
 

           
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lakes Hub is part of the Lower Lakes Bioremediation and Revegetation Project funded by the Australian Government and supported by the South 
Australian Department of Environment and Natural Resources. 

 
 

RECONCILIATION WEEK MAY 27TH – JUNE 3RD  
 

The Ngarrindjeri (literal meaning The people who belong to this land) are a 
nation of eighteen "tribes" (lakinyeri) comprising of numerous family clans who 
speak similar dialects of the Ngarrindjeri language and are the traditional 
Aboriginal people of the lower Murray River, western Fleurieu Peninsula, and 
the Coorong of southern, central Australia. 

Ngarrindjeri  is in fact the name of the language group, Europeans subsequently 
used it as a collective name for the lakinyeri following colonisation. Variations 
in spelling are common due to their use as clan names and include Narinyerrie, 
Narrin’yerree, Narrinjeri and Narrinyeri. 
 In Ngarrindjeri grammar the –nyeri -ndjeri suffix means belonging to a specific 
place or area.   
Reference – http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ngarrindjeri  

Approximate historical extent of Ngarrindjeri territory 

 

Ngarrindjeri Nation Flag 
Reference http://ngarrindjeri.tripod.com/pages/flag  

The  Ngarrindjeri Flag was first flown on Sunday 21 November, 1999, on Kumarangk (Hindmarsh Island):  

 

The 18 dots represent the 18 tribes (Lakklinyeris) that make up the Ngarrindjeri Nation. 
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The spears represent the traditional fishing spears of the Ngarrindjeri. 

The Boomerang is the Sacred Boomerang that when thrown, circles the Lakklinyeris informing their clan leaders to 
attend a National Meeting called Tendi (Tendi made and interpreted Ngarrindjeri Law). 

The Blue colour represents the waters which surround Ngarrindjeri country. 

The Sun is the giver of life. 

The Ochre colour of the Boomerang represents our Mother - Mother Earth. 

Matt Rigney –Designer of the Ngarrindjeri Flag 
Chairperson for the Ngarrindjeri Regional Authority 

 

Ngarrindjeri Vision for Country  - From the Ngarrindjeri nation Yarluwar-Ruwe Plan 
Kungun Ngarrindjeri Yunnan 
(Listen to what Ngarrindjeri people have to say) 
Source : The Ngarrindjeri Tendi, The Ngarrindjeri Heritage Committee, The Ngarrindjeri Native Title Management Committee 
 

Our Lands, Our Waters, Our People, All Living Things are connected. We implore people to respect our Ruwe 
(Country) as it was created in the Kaldowinyeri (the Creation). We long for sparkling, clean waters, healthy land and 
people and all living things. We long for the Yarluwar-Ruwe (Sea Country) of our ancestors. Our vision is all people 
Caring, Sharing, Knowing and Respecting the lands, the waters and all living things. 
Our Goals are: 

 For our people, children and descendants to be healthy and to enjoy our healthy lands and waters. 

 To see our lands and waters healthy and spiritually alive. 

 For all our people to benefit from our equity in our lands and waters. 

 To see our closest friends - our Ngartjis (special animals) - healthy and spiritually alive. 

 For our people to continue to occupy and benefit from our lands and waters. 

 To see all people respecting our laws and living in harmony with our lands and waters. 

Copies of this Sea Country Plan are available from: 
Ngarrindjeri Land and Progress Association 
Camp Coorong, Meningie, South Australia 5264 
Phone (08) 8575 1557 or email: nlpa@bigpond.com  
 

 

Ngurunderi - Dreaming of the Ngarrindjeri People Murray River 

Reference – www.MurrayRiver.com.au  

Ngurunderi is one of the great ancestral 
Dreaming 'heroes' of the Ngarrindjeri people. 
The story of his exploits was known in detail by 
all of the different Ngarrindjeri groups at the 
time of European arrival in South Australia. The 
first published version of the Ngurunderi 
Dreaming appeared in an Adelaide newspaper 
in 1842, just six years after the colony of South 
Australia was proclaimed by the British. 

Several versions of the Ngurunderi Dreaming 
have been recorded over the last 150 years, 
reflecting the emphases which different 

mailto:nlpa@bigpond.com
http://www.murrayriver.com.au/


Ngarrindjeri groups placed (and still place today) on their local sections of this Dreaming. This account is one from 
the last initiated Ngarrindjeri men. Albert Karloan, gave to the anthropologist Ronald Berndt in 1939 [Berndt 1940]. 
Like all the other version of the Dreaming however, this account stresses the over-arching importance of Ngurunderi 
as law-giver and as the main shaper of the distinctive landscape in which the Ngarrindjeri people still live today. 

Below is a shortened version of this account. It can only provide a glimpse into the depth and complexity of the 
Ngarrindjeri oral translation.  

