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Talking Heads  June 2nd 2010.
Chris Bice : Research Officer, Inland Waters and Catchment Ecology Program, SARDI Aquatic Sciences.

Supported by Paul Jennings – Senior Technical Officer,  SARDI  Aquatic Sciences. 
Chris gave a very insightful talk to a gallery of around 20 people at the Lakes Hub on June 2nd which covered the most recent fish projects being undertaken by the Fish Ecology subprogram ( SARDI – Aquatic Sciences ) around the Lower Lakes. These projects are undertaken by a team of research and technical staff in association with a range of Government Departments ( e.g. DEH, PIRSA, SAMDBNRMB  ) and non Government Organizations
Brief outlines of the projects were as follows -:

· The Drought Action Plan for South Australian threatened small bodied fresh water fish populations ( SARDI, in conjunction with Aquasave consultants and Adelaide University does the monitor remnant populations  of small-l bodied threatened fish) – funded and coordinated by DEH. 
The last report is on the SARDI web site  http://www.sardi.sa.gov.au/aquatic/publications/inland_waters__and__catchment_ecology   
This year’s report will be completed in 1 – 2 months.
· Coorong fish movement and recruitment project -this project monitors fish movements through the barrage fishways . Following water level recession changes in fish assemblage structure was monitored in the Coorong - funded by the MDBA Living Murray program - managed by SA MDB NRMB. Old reports can be accessed on the SARDI website, this year’s report will be completed in 1-2 months)

· Congolli movement study (Acoustic tracking) -funded and managed by SA MDB NRMB. 

· Goolwa water level management - fish monitoring (funded and managed by DEH, final report completed in 1-2 months) (Clayton regulator having an effect on the native fish populations ?)
Note : There are currently many juvenile carp in the Goolwa pool and the native Hardy Head are holding on, Boney Bream are thriving – more tolerant to salt.

· Movement of black bream in the Coorong - Funded by the MDBA as part of the 'Sea to Lake Hume' fishway program.
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  Chris Bice - SARDI                    Carole Richardson talking                              A healthy Congolli
                                                       to Paul Jennings -SARDI

CONGOLLI FACTS
That Congolli are endemic to South Eastern Australia.
Females grow to 360mm and males grow to 180mm.
Females live in fresh water and the males live in estuarine waters so to breed they need to connect
The ongoing drought since 2002 and significant flow decline has not allowed any Congolli connectivity since March 2007 which has resulted in a 99% decline in the abundance of migrating juveniles.
Several adult female Congolli were tagged upstream of the barrages in April 2009 and the majority of fish showed downstream movements in the winter of 2009 presumably with the intention of reaching the Coorong/ocean to spawn. However passage was completely blocked due to the disconnection between the lower Lakes and Coorong.
