportunity to live and 
work with support in their local community. 
Melaleuca has been in operation for over 30 years as a retail plant nursery and nursery manager Jane Swan has been 
employed since 2003. 
Melaleuca has been involved with the Lower Lakes Bioremediation and Revegetation Project from the very 
beginning in August 2009 and has grown around 98,500 for this year’s project. 
 

Milang Environment Centre Community Nursery 

Manager : Deb Melville 
Contact : 0448959699 
Email mecnursery@lakeshub.com  
Operation days – by appointment 
Volunteers appreciated 
Plants for sale – contact Deb Melville 
The Milang Nursery was first established 6 years ago at the Milang 
Environment Centre by a group of volunteers with a vision to grow 
local indigenous plants to revegetate the common area at Milang. 
Local volunteers and Greencorps were involved in building the nursery 
structure. Later on the nursery grew flower and vegetable seedlings to 
sell locally. 
Unfortunately due to other commitments the nursery closed 3 years ago and was re-established in 2009 for the 
Lakes Bioremediation &Revegetation Project. 
Local volunteers and Lakes Eco-Skills members were involved in the on ground works to get the nursery up and 
running and restored it back to an operational state. 
The nursery grew 12,000 plants in 2010 and with extensions etc the numbers for the 2011 planting has grown to 
around 22,800. The nursery also initiated four local schools to grow 1 000 plants each which was included in their 
numbers for the project. 

 

Finniss Community Nursery 

Manager : Helen Fenton 
Contact : 85 360 093   
Email : helenf@activ8.net.au  
Operation days – Tuesday from 9-12 ( working bees) 
Volunteers appreciated 
Plants for sale upon appointment 
 
The Finniss nursery was set up in 2011 after relocating from their original 
proposed site nearby. The Finniss community nursery is the smallest 
nursery in the program and began as a mere dairy shed and is situated on 
private land at Finniss. They have still managed to propagate over 10,000 
plants for this year’s project. 
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Alexandrina Community Nursery 

Manager :  Barbary O’Brien  
Contact : 85542555  
Email : barbaryobrien@hotmail.com  
Operation days: Friday afternoons 12-4pm 
Volunteers appreciated 
Plants for sale 
 
The Alexandrina Community Nursery has been in operation for 
around 12 years and was started by the Alexandrina Council as 
part of the “Plant Trees for Me” project. Council was using the 
premises to grow coastal species for the Middleton foreshore 
and South Coast Dune Care. Unfortunately plants were lost due 
to an irrigation problem and the nursery was no longer in use 
and became run down. It was then that Barbary O’Brien and 
Andrea became involved and worked hard to restore the 
nursery to an operational state.                                                      
                                                                                                                        Barbary on right 
 

They received a $5 000 grant from Dune Care and decided to form a nursery committee. They built up a species list 
and worked voluntarily for two years to grow plants for various council projects.  
The nursery now grows for the “Beyond” housing development at Victor Harbor and council parks and gardens as 
well as for the Lower Lakes Bioremediation & Revegetation Project.  
This year the Alexandrina nursery grew approximately 9,300 plants for the project. 
 

Raukkan Community Nursery 

Manager : Kevin Rigney 
Contact : Derek Walker  85740101  
Email : derekw@internode.on.net  
Operation days by appointment 
Volunteers appreciated 
Plants for sale by appointment 
The Raukkan Community Nursery was established in 2006 and has 
grown to accommodate more than 10,000 plants. Last year the group 
built an extension for hardening off the plants and they also have hot 
house facilities which are handy for propagating cuttings. The nursery 
is currently growing a range of around 20 different species and with 
the help of Robert Mrongovius they continue to experiment with 
various propagation methods.  
 
Most of the plants are being planted around the township of Raukkan and on nearby farmland where the community 
gets involved in local planting days. The future focus for the nursery will be to propagate and plant various bush food 
species and local school children have already been involved in picking Muntries.  
 

Ngarrindjeri Ruwe Contracting 

Business Manager : Lynton Keen 
Contact :  0439 085 011  
Email : lynton.keen@ruwe.com.au  
Operation days 
Volunteers appreciated 
Plants for sale 
Open Days, sales etc 
 
                                                                                                                                                                              Russell and Ray from NRC 
Ngarrindjeri Ruwe Contracting  ( NRC) was formed in March 2009 and established the Murray Bridge Nursery in June 
2009. At this time they also set up the Nursery at Church Block in Meningie and upgraded the nursery at Hacks Point 
near Parnka Point.  This year the NRC has grown around 7,600 plants for the project. 