The Ngurunderi Dreaming 

In the Dreaming, Ngurunderi travelled down the Murray River in a bark canoe, in search of his two wives who had 
run away from him. At that time the river was only a small stream, below the junction with the Darling River. 

A giant cod fish (Ponde) swam ahead of the Ngurunderi, widening the river with sweeps of its tail. Ngurunderi 
chased the fish, trying to spear it from his canoe. Near Murray Bridge he threw a spear, but missed and was changed 
into Long Island (Lenteilin). At Tailem Bend (Tagalang) he threw another; the giant fish surged ahead and created a 
long straight stretch in the river. 

At last, with the help of Nepele (the brother of Ngurunderi's wives), Ponde was speared after it had left the Murray 
River and had swum into Lake Alexandrina. Ngurunderi divided the fish with his stone knife and created a new 
species of fish from each piece. 

Meanwhile, Ngurunderi's two wives (the sisters of Nepele) had made camp. On their campfire they were cooking 
bony bream, a fish forbidden to the Ngarrindjeri women. Ngurunderi smelt the fish cooking and knew his wives were 
close. He abandoned his camp, and came after them. His huts became two hills and his bark canoe became the Milky 
Way. 

Hearing Ngurunderi coming, his wives just had time to build a raft of reeds and grass-trees and to escape across Lake 
Albert. On the other side their raft turned back into the reds and grass-trees. The women hurried south. 

Ngurunderi followed his wives as far south as Kingston. Here he met a great sorcerer,  Parampari. The two men 
fought, using weapons and magic powers, until eventually Ngurunderi won. He burnt Parampari's body in a huge 
fire, symbolized by granite boulders today, and turned north along the Coorong beach. Here he camped several 
times, digging soaks in the sand for fresh water, and fishing in the Coorong lagoon. 

Ngurunderi made his way across the Murray Mouth and along the Encounter Bay coast towards Victor Harbor. He 
made a fishing ground at Middleton by throwing a huge tree into the sea to make a seaweed bed. Here he hunted 
and killed a seal; its dying gasps can still be heard among the rocks. At Port Elliot he camped and fished again, 
without seeing a sign of his wives. He became angry and threw his spear into the sea at Victor Harbor, creating the 
islands there. 

Finally, after resting in a giant granite shade-shelter on Granite Island (Kaike), Ngurunderi heard his wives laughing 
and playing in the water near King's Beach. He hurled his club to the ground, creating the Bluff (Longkuwar), and 
strode after them. 

His wives fled along the beach in terror until they reached Cape Jervis. At this time, Kangaroo Island was still 
connected to the mainland, and the two women began to hurry across to it. Ngurunderi had arrived at Cape Jervis 
though, and seeing his wives still fleeing from him, he called out in a voice of thunder for the waters to rise. The 
women were swept from their path by huge waves and were soon drowned. They became the rocky Pages Islands. 

Ngurunderi knew that it was time for him to enter the spirit world. He crossed to Kangaroo Island and travelled to its 
western end. After first throwing his spears into the sea, he dived in, before rising to become a star in the Milky Way. 
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Nukkan. Kungun. Yunnan – See. Listen. Speak - Ngarrindjeri’s Being Heard  
This powerful 22 minute documentary presents 
the real impact the water crisis had on the 
Coorong and its people. Driven by Ngarrindjeri 
youth it examines the effects on Ngarrindjeri 
culture as well as the impacts for all Australians.  
 
In January 2009 Change Media worked with the Ngarrindjeri community to identify key issues and stories and 
trained the participants in digital media skills from scripting, storyboards, video and sound recording to editing. 

The team conducted over 15 interviews with Ngarrindjeri Elders and youth to create an informative, emotionally 
charged documentary. After they recorded the interviews with their elders, the team wasn’t keen to edit their 
stories and potentially loose important information or be disrespectful.  

Copies of this CD can be obtained from Camp Coorong   Meningie SA 5264     (08) 8575 1557   

SCREENINGS & AWARDS:  

2010 The project was selected to screen at the national Communities in Control conference in Melbourne, as part of 
Change Media’s Kookaburra Award for Best Community Project 2010. 

2010 The film was invited to screen at the International Human Rights Watch Film Festival in New York in June 2010. 
2010 National Indigenous TV Australia broadcast the 22-min version of the film February 2010. 
2009 On Nov 16th, Ngarrindjeri elder and community leader Tom Trevorrow was awarded the Special MyHero 
Award at the International MyHero Film Festival in LA. 
2009 Nukkan.Kungun.Yunnan, won 2nd place in the International MyHero Film Festival’s community film category, 
selected from hundreds of entries from around the world. 
2009 MyMob Exhibition at the Adelaide Festival Centre. 
2009 screening at the Key Note opening speech at the Australian Community Broadcasters Conference. 
2009 OXFAM Australia has used excerpts of the film to promote their climate change campaign. 
2009 A delegation of Ngarrindjeri women screened the film at the International Women’s Peace Conference in 
Sydney, to over 270 international participants. 

