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Lakes Community Nursery Project is growing! 
Welcome to the first newsletter of the Lower Lakes Community Nursery Project. 

Through this newsletter we would like to share with you the experiences of the  

nurseries involved, and provide details and information on up and coming events 

within the nurseries.   

SEEDS TO REEDS  



Introduction and project outline:  

 
The purpose of the establishment of the community nurseries is to collectively grow 

approximately 130,000 plants to help revegetate the Lower Lakes.  
 
The initiative is managed by the Milang Progress Association inc. And is part of the 

Lower Lakes Bioremediation and Revegetation Project funded by the Australian  
Government and supported by the South Australian Department for Environment and 

Heritage.  
 
Community Nursery Coordinator  

 
Meet Jo McPhee, the Community Nurseries Project  

Officer for the Lower Lakes Bio - remediation and 
Revegetation project.  
Jo has recently been appointed to this position and has 

a horticultural background with years of propagating 
experience. She has two children and lives in Goolwa.  

Jo is a member of the Hindmarsh Island Landcare 
Group and is interested in environmental issues and 

helping to save the lower lakes.  
Jo believes that the sharing of information and  
resources within the groups will be an integral part in 

the success of this project and it provides a unique  
opportunity to bring people together for the benefit of  the environment.  

If you wish to become a nursery volunteer or need more information call in to the 

Lakes Hub office at Shop 2, 10 Daranda Tce Milang or phone 85 370 808.  

Nursery Activities  

 

In total there are seven nurseries involved in the project along with some private 

growers who are linked in with the community nursery in their area.  
Some of the nurseries are already established, and they include: Melaleuca Nursery 

at Meningie, private growers Robert & Margaret Mrongovius at Narrung, Raukkan 
Nursery, Hindmarsh Island Landcare Group, Alexandrina Community Nursery at 
Goolwa, and the Goolwa to Wellington Local Action Planning Group which is based at 

the Strathalbyn Natural Resource Centre.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Melaleuca nursery at Meningie, and Robert and Margaret Mrongovius at Narrung 

have propagated almost all of their Myoporum insulare ( Coastal Boobialla), and 

Muehlenbeckia florulenta (Lignum) cuttings. These add up to approximately 19,500 

cuttings. Robert has kindly donated his time to teach the volunteers how to  

propagate the cuttings and his expertise has been invaluable.  

C 

 

Filling the shade house at Melaleuca Training with Robert 



In October we have been busy finalising species lists of plants to be grown by each 

nursery. The collation and delivery of materials such as tubes and trays, soil,  

fertiliser and seed has been organised so the nurseries will be ready to start  

propagating.  

The Clayton Bay Community Nursery is starting from scratch and both the Milang 

and Finniss nurseries are undergoing renovations to be ready for propagation to 

begin in November and December.  

Fixing the Shade cloth at Finniss Clayton Bay in early stages of set 

 

 

Most of the nurseries have begun propagating the species that need to be sown in 

November/December.  

The other nurseries are well underway with their seed sowing and most of them are 

growing between 6 and 10 different species with the exception of Alexandrina  

Nursery who are growing approximately 20 different species of plants.  

 

Richard Owen and members from the Hindmarsh 

Island Landcare Group have played a key role in 

assisting the nurseries who are propagating for 

the first time.   

With years of propagating experience behind 

them their advice has been extremely valuable.  

Hindmarsh Island Nursery 

The Milang Community Nursery at The Milang Environment Centre had a fantastic 

turn up at their working bee on Sunday 6 th  Dec and propagated almost 6,000 tubes. 

This was a great effort and proves that many hands do make light work.  

 

 

Volunteers 

busy  

propagating at 

Milang on  

Sunday 



 

 

Lakes Eco Skills -  Training Skills Network  

 

The Milang, Finniss, Clayton Bay and Hindmarsh Island nurseries are also linked with 

the Milang Old School House Community Centre Eco Skills Conservation and Land 

Management training program. This project is coordinated by Shirley Smith who is 

also a volunteer with the Finniss Nursery.  

 

Linking these projects has been a huge success as group members are gaining  
practical experience to coincide with the study they are undertaking and as a result 
our working bees are well attended. It is also a great way to share resources and 

knowledge and so far our propagating has been a real team effort.  
  

Propagating 

at Clayton 

Bay 

 

Team members will also be involved in seed collection with the intention of 

having seed storage facilities at each nursery. The nurseries will therefore be 
able to supply their own seed for future propagation.  

Golden Wattle Seed 


