SARAH HANSON-YOUNG
VISITS MILANG

Deb Melville, Sarah Hanson-Young,
Jill Dennis and Jo Scott
South Australia’s first ever Greens Senator,
Sarah Hanson—Young visited the Lakes Hub,
Milang School and the Milang Community
Nursery on 18th February. Sarah has a special
attachment to the area and has been
instrumental in obtaining funds for many
projects around the Lakes, Coorong and Murray
Mouth.
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VISTORS CONT.
Whilst visiting Sarah met students (pictured on page 1) from the Lakes
Eco Skill Network Conservation and Land Management course, being
run at the Milang Old School House Community Centre.
Students from the Murray River
Youth Council visited the Lower
Lakes in December to learn how
the local community is
addressing the lack of water
issues. Carole Richardson took
them down to the lake shore
where they learnt how to do
acid sulfate soil testing before
visiting the Clayton Regulator.

Michael Leunig, Cartoonist,
philosopher, poet and artist
visited many spots around the
Coorong and Lower Lakes to see
the situation for himself. He
currently writes for the
Australian and was very
interested in how the local
communities have been affected
by the lack of water. He is
pictured here with Karyn
Bradford and Anne Hartnett.
The Hon. Ian MacFarlane,
Shadow Minister for
Infrastructure and water,
Senator Simon Birmingham,
Jamie Briggs MP and Adrian
Pederick MP visited the Lakes
Hub in February. They
discussed the current water
situation with community
members before taking a walk
down to the receding lake.
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THE LAKES HUB OPENING
The Lakes Hub located at Daranda Terrace,
Milang was officially opened on 4th December
2009 by the Minister for Environment and
Conservation, the Hon. Jay Weatherill.
The Hub provides a central contact point for
people to find out more about the Lower Lakes
Bioremediation and Revegetation
project, as well as coordinating the
community nursery program, other environmental projects and
provide local training opportunities. The Hub also encourages the
sharing of information and knowledge between local communities and
the Government.
The Hub is managed by the Milang Progress Association inc. and is
part of the Lower Lakes Bioremediation and Revegetation Project
funded by the Australian Government and supported by the South
Australian Department for Environment and Heritage.
Mike Linscott, President of the Milang Progress Association said the
community through the Progress Association had worked a long time
to bring the Hub into fruition. It had been brought about by the hard
work of a number of individuals and continued negotiations with both
State and Commonwealth Governments.
“The establishment of the Hub as a communication centre will focus
the efforts of the Government and Community in tackling the
problems of the lower Lakes. It will act as a resource centre and
provide a range of information for community nurseries, land holders
and residents. Much of the work will be performed by volunteers under
the guidance of the staff at the Hub. We know that this will bring hope
to the communities around the lakes and will lead to some long term
solutions to the many problems that confront us all. Members of the
Progress Association are pleased to have initiated this project and are
delighted with the support it has
received.” He said

Hon. Jay Weatherill,
Minister for Environment
and Conservation with Mike
Linscott, President Milang
Progress Association.
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MEET THE LAKES HUB STAFF
From Left to Right
Wendy White
Lakes Hub Coordinator
Jo McPhee
Nursery Coordinator
Terry Sim
On ground works Project
Officer
Carole Richardson
Monitoring & Evaluation
Project Officer

The Lakes Hub is already achieving significant results with over 420
people visiting in the first 3 months of operation. It is located at Shop
2, 10 Daranda Terrace, Milang and is open from 9am-5pm each day.
You can also access the Hub at www.lakeshub.com.

FENCING GRANTS
Terry Sim is responsible for organising
funding for local landowners to fence their
properties to ensure stock do not graze on
the lake shore. According to the
Environment Protection (Water Quality)
Policy 2003 stock are not permitted to
pollute water courses. Land owners who do
not fence their lake shore boundaries are at
risk of further action being taken. Lake
shore landholders have the opportunity to
access funding to fence off the edge of the
lake bed, through a project being delivered
by the Goolwa to Wellington Local Action
Planning Ass. and the Coorong District Local
Action Planning Committee.
Eligible landholders may receive funding of
up to $6,000. per km, if you wish to take
part contact Terry Sim at the Lakes Hub.
Please apply soon or you risk missing out on
this funding.

Lake Alexandrina
landholder, Russell
Chaplin next to his
newly completed fence
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COMMUNITY NURSERIES
Jo McPhee is responsible for the community nurseries whose collective
task is to grow 130,000 seedlings. These will be planted around the
lakes in the next few months. The nurseries at Finniss, Clayton Bay
and Milang are new while the Hindmarsh Island, Alexandrina,
Strathalbyn Raukkan, Meningie have all been expanded to cope with
the extra work load. Meningie Area School and Urrbrae High School
are also involved as well as a few private growers.
Even with unfavourable weather conditions all nurseries have had a
successful propagation rate and will be able to fulfil their quotas. As
part of the project all nurseries are required to be inspected at several
stages. The second nursery inspection was conducted last week by
Rural Solutions and they are happy with the progress of the seedlings.
In addition nursery volunteers are now seed collecting to establish seed
banks of local species for next year’s planting.
Conservation Volunteers Australia sent down a team of enthusiastic
young people to help with transplanting at Milang and Clayton Bay
nurseries. These volunteers work with local communities, taking
practical hands on-action to conserve and improve the health of our
environment. Their input has been very much appreciated and came
just at a time when both nurseries were at peak transplanting time. If
you are interested in volunteering at the Community Nurseries please
contact Jo McPhee on 8537 0808.
Over 50 people attended the
official opening of Clayton Bay
Nursery on 19th January 2010
where 10,000 plants are being
grown for the Bioremediation
and Revegetation project