Coorong Wilderness Lodge  
Source : http://www.coorongwildernesslodge.com/lodgeinfo.htm  

The Coorong Wilderness Lodge was first established and 
built by the Ngarrindjeri Aboriginal community, officially 
opened on November 3, 2000 by Professor Lowitja 
O'Donoghue AC, CBE. 

The Lodge offers a range of activities to experience the 
Ngarrindjeri way of life and the local flora and fauna. 
 Activities include:  
Guided bush tucker walks, Guided kayak tours, 
Storytelling and Ngarrindjeri Aboriginal history in the 
Coorong, Kayak Hire, Bush walks, Fishing, Camping 

There are also many different accommodation options and a restaurant / cafe. 

For more information see   http://www.coorongwildernesslodge.com/lodgeinfo.htm   or contact ph (08) 8234 8324 
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Camp Coorong 
 

Camp Coorong is about 7 kms from Meningie on the Princes Highway heading towards Salt Creek. The 
Camp is an Aboriginal Cultural Centre and Museum with a wonderful gallery of Ngarrindjeri history and 
indigenous arts and crafts. Camp Coorong started with a vision about sharing culture. Hard work has made it a 
venture that celebrates heritage, educates about environmental protection and employs and trains people in the 
local community.  
From the Camp Coorong website -: 
“The idea of the development of Camp Coorong was a vision that we, the Ngarrindjeri people, had back in 1985. We 

believed that we must have a place where people can come to learn about our heritage and culture. We also believed 
that this would lead to non-Aboriginal people developing a better understanding of our Ngarrindjeri traditions and our 
relationships to the land, waters, trees, plants and animals”. 

Ngarrindjeri basket weaving is extremely complex and many 
examples of beautiful work are displayed at Camp Coorong. Ellen 
Trevorrow learnt the skill from her aunt many years ago and today 
educates others in the art and exhibits her work at many different 
exhibitions across the country. 

Contact Camp Coorong  Phone : (08) 8575 1557    
Email :  nlpa@bigpond.com  
Web site : www.ngarrindjeri.com 

Raukkan Indigenous Community 

 

For thousands of years Ngarrindjeri clans have met at Raukkan, on the banks of Lake Alexandrina near the mouth of 
the Murray River, to discuss the important issues of the day. The Raukkan community believe that Raukkan has been 
the spiritual home of the Ngarrindjeri forever. In 1859, missionary George Taplin was sent to Raukkan  to start the 
Point McLeay Mission. It continued to be known as Raukkan by Ngarrindjeri but was called Point McLeay by 
Europeans for many years and only officially reverted back to its traditional name in the last ten years. The 
community is now over 150 years old.  
Raukkan has a population of approximately 122 people, the majority of whom are Indigenous (ABS 2001 Census, 
January 2007). Raukkan Community reside on 14,000 acres of land, of which 9,000 is arable. The commercial 
activities of the community are managed by Raukkan Ngarrindjeri Pty Ltd which oversees cropping, dairy farming 
and beef cattle.  
Raukkan is the birthplace of author, inventor and political leader David Unaipon, and home to Raukkan Church, both 
of which appear on the Australian $50 note. The Raukkan School is one of the smallest in SA but boasts not only 
David Unaipon as a former pupil but also the pioneering Peter Rigney, who as early as 1964 became a college trained 
Indigenous school teacher. He went on to become one of the first indigenous school principals in Australia.  
 

 David Unaipon was an author, inventor, orator and 
advocate for Aboriginal rights but his most lasting 
achievement is as an inspiring role model for his people. 
Born at Raukkan in 1872, David patented a modification 
of the sheep shearing handpiece and devised plans for a 
helicopter and a centrifugal motor but was unable to 
raise funds to develop the inventions. 
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Above :The Australian $50 note depicting the Raukkan Church,  

David Unaipon and some of his inventions. 

Right : The Raukkan Church as it stands today. 