Left : Kevin Rigney with Robert Mrongovius 
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Eastern Fleurieu Strathalbyn R-6 school/ Rodwell Ck, Wistow Landcare 

Manager : Liz Schofield 
Contact : 85363137  
Email : snrc@lm.net.au  
 
In 2009 the plants were grown at the old premises of the Strathalbyn 
Natural Resource Centre behind the council chambers. As the centre 
was relocated the nursery was no longer in existence and 
arrangements were made by Liz Schofield to grow the plants through 
the school. The plants provided by the school were propagated and 
grown at a private residence of one of the parents in Strathalbyn. 
With the funds raised from the sale of the plants to the GWLAP the 
group of parent volunteers plan to set up a small nursery at the 
primary school which will be a great way of creating awareness about 
the project and involvement with the students.                                                                  Liz Schofield 

 

 
NATIONAL TREE DAY    31ST  JULY 2011 
National Tree Day will be held on Sunday 31st July 2011, with Schools Tree Day taking place on the Friday 29th July 
2011. Last year over 312 000 people at 3 500 sites dug deep to improve their natural surroundings.  
National Tree Day was co-founded by Olivia Newton-John and Planet Ark in 1996 and since then more than 2 million 
volunteers have planted over 15 million native trees and shrubs! It's a day to get down and get your hands dirty to 
help the planet! 
For more information on National Tree Day visit  http://treeday.planetark.org/about/what.cfm  
 
The Milang & District Community Association will be planting on this Sunday – National Tree Day. 
The planting will be at Clayton Bay foreshore and will start at 9.30am. 
Lunch etc will be provided. To book in for catering purposes please contact Deb Melville on Facebook . 
Control/click on the following link. 
 

http://www.facebook.com/mecnursery.milang#!/mecnursery.milang?sk=wall  
 
 
 

 
 
RIVER MURRAY FLOW ADVICE 
For current flow / level reports on the River Murray and Lakes go to the following website 
www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au  
Up‐to‐date River Murray flow and water level information can be accessed at the Department for Water, SA 
Water and Murray‐Darling Basin Authority websites: 
http://data.rivermurray.sa.gov.au 
www.sawater.com.au/SAWater/Environment/TheRiverMurray/River+Murray+Levels.htm 
http://www.mdba.gov.au/water/live‐river‐data 
Details of river height and rainfall information in the River Murray within Victoria and New South Wales are 
available at the Bureau of Meteorology website: 
http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/flood 
Information on the discharge of acid drainage water into the Lower River Murray can be accessed online at 
www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au 
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DAILY RECORDINGS – RIVER MURRAY DATA 
Data received from http://e-nrims.dwlbc.sa.gov.au/Telemetry/Default.aspx?App=RMW 

Date : 18th - 22nd July 2011 
     Date Site WATER LEVEL AHD SALT (EC) 

18 

Goolwa 

0.648 1298 

9 0.699 1186 

20 0.699  - 

21 0.692  - 

22 0.652  - 

    0.678   

18 

Milang Jetty 

0.683 576 

9 0.684 581 

20 0.692 583 

21 0.683 586 

22 0.641 578 

    0.677 581 

18 

Raukkan offshore 

0.683 958 

9 0.686 839 

20 0.682 853 

21 0.675 746 

22 0.647 570 

    0.675 793 

18 

Meningie Jetty 

0.726 6228 

9 0.706 6334 

20 0.702 6332 

21 0.691 6268 

22 0.686 5509 

    0.702 6134 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  for more info contact the Lakes Hub 

If you have any relevant community event or courses that you would like added to the Calendar of Events please contact the Lakes Hub. 

 

 
Disclaimer 

All the links and articles in this Bulletin are provided as a courtesy to recipients. While I try and keep these links and articles as up-to-date as possible, I can't 
guarantee their accuracy, adequacy, timeliness, or completeness. 
In addition, the existence of a link to another site or resource does not constitute a recommendation or endorsement of that site or resource. The Lakes Hub 
does not accept responsibility or liability for any information at any of the sites linked to from this Bulletin. 
If you feel a link description, site, piece of advice or anything else mentioned here is inappropriate, do let me know and I will endeavour to correct it where 
necessary. 

 

July 
31 

NATIONAL TREE DAY 
Milang & District Community Assoc. ( MDCA) Community planting – volunteers Contact Deb Melville 0448959699 Email 
mecnursery@lakeshub.com or Lakes Hub Milang 85 370 808 or MDCA 85 370687 
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