Successful cuttings at
Melaleuca nursery
In Meningie
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COMMUNITY ACID SULFATE TESTING
AROUND THE LAKES
Acid sulfate soils naturally occur in coastal and fresh water areas where
there are large amounts of sulfate and organic material in the water.
They are a natural part of the ecosystem. As long as the soils are
covered by water they are harmless to the environment, but if water
levels drop and the soils are exposed to the air they react with oxygen
to form sulfuric acid and can release heavy metals from the soil.
Carole Richardson is responsible for the community acid sulphate
monitoring and has recruited a group of very committed volunteers who
have already completed 2 rounds of tests.
The 3rd round of monitoring will commence at the beginning of March.
It is being undertaken at 50 areas around Lake Albert, Lake Alexandrina, the Goolwa Channel, Finniss River and Currency Creek by local
community members, including landholders, students from Meningie
Area School and Conservation and Land Management students from
MOSHCC (Milang Old School House Community Centre).
The acid sulfate testing follows a strict protocol, data and samples
gathered from all sites are sent to the CSIRO for further testing and
quality control. The CSIRO has indicated that they are very impressed
with the accuracy of community testers. These tests will enable the
CSIRO to see trends in data gathered, increasing scientific knowledge of
acid sulfate soils and its effects on the environment. This information
will assist the government in making informed decisions regarding the
future of the Lakes, Coorong and Murray Mouth.

Innovative Volunteer,
Ray Ashendon from
Bascombe Bay at the
base of Lake Albert
with his invention of
surf board ‘shoes’ to
reduce the risk of
sinking in the mud
while carrying out
tests.
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TALKING HEADS
On the first Wednesday of each month the Lakes Hub hosts a “Talking
Heads” session, when speakers from the Government, Community and
relevant organisations visit the Hub to chat to the public. It is an
informal morning where members of the community can discuss their
concerns with different agencies involved in the region.
In January the Lakes Hub welcomed from the Department of
Environment and Heritage (DEH), John Howard and Julie Francis who
discussed the issues concerning Lake Albert. Grant Ebert also from
DEH chatted about the Bioremediation and Revegetation project.
February was a busy month
with Peter Scott, David
Palmer and Helen Mahon
from the Environment
Protection Authority (EPA)
talking about the
authorities role in the
region, particularly stock
control on the lake shore.
Also in February Russell
Seaman, and Gemma
Cunningham, from DEH
discussed lots of issues
including carp in the
Goolwa Channel, general
revegetation and the benefit of
using worm castings when
planting seedlings.

Peter Scott, EPA with
members of the community

The next Talking Head’s will be held on Wednesday 3rd March featuring
Charles Irwin. Charles has been a member of the various Lower Lakes
Drought Impact groups since they were founded in 2007, founded the
Goolwa Boating Group, and has served on the reference group for the
Long Term Plan for the Coorong, Lower Lakes and Murray Mouth.
Please feel free to come along for a chat!
On April 7th we are hoping to have some On Ground Works officers
from Rural Solutions to chat about all the revegetation that will be
happening as soon as we receive some rain.
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NOTICE BOARD
VOLUNTEERS WANTED
FOR CLAYTON BAY AND
MILANG COMMUNITY
NURSERIES
If you have any spare time
please consider joining the
Clayton Bay team on 1st & 3rd
Saturday morning of each
month and or every Wednesday
from 4—6 pm

MEMBERS WANTED
FOR THE LAKES HUB
STEERING COMMITTEE
The Hub is seeking
expressions of interest from
the community to nominate
a representative for this
committee

Milang volunteers are needed
when ever they have some
spare time

The purpose of the
committee is to provide
strategic direction for the
Lakes Hub project

Please contact Jo McPhee on
8537 0808 or
0488 465 043

Please contact Wendy White
on 8537 0808 or
0488 435 050

SINKHOLES, SWAMPS AND SAMPHIRE—DISCOVERING THE
WETLANDS OF THE SOUTH EAST
The Department for Environment and Heritage is inviting the
community to a series of free public talks about the wildlife of
the South East
The first talk in this year’s series, will look at local wetlands,
explain what a Ramsar site is and how a puddle in your backyard
can become your very own wetland
Tuesday 23rd March, 6:45 for a 7pm start, Investigator
College, Goolwa
This initiative is managed by the Milang Progress Association
Inc and is part of the Lower Lakes Bioremediation and
Revegetation Project funded by the Australian Government
and supported by the South Australian Department for
Environment and Heritage