For more information on Raukkan contact the Raukkan Community 

Council and Information Centre on 85740064 or email  rcc@internode.on.net  

References : 

http://www.indigenous.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/magazine/newslines_magazine4.pdf  

http://www.atns.net.au/agreement.asp?EntityID=3509 

 

 

DAILY RECORDINGS – RIVER MURRAY DATA 
Data received from  http://e-nrims.dwlbc.sa.gov.au/Telemetry/Default.aspx?App=RMW 

Date : 16th May-20th May 2011 
  

     

     DATE SITE WATER 
LEVEL AHD 

PH SALT (EC) 

16 

Clayton Bay 

0.546 8.05 400 
17 0.515 8.07 403 
18 0.566 7.89 402 
19 0.570 7.77 402 
20 0.558 7.78 402 
  Average 0.551 7.91 401.8 

16 

Milang 7km SE 

0.640 7.38 355 
17 0.595 7.61 354 
18 0.591 7.64 356 
19 0.568 7.64 393 
20 0.553 7.56 394 
  Average 0.589 7.57 370.4 
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16 

Hindmarsh Is. 
Beacon 23 

0.480   487 
17 0.432   487 
18 0.498   486 
19 0.514   466 
20 0.512   461 
  Average 0.487   477.4 

16 

Warrengie Point 
Lake Albert 

0.734 9.14 7019 
17 0.716 9.14 6958 
18 0.712 9.15 6957 
19 0.692 9.14 6794 
20 0.660 9.13 6852 
  Average 0.703 9.14 6916 

  
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS – for more info. 

contact the Lakes Hub 

If you have any community event or courses that you would 

like added to the Calendar of Events 

 please contact the Lakes Hub. 

May 2011 

1  

2  

3 Meeting -  Goolwa Channel temporary flow regulators update. 7.00pm Clayton Bay Community Hall 
Contact :  Gemma Cunningham, Coorong and Lower Lakes Recovery Community Engagement Officer  0427 018 783. 
Email :  gemma.cunningham@sa.gov.au  

4  

5  

6  

7  

8  

9 MOSHCC – ‘Why won’t the *#^&@* thing work !’ course. 
Contact 85 370 687  Email moshcc@bigpond.com 

10  

11  

12 Friends of Meningie – 1
st

 meeting – all welcome – Lakes Hub Meningie. 7.30pm   
Contact Andrew Dawes 85751830 or email meningie@lakeshub.com  

13  
TALKING HEADS – Snakes and venom “ Poison or Cure” ACE Space Milang Old School House 9.45am 
see Hub web site for more info   www.lakeshub.com  
 
MOSHCC – Occupational Health & Safety Training – all day   
Contact 85 370 687  Email moshcc@bigpond.com  

14  

15  

16 MOSHCC –‘ Do I need a first aid ticket’ course 
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July 3rd  Community planting – volunteers Contact Deb Melville 0448959699 or Lakes Hub, MOSHCC  email mecnursery@lakeshub.com 

July 17
th

 Community planting – volunteers Contact Deb Melville 0448959699 or Lakes Hub, MOSHCC  email mecnursery@lakeshub.com 

July 31
st

 National Tree Day 

July 31
st

 Community planting – volunteers Contact Deb Melville 0448959699 or Lakes Hub, MOSHCC  email mecnursery@lakeshub.com 

 Contact 85 370 687  Email moshcc@bigpond.com 

17  

18  

19  

20  

21  

22  

23 Turtle, Tortoise and Terrapin Conservation information night at the Goolwa Bowling Club 6.45pm.  

Speaker – Craig Latta    Contact Clare Manning 0428757015 

24  

25 Native freshwater fish – Arkellah Hall (DENR) Port Elliot RSL 6.45pm More info.  
Contact : Clare Manning 0428757015 

26 MOSHCC – ‘Why won’t the *#^&@* thing work !’ course. 
Contact 85 370 687  Email moshcc@bigpond.com 

27 Reconciliation week begins – 7 days 

28  

29 SAMDB NRM Volunteers Celebration Day.  Email SAMDBNRM  Miranda.leckie@samdbnrm.sa.gov.au  or phone 8532 
1432 

30  

31  

June 2011 

1  

2 Orana Melaleuca celebrations Contact Jane  Phone: 8575 1259 or 0407 181 096  Email: jswan@orana.asn.au 

3  

4  

5 WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY 
Community planting – volunteers Contact Deb Melville 0448959699 or Lakes Hub, MOSHCC  email mecnursery@lakeshub.com  

6  MOSHCC – Using Chemicals Responsibly & Chem Cert Accreditation  Contact : Contact 85 370 687  Email moshcc@bigpond.com 

7 MOSHCC – Using Chemicals Responsibly & Chem Cert Accreditation  Contact : Contact 85 370 687  Email moshcc@bigpond.com 

8  

9  

10  

11  

12 100
th

 anniversary of the Narrung Hall – lunch time. Contact Marianne 0437320779  or cunneen@internode.on.net 

13 PUBLIC HOLIDAY – Queens birthday 

14  

15  

16  

17  

18  

19 Community planting – volunteers Contact Deb Melville 0448959699 or Lakes Hub, MOSHCC  email mecnursery@lakeshub.com 

20  

21  

22  

23  

24  

25  

26  

27  

28  

29  

30  
